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IN describing the new Allen Theatre it is
necesisJary to dwell -a littie on, the why and

wherefore of -operating -a modern motion picture'
thoatreiii' order 'to intelligently present the rea-
sons for the unusual plans and layout of this
building.

At the outset it can be asaid that this is a day
of -architectural speciailties, and the planning of
complicated buildings, seuel as theatres, has
been taken up by certain architects as a -separ-
ate brandi of the profesion, and every detail
and angile enterin into this type of building
lias been -eareful-ly studie-d outt. In ot-her
words, experience is the best teaclier,
and it directs the architect tirougli spe-
cialization in the development of ecd
sueceeding secheme of a particular'class
of building so as to obtain the best po-s-
sible resuit. The success of a motion
picture theatre depends, of course, on its
location, tie class of its attractions and
the manner in wi!ich it is operated. As-
s'uring that it is, well located, and tiat
it lias the, be.st attractions and is well
nanaged, the fa«t. -blat it is only fairly

suecc:ssful or entirely suceessful depends
upon three things foi' whici thc architect
is more or less reslponsible:

.1..- The essential of -seei.ng that the rent
eXPeUse iS reduced to a minimum.

2. That as mueli 'seating capacity is
obtained as possible.

3. Tiat tie building is !so planned that the
smil'lest number of employecs are needed, tins
reducing tihe inevitable overhcad.

Naturally blic lease valute or factor of rentai
for a piece of property such as a theatre is
tis-1-illy looaited on is extrernely higi. llow to
reduce this fimst big exopense is to, determine jusit
how mucli spýace 'eube sparcd f or stores and
offices, whichi, of course, woiil be ca]culated to
bring large returns, loeated as they wo'uld be
;adjacent to, -a theatre, brin.ging thous-ands of
peo-ple to th.eir doors ecd day. Arising at tic
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