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tion iii regard to the gencral increase in quality of the pictures and tlie mnmber

of visitois, and also that the artists mnay be rewvarded by the liberal and exten-

sive patronage of the public, ivhose duty IL is to provide a maintenance for the

minmsterq of art, in o, der ibat they may grow and ripen into rnattirity.
f/Iolias 1). Kiig.

To the [d//,r ofth/e CANADIAN SPFC rATOs.

Swî,-W-'Vll you permit nie to cxplain, for thic benefît of l"eadcr " and

mnany others lil<e hirn wvo deplore tlie degeneracy of the Press of tile M\Itro-

politan C'ity of Canada, 'l wly It. is tbe daily papers are at present'so inferior

to rnany of the dailies isstued in the small towns of the States." But first, 1

miust take strong exception to classifyîing tlie WiV/huss in the sainle cond »ernnatory

termis as flie other journals of the city. 1 do not agrce altogether with flhe

prin iles advocated by your religions conteniporary, but 1 lnlesitatingly assert

that as a liezt'spapcr it is nlot inferior to ariy cvening journal oit this continent

outside of New York and Boston. Its local colunins are always full to reple-

tion of ncsgranmatically written. It is spîicy, without being sensational, and

it is a]mnost a phentoinenon when any information worth încnitioning is omiitted

from its colurmis. With telegraphic niews, hotu foreign and Dominion, it is

singularly svell sutpjlied. 'l'ie letters of its otttsidc corrcspondcnts are alvays

highly interesting, and in a literary point of view îvill favourably compare withi

corresl)ondencc in papers of fiar greater l)retensions. Thcre are other most
creditable features which 1 mniglit also rcfcr to in giving ciedit to the kVitncss

as a pi-ogiessze ieNcwspap)er, but I miust not unnecessarily trespass uipon yolur
space.

In regard to the Il arrangement," Iltype," and Ilget tip," your correspon-
dent is most unjust to tie Wincss. 1 do not think there is a journalist in

Canada or ticelUnited States who ivili agree with IlReader." As 1 have

always heard practical ncwspaper inen, incomparable judges too, culogise the

Witness as a model ncwspaper in ail these respects, and after a long expeiience
in almost ail civilized counitries, and an interested observer of nesvspapers, I
can honestly endorse those views.

Before leaving this part of the subjeet, which is a ratiier lonîg introduction,
1 arni quite willitîg to make a concession in one respect to tlie viesvs of

IReader." 1 thitîk there is a weak spot iii the management of thic Dai/y

Witness. In a large city like Montreal tlte public is grecdy for news, and

looks to the coltimns of a daily joturnal for a liberal supply. When it finds,
howcs er, coltinîn after column filled with Il goody stuff " to tbe exclusion of

absorbipg niews fronu America, England and other counitries, it is naturally

disappoàinted, and the disappointuient finds expression in indignant letters like
that of Il Reader." It is only fair to uîrge, in defence of the Editor, what

newspaper meii generally are well aware of, thiat this Ilgoody sttîff " is forced

into the daily parier froin ftbe necessity of having matter for tbic Weekly, and

not from cîtoice. My awn opinion is, hoivever, that the proprietor of flic

[Wit;,css w ould find It tt) bis advantage- -altbough there rnight be anl inunediate
pecuniary loss--to keep the miscellaneous matter intended for flie Weekly

cntirely fr-e fronu the Daily. M w'ould imtniiensely enhiance tlie value of thle

daily paper to city recaders lîy affording more space for imoportanit news. As It

is at Iprescrnt, tire l)aily is made subservient to the Weekly, destroying to a con-

siderable extent the character of the former as a news ineditinii.
%Vith regard to the cause of the adrnitted infertority of tire other daily

papiers, it is not far to seck. A newspiaper cannot be miade to prosper anci

develop into a great organ of public opinion withotit talent andîc enthusiasm

being ernployed to advance its interests. For acknowledged talent the otlher

Montreal daiiy journaL.3 svll not pay, atid sorne of tbicnm are obliged to keep)

standing advertisetnients for Il country boys" to learn the duties of reporters,
and who are rewarded, after proving their untledged ability, With $5 or $6 per

weck-scarcely a labourer's wages. These are the Ilbeardiess boys" referred

to lately by a mnember of the City Couincil.
Is it any wvonder, tieui, that the matter stupplied lîy sncbi caterers for flic

reading p)ublic of this great mercantile city is tlie Il quintessence of literary

weakness " ? IL is no secret that journalists of brains must either leave

Montreal for tlic grecat cities of the United States, whiere mnty who wevc

formerly attached to, our local press are now filling responsible positions at

high salaries, or turni their attention liere to other lntrsuits lt inake a respect-

able living. Titere is probably no profession or calliiig iii ife that requires
such a combination of <1ualities as a SIIccessfîL joLirnalist. [le must be

possessed of singular versatîlîiy, great experience of nment with a deep) insighit

into character, and anl ever increasing enthrtsiasni ii is svork. Without these

qualities ail tlie learning iii the world will îîot make a successful journalist.

