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to the law as handed down in the traditions of the eiders,

and well acquainted with their ancient prophecies, were

now fully expecting that the long foretold son of David
would soon show hiinself. They abhorred the rule of

the Idumoean, Herod ; and -had Jestis been in a situation
to se ,ize at once on the governrnent, probabiy they would

have supported him with their whole power; hoping to

rule by his means, as they had already done under some
of the Asmonoeau princes. But the poor Carpenter was

toc contemptible a leader; and they feared nevertheless,

that the people might niake *sottie niad outbreak which

would draw on them the Roman arms. Hence the en-

deavor to hush the matter up, when any supernatural

work of the new preacher created enthusiasmn among the

people: hence the unwillingness to believe in lis pro-

phetie mission even : hence the stern resolution to cut

him off, lest he should be the reniote cause of their Iosing

that independence which hie could not assist them in pre-

serving. The general belief in prodigies; in the influ-

ence of evil spirits i in magie; and other superstitions,
prevented the miraculous *acts of Christ from being

thoroughly convincing. Those who wislied to disregard

his Divine Mission could. easily satisfy their own rninds

by concluding himn to be a skilftul magician; and it was

only among the com mon people, whose straight forward

reasoning went no farther than Ilwhereas 1 was blind,
nowr I see ;" and Il if this man were not of God hie could

do noth.ing ;"' that hie found- a hearing. IlHave any of

the rulers or Pharisees believed on him 111 t was the tri4

umphant question of the Jewish anthorities, whien their
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