The result of the recent competition
in No. 2 district is not exciting a great
deal of interest, certainlly not as much
a8 one would like to see. This is only
the natural result of the way some of the
details were carried out last year, such
as one regiment being penalized for the
absence of keepers on the slung, while
another seemed to profit amazingly by
the interior work of their armouries and
the exira amount of burnishing on their
arms. The more these things were dis-
russed the firmer the opinion became that
too much attention was paid to details
and too little to the actual work that
would go to make up-an efficient regi-
nwent, and if the same plan was carried
out this year as seemed to be the success-
<. one last year, the continunation of the

»mpetition would prove more of a curse
than a blessing. Without & doubt the
original intention of the competition was
towards raising the efficiency of the re-
giments of the district, but it is the opi-
nion of many that the results are not as
promising a& one would like to see. The
competition has revealed in & very ap-
parent manner that all the regiments are
weak iu certnin points, and I question
it & dozen competitions would make any
different ‘#howing. In a majority of
cases the work of some of the subalterus
was very weak and showed an alarming
want of practise, but as many rightly
state, the acvtual ¢rilling time, on a pa-
rade once a week, really gives little ar
uo chance for an officer getting that
practise s0 necessary to iuspire confid-
cnce or to [ind out his weak points in the
details of company drill.  Again, when
the whole reason ie taken up with com-
pany drill aud the greater part of it only
fitted for cercmonial work, the work that
that regiment should be trained to do in
the field is totally neglected and when
a field day comes and the naturc of the
work it entails has to be undertaken, al-
most without practise, the results cannot
be beneficial nor inspire the men with
confidence in themselves or their officers.
Why not let the competition narrow down
to efficiency of the company, both at the
butts and ‘its kpowledge of outpost or
attack work, guard duty, cte.; the re-
sults would certainly be more satisfac-
tory and the time spent prove of untold
benefit to nll ranks.

The military column of the Empire is
the best conducted of any paper in the
Dominion, and the many articles contain-
od therein are always interesting and
instruetive, and show how thoroughly
conversant the author is with the strong
points as well as the weak, the benefits
us well as the wants of the militia force.
The report of the last field day of the
Toronto Garrison is an cxception and the
result of the samc as shown by the Em-
pire, compare:d with the verdict contain-
ed in all the other papers, only goes to
«how that when the military editor is a
sufferer at the feet of his all prevailiug
majeaty ‘“ La Grippe,” the market or so-
ciety reporter is hardly the best one to
do efficicut servico a8 a substtiute.

The resiguation of Lt. Col, Dawson
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from the command of the Grenadiers and
the appointment of Major Masom to the
vacancy, will fleprive one of our Ottawa
corresponidents of omne of his stock in
trade epecials, unless indeed he continues
forecasting the probable resuits to the
regiment, by his ill-timed remarks as to
that officer's religion. With all due re-
spect to the late C. O. the lease of life
to the Grenadiers is renewed and their
prospects of attaining their old position
und efficiency were never brighter thna
they are 4t present. The appointment is
a popular as well as. & deserved one and
at the same time umply provides against
a repetition of the rot that has for some
time past been appearing in papers that
should know better of matters concern-
ing the interior workings of this gallant
regiment.
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The showing made by the Queen’s Own
on the occusion of their last roll call
is one that well deserves mention. It
wae such hs cannot be approached, much
less beaten, by any regiment in the Do-
minion, and despite the result of a
dozen competitions, they can honestly
wear the laurcls which have never been
yet, und I very much doubt if they can
have wrested from themn as the premier
corps of the Dominjon. With a parade
state which Huring the year will average
about 600 ol all ranks, they paraded on
that night 645 strong, including their
fwil stafl of officers, 38 all told and all
qualified, and 52 scrgeants, of whom
ounly about 29 are allowed pay. They
arc complete in pioncer, ambulance and
signal corps have an average parade of
45 in the brass band and 30 in the bugle,
besiles having wan efficient bicycle corpe
of 22 wmen. Under the present strength

of the militia thix regiment only draws
pxy for 468 men. and despite the severo

handijcap they lnhor under ax regards the
quality and quontity of the clothing is-
sued them they have not yet paraded as
low wus their official strength. The
Qucen's Own have more ex-members hold-
ing commissions in the miltiia than per-
baps all the other regiments put to-
gether and cuses arc not uncommon
whers po less that three generations

have parailed in the rank~.
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The 48th Highlanders’ buglers will
during the winter give smoking concerts
to the different companies of the regi-
ment. The first will be held on Friday,
Dee. 15th, to “ A Company. The com-
mittee are Buglers Russell, Stewart and
Selby. . s s

