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the 2o deaths last montli, 6 were caused througli clothes
catching tire. Four were caused by playing with matches
and tire and others by stove and coal oil explosions. The
presumed causes responsîble for tires during April and
the number of tires for which tbey accounted were as
follow: _9 overheated stoves, t) inicendiairism, 4 playing
witb matches, 4 uPset lamps, -, defective chineys, 3
spontaneous combustion, 3 sparks fromn patssing engine,
2 gasoline explosion', 2 gas- explosioni; anid one each of
the following: Cat upset coal oîl lamp, hot box, coal oil
tank overflowed, sparks fromi burning charcal, bursting
of incandescent bulb, overheatecd car, dfciewiring,
ashes in woodeni box, oil boiling omer, kerosene ex-
plosion, grass tire, I-lign awno paper cauglit
tire, playýin.g witb rh e~,uehae bearing, cigarette
carelesly, thirown, blot i.ahes,

Th'le Naiona;l Boardl of l'ire Underwriters of the
United States, contininig its platn of dutcationi on the
need of be(tte-r protection, 111cdt. oiter day aniex
haustive clsiiainof tire, lossc-s ini 1oou), showingw
thec insuiranc conipaies aire forced to ask bighier ratesý
in America ih n itrope, 'ild \\Il rate-s in Allmerical
itse.lf ncesrl ay aigthirty of theý 1: r ges t
cities of thle UntdStaites, the lxr caipital lqss Ii 1909
was sl(ii to \iary fromn 81.,6 inS.Lus o$5i

Kanas ity. llhr per. capita loss- wais 0lhwn in someu
of lte sti;tlý.tler crers, Ilke thle eity of Rcnwherec it
ra ililto $2.4. 2 () The, total ainnuai l ir lo"s s kvt»,Iiimtcd( at
$2o0ooooadtr qpeciailis1s go so far as, to alssert
thalt $'oooooof thlis k ,ast front ne4gligence-t or lack
of prcat tio] l. 1Th14 tablek of(1m1i)n ranu by
the unerrivr foni cos lar rturnis Ill 1(o5, 11hc oly
reenTt yv\,ar in which ttitc of the kind werec gathlered
in Euirope, s1owcd aIn (Irg ls f hi cenits per- capita
for thirty Euroeanchis rs lgai;tjj $..Io for 2,52
Amecrican chie, Tking, thei numberl(ýi of tires to cadi î,oo
of popuflationl her-e anid in urpit wa,:s fouind tn Ix.
4.05i in ic Wte st;lt-s igilintlý .8 Mn Eulrope.

The anlnuailaerg lose fr s\ix nations In Erp
were comipilcd froml re(cords or a:rNing yo.,rs and \ ears

gruewitl this resultf:

Au.stria................
Denniark,............
France...............
Germany .............
Italy .................
Switzerlanid..... ......

AXnnual

1 1,699,.275
27,6155,6100

4,11 2,72-5

999,3o4

caipita.

49
12

30

Or an average lo)ss Per calpita1 of 33 cns
Estimating Canada's popuilation Iast year at $,0,

ooo, the lire Ios pr capita, i11 the Dominion was $3ý-. 14,
compIIared wi $2-70 in, 1o, witli an1 estimlated popu-
lation (of 7,ooo,00o.

rin Berilin, whecre the losses amounLllt annijually to le-ss
than those of one mroderately large tire in the United
States, the excellent conditions are due to the attention
paid to the methiods of construction. Building police havec
autliority to comipel the use of iron and steel girders,
fireproof stairways *and roofing, heavy tireproof ceilings
and aIl d-etails that miay diminish the risk crf con-
flagration.

Canada cannot dlaim to bc making untrammelled
progress until its fire record lias b-een iinproved, con-
siderably.

I PROGRESSIVE MONTREAL.J

'The future growth of Montreal is unquestionrable.
its situation is almost unique. It bas in its immnediate
vicinity great water powers. It is at the bead of navi-
gation, and, as the Dominion progresses, Montreal is
bound to progress. Values are increasing on every hand,
a~nd I venture to predict that witbin ten years the city

of Montreal will have a population of a million. 1
are those who assert that it wilI reach a million in j

less time, and if the citizens of Montreal will ariý
the proper sense of their duty and take a greater int
in civic affairs, then this city must grow and pr<
and become one of the greatest on the continent."

Thus Mr. R. Wilson Smith in an interesting adý
at Montreal the other day. His admonition that the
zens should take a greater interest in civic affairs is
deserved. Not only does it apply to MontrezLI, but
to cities throughout the Dominion. Toronto, for
stance, is by no means doing its duty in relation tc
development of Northern Ontario, although there
signs of improvement. One of Montreal's first consii
tions is to make its port the first on the North Ai
can continent. The progressive harbor commission
provedl a valuable factor in that direction. Mr. S
ga1iVe somne interesting figures respecting trade up
dowr thie St. Lawrence. In 1802 the exports via. tho

Larnewere L'1,20o,0oo. In i8oq the first ste;
was built by John Molson', the fare from Montre;
Quebýec and return being $17, and in 1813 an(
steamecr was launched, white in i 81 the Legi-slatuî
Lower Canada granted £25,0o0 towards building
L.achine Canal.

Iii 1825 the city was supplied with water by ba
haulcd around in carts. In 1822 the General Hos
wns established, also the Board of Trade, white the
craft to pass through the Lachine Canal was in i
The Harbor Board was established in 1830, and the
was incorporated two years later, whule the gas w
were commenced on a smnall scale in 1837. In 183E-
railway -,as opened between Laprairie and St. Jv
while the Grand Trunk was operated between Mon
aind Brockville, and extended on to, Toronto in i
The Victoria Bridge was opened by the Prince of M~
in î 86o, and a year later the street railway was sta
A century ago Quebec was ahead of Montreal as tc
tonnage of sbips coming to the St. Lawrence.

One can imagine Jacques Cartier's astonishi
were hie permitted to gaze at the city of Montreal to-
Ini r535, lie found fifty buts at Hochelaga, while
1,200 inhabitants were 'aIl Indianis. In z659) there
forty houses; i6o white men, fifty of whom had farn
In 1667 the population was 766. In,1722 the popul,
was 3,000. In 1760 the population was 5,000; there'
only i9 Protestants in rio rural sett]ements in Can
Last year Montreal had an area of forty square tr

MIr. Smith's advice respecting charter tinkerin
good. ''The time is now ripe," lie says, "when a q

prehensive charter should be prepared for the city
mutst bew degrading to our representatives, as well o
orur citizens, to bave to go to Quebec year after yeai
changes in the charter, this charter tinkering giving
mucli opportunity to those who have an axe to grind
would be well to spend a few thousand dollars in the
paration of a charter, which might be called the con
dated charter of the city, and brought down to
giving the city powers to wbicb it is entitled."

1 SMALL CHANGE.

Would-be aviators are attracted by the large
receiv-ed for flying. Aviator Janus, of Wýashington,
ceives one dollar for every minute lie remains in the
If some people were paid at this rate for every mi
tbey were "up in the air" they wo-cuId be able to r,
early in life.

In Calgary, there is proceeding a discussion rèsj
ing a certain official who bas resigned. The other
conversation waxed warni. "The contemptible imp
ýnence of a lot of pinbead brats shaîl flot be allowe
wreck this organization," was one of the verbal s
which stili gives Calgary a claim to being part of
breezy West.
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