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THE EUROPEAN RUBBER INDUSTRY.
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During the year 1897 there was a steady
development of the rubber industry in Europe,
although this commodity is yearly growing
more and more precious. One important
development in this line, perhaps the most im-
portant, is the growing use of celluloid when-
ever it is practicable in place of rubber and
gutta percha. The celluloid industry is most
intimately connected with the rubber industry,
and recent inventions have rendered the use of
celluloid more widespread than was possible a
few years ago. During the year 1897 the
inventions in these lines were about equal with
those of the year previous.

THE SUGAR BEET INDUSTRY.

The Secretary of Agriculture bas just trans-
mitted to the President of U. S. for information
of Congress a report on the condition of the
sugar beet industry in that country, and of the
operations of the Department during the past
season in relation thereto. The principal dis-
tribution of sugar beet seed the past season
was made through the agency of the agricul-
tural experiment stations, the directors of
many stations having been appointed special
agents for the Department for carrying this
method into effect. Seeds were also sent to
about ten thoîisand farmers in different parts of
the country, with instructions for planting,
cultivating and sampling for analysis. The
best results were reported from the States of
New York and Michigan. Other States in
which reports were favorable were Wisconsin,
Ohio, Indiana, Minnesota, Nevada, South
Dakota, Wyoming and Colorado. States
giving fair results were Iowa, Nebraska, New
Jersey and Pennsylvania. In general, it was
found that after passing south of the mean
isotherm of 71 degrees F. for the three months
of June, July and August, the results were
poor. It was found that the belt of territory

B included between the limits of the isotherms of
71 and 69 degrees may be regarded as the basic
belt of the beet sugar industry. The best re-
sults are obtained within or north of this belt,
other climatic conditions being favorable.
Extreme northern limits of sugar beet culture
are determined only by the advent of freezing
weather. A comparison of analytical data
with the thermal area shows a remarkable
agreement. In States so situated that their
northern portions are in the favorable thermal
area, while their southern portions are with-
out, comparison of the analysis of the beets

- grown in the southern, central and northern
portions of these States shows a regular grada-
tion of excellence from south to north.2

4 -The only tea plantation in the United States
6 is located near Summerville, S. C. It is the

7 property of Dr. Charles U. Shepard, who bas
8 undertaken to prove that tea, one of the greatest
9 staple articles used by Americans to-day, can
0 be raised by our farmers profitably, says a

writer in "The Cosmopolitan." This attempt
l to add to our now widely diversified list of
2 industries a new one, Dr. Shepard made
3 partly as an experiment and partly as a regular
5 business enterprise. And it is very interesting

6 to note that in a business way it bas been quite
successful. Last season Dr. Shepard sent to

8 market upward of 1,100 pounds of the finest tea
9 obtainable, and this year's crop, he states, will
o amount to more than 2,000 pounds.
1
2 -An influentialideputation waited upon the
3 Government at Ottawa on Wednesday last, to

urge the establishment of a marine biological
observatory In the Gulf of St. Lawrence for
the study of the nature and sources of the food

7 supply of fish, oysters and lobsters, as recom-
8 mended by the British Association at its
9 Toronto meeting. It will require an appropria-
O tion of $15,000, of which $10,000 would be for
ý1 the outfit, and 85,000 for maintenance for five
2 years, the establishment to be under the man-

agement of a board to be composed jointly of
3 representatives of the Marine and Fisheries
4 Department and of the universities. Sir Louis
5 Davies promised cansideration.

g -The Dominion Cotton Co. have made a
proposition to Brantford. They will increase

7 their hands from 200 to 300, advance wages,
8 and put in a completely new plant, if the city

buys the wincey mill from them for 830,000 and
gives exemption from taxation for ten years.
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