Another reason for tlie decadence of the Montreal papers is the ab)sence

of men of ability at thecir head. It requires sonmething more than the know-
ledgc obtainied at the couniting-liouse ledgcr to, fit a mari for the responsible
positioni of editor or conductor of a great journal, and yet It is not uncommon

hiere to sec mnen placed at tlie direction of daily paliers sîho blave lhad no train-

ing or special ability to qualify themn for sticl positions. It is lîy 110 means a

matter of surprise to those who have been close observers of the coittîtit of our

local journals to see themn making rapid strides towards decadence and senility.

A newspaper, to be healthy and vigorous, must bie making progress. From the

moment its onward march hias been arrested, its death-knell bias l)ecn sotinded.

It is evident to those ivho uvatch the circulation of once prosperous papiers in

Our midst, that thcy are rapidly descending into the oblivion from îvhich it is

hoped sontie of them, at least, îvill tiever emerge.
1 agree svith Il Reader " that a good opening presents itself iii this city for

a palier like the TForonto 1'/egram-an independent, honest, fearless journal,

that is neyer afraid to strike in tire cause of freedomn and justice. Money alone
will neyer make a nuwspaper successful. It requires a clear head and a steaýdy

hand at flie hiebîî tc direct it, with tlie ind0illitable courage of the great ehief,

îvhose untimiely deatit, at T'oronto, îts Canada of lus-bie madIe It a nation-

3 no timorti. A Cità;îi.

TRADE-FINANCE "STATISTICS.
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'Nrrr, to GRtAND, 'lle UN. -11rl River dri ri ceipis arecl12d tin t1,7), rut il' rIS,. o,ntr
tirrrîr tire Iveel's iiicrea. C r. $i.i,rjrfl, aggreg.tte itîcreauri $5,4,51s for 19 wccks.

JNoso TO QI,.&ORy.-Eastetît DivisiotilreceipýO. lt inclUrled 1to retUrns for 1879.

B3ANKS.
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*Contingent trtnd. -Recotstrtîr.tioîî Reserve Fornd. .4,Per aniîtm.

A retttn ssaa, issuedion. the 29t1it it., of taitîsay accitdents iepouter I the Bt oard of Trade

as ltaving occtuutecl in the Unted kingdos rlcîing the yeat ended Dcc. 31, 1879. The total

nutober of isersoîts kilîcul oni talwy - ng the year wvas 1,032, and tise number of pcrsons

iJ'lteti w vas 3,513. Accidients te tr aits, rollig stock, petrmanent way, 5,c., caused tîte

deaths cf 84 li'tt5n and illlîY 111 720. By accidents from cauises other than accidents te

trains, rolling-stock, atîd 1tcrtsatscrttway, inclîtditsg accideonts front sant of cauttion or mis-

condttct, accidents to pesn passing ovet lcvei-erossisgs, trespassers, and others, 504

persons svete kilteri and 96o injitîcri. 85 of tîte kilieri and 705 cf the injttred bcing passen-

gers ; 444 servats cf cospattiCs Nwetc kjlied anti 1,833 injtired otlerwisc tCtan by accidents

te trains, whvlî 0t5gigedi cpcn tîtoir jltttîcs on railvvays. lIs atddition to tîto above, 42 persons

wete killeri andi 2,315 1ituted "Pot' raiway prernises îsy accidents uîeoisnectril svith tîse move-

monts of visicie. cxcisively tîseil on raiiways. 'Uhese bring titî the total îstttsber or

accidients for the ycutr to 1,074 l1Ct5)3t1 kiiicd and 5,828 injttrcd.

A Patliamciary reltîl , just issttcî, shtows that' ditritig tise year 1878 inquests were hetd

in Etsglaîsd anti W'ales on the brodies of 2,389 maies and 814 femnales whose deaths were

catîsed hy drowîsing ins inlansî Waters ; iii Seotland 0tS 399 males ansî 83 fensales ; and ils

lseland otn 285 maies andt 84 females.

'l'ie qttcstLiots of titc expot t of froet inat is seriottsiy occupying public attenstion in tise

Autsîalian colonies. Att official s tatemnttt j)ist ised. shtows that ttete ate 6,ooo,ooo siteep

ansd 3,000,000 ltead of cattie in Quteeslandr. Thsis, after deduectixsg the home consumption

of nieat, adesits cf a woîskly exportattion of 2,000 tons, provided, the neeessary shipping

facilities wicro availabic. Refrigeratirtg ivorks are to bc irnftsediateiy ereeted, and arrange-

msents macle to obtain ttte sltîppitîg neces .ary frî the teqrttemetsts of tite trade. A thousand

siseli have ttavc heen receîstiy boiled ttrwts frr tallow at Vockisanspton, and cattie are almost

tinsaleabie.

irons tie 1i.t 0 the 241h Aptil tise BiLitîst E'xeIieo teccipts vioue £5,886,9i4., as

cîînuîreh ssiîh /J6,520,298, in the crrespoîsditg rtiol Of last year. 'flice expenditttîe bas

I1>5l Îît 7,7 15, 1f18.

'l'lie recciîts cf ,ivo ,Stock at Ncw Yortk for tito last fott vecks bave bcen as

fcllows
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