Buglers Ford and Kerr, of the 48th, are
taking a course at No. 2 R.C.L

The first assembly of the Grenadiers on
the evening of December Tth will
probably hold its own with any dance
that may be given this season. Every-
thing seemed to combine to make it a
~uccerg—the viriety of handsome uniforms,
the excellent musie, the well pinane:d pro-
gramme, the dreases of the ladics, and the
excellent supper, all contributed to the
succees of the occasion. The ball was the
first of a scries of three to be given.dur-
ing the winter months, the proceeds to bo

donated to the band fund of the regiment.
The first intention was, had the Gover:
nor General been able to be pre:ent, to
hold the ball at the Pavilion, but an an-
swer was received to the invitation ex-
tended to him, expressing his regret at
his inabiltiy to attend. One thing is
certain, namely, that Lord Aberdeen
missed a good time by being absent, for
o more pleasant affair could not be ima-
gined. The music was furnished by the
band of the regiment, under Bandmaster
Waldron, and both the selections chosen
and the mnaner in which they were played
were perfect for dancing. The floor was
all that could be desired, and the plea-
sant sitting-room at the head of the
stairs was well patronized by those who
preferred ‘‘sitting it out” to dancing.
The programme, too, was a good one.
The scene in the large room was a very
pretty one when the band struck up the
first extra. There was a large propor-
tion of military uniforms, the dark green
of the Queen’s Qwn, the red uniforms of
the Grenadiers, and the picturesque cos-
tumes of the officers of the Ilighlanders
blending with the many coloured dresses
of the ladies, and the black dress suits of
the civiiians. The supper was scrved up-

-stairs, and was supplied by Harry Webb,

the claret being furnished by
Mr. William Mara. 7The room in which
the dancing took place was decorated
with plnats and ferns, and was divided
into ten divisions, one for each company .
in the regiment. The programme was ar-
ranged 8o that n place was left on which

to enter the place of rendezvous of the

“high contracting partics to each dance.

The air was heavy with the perfume of
flowers, and the room echord with the
hum of conversation and the rippling of
laughter, to an accompaniment of ruste
ling dresses and the rushing of feet over
the floor. Among ‘those present were
Mrs. Kirkpatrick, Captain Arthur .and
Miss Kirkpatrick, and Lt. Col. and Mra.
Otter.

The committee in charge of the ar-
rangements was as followw: Captain
I'assie, chairman ; Capt. Irving, honorary
xecretary ; Mujor Bruce, Capt. Cameron,
(apt. McLean, A«sistant Surgeon King,
Lt. Sweatman, Lt. Willix and TLt. Chad-
wick. )
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Yesterday Lt. Col. Mason issucd the 1st
regimental orders to the Royal CGrena-
diers since he too k over the command.
In the orders Lt. Col. Daweon takes leave
of the regiment. The leavetaking iy x-
pressive, brief, and soldierly. just such ne
could he expected from the gallant offi-
cer who has held the command for six
vears. Following are the orders and the
valedictory :—

Royal Grenadiers’ detail ior week end:
ing December 10th : Orderly officer, Lt.
Sweatman ; orlderly eergeant, Sgt. Farley.

The following extract from the Canada
Gazette, dated Ottawa, 2nd Deccmber,
1893, i« publiched for information of the
Royal Grenadiers: *“To he licutenant
colone], Major James Mason, B.8T., viee
George Dudley Dawson, hwo is permit-
ted to retire, retnining taunk.”

Leave of absence has been grantd to
Capt. and Adjutant McLeau from Decom-



