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MONTREAL, FRIDAY, MAY 24, 1861

ProvisciaL Paruament.—The proceed-
ings of this august body were brought to a close
on Saturday last, st 2 p. m. His Excellency
the Governor Genera! nroceeded in State to the
Chamber of the Legislative Council ; and the
members of the other IHouse having been sum-
moned, and a number of Bills assented 1o in the
pame of Her Majesty, the following speech was
delivered by 1he Governor General :—

Honourable Gentlemun of the Legistalive Council :
Gentlemen of the Legislutive Assembly :

ft affords we much pleasure to find tbat you have
compleied the consideration of such messures ag you
deem necessary for the Province, end that [ am thus
sbie to close the foursh Sessionof this Parliament.

You have in some important partioulars amended
the Crimios! Law, aud facilitated the transsetion of
judicial business.

You have deait with the svveral measures sub-
mitted to you, sod you huve bestowed a patient
attention po the petitions and representations of Her
Majesty 8 Subjects.

! may congretulale you on ke prospects of Cansda
and tae increase of berexports aod imports. The
ships now lying under your windows, ia the River St.
Lawrence, anuounce the opening of an abundant’
traffic, aud 1 pray that Providence may bless our
fields with snother plenteoua harvest,

Gentlemen of the Legiclattoe Assembly:

f thank you n Her Majesis's name for the Sup-
plies which you have liberally granted for the Public
Service. Careshall be taken to expend euch money
in accordunce with your wishes.

Honorable Genllemen ani Genilemen ;

Her Most Gracious Majesty has suffered a deep
domestic afliction, on which you, aa Her loyal sub-
jects, have expressed your condolence and sympathy.
1 bave taken cure to forward your Address to the
Segretary of State for the Golonies.

[ believe that we may 8bortly expect the honorof
a visit, of n private character, from His Royal High-
ness Prince Alfred, And I know that the presence of
apother member of the Royal Family of England
will be a subject of congratulution.

I now relexse you from your Inbours, and prorogue
the Parlinmeant of Canada.

The Spenker of the Legislative Council then said
Hongruble Genllemen of the Legislstioe Council and

of the Legidotive Aseembly:

It is Bis Excellency the Qovernor General's will
und pleasure, that this Provincial Parliament be pro-
rogued until Thuradny, the 37th day of June pext,
Lo be here held, and this Provincial Parliamentis
accordingly prorogued until Thureday, the 2Tih
day of June next. '

NTIWS OF THE WEEBK.

Tuz prospects of the King of Tialy are not
brght. His Parliament is useless for all pur-
poses of legislation, and Cavour bas been com-
pelled to rebuke it for its disgraceful conduct.—
In Sicily there are symploms of more than dis-
content with apnexation, and the Garibaldian
faction are agitating for a Republic, which was
to have been proclaimed at Palermo on the 29th
ult. Measures however were taken to suppress
all popular demonstrations, but only to manifest
themselves on a more favorable occasion. In
the South of Italy a bloody though desultory’ war-
fare is sull kept up betwixt the loyalst patriots
and the Piedmontese mercenaries.  We hear
every day that the “reactionists” have been
crushed in ore district, and every day we also
hear of their reappearance in some other quarter.
The Government of Victor Emmanuel seems
detervined to carry matters with a bigh band in
the conquered provinces ; it has imprisoned the
Archbishop of St. Andres, arrested several of
the cbief landed - proprietors, and threatens the
Archbishop of Naples with a legal prosecution
for having refused to allow public prayers in bis
Catbedral for the usurper. These measures
may win for Victor Emmanuel from Protestants,
tbe praise of beng the champion of religious
liberty ; but they will @ot have much effect in
mitigating the hatred entertained towards bim
and bhis usurped sway, by all true Neapolilan
patriots, and Catholics.
The condition of Poland is the exact counter-
part of that of the Kingdom of Naples; the
policy of the Russian Crar towards the djsaffect-
" ed Poles,is the transeript of that of the Re
- galantuomo . towards the conquered Neapoli-

tans. The latter prescribes to the Prelates of
 the Catholic Church what prayers they shall

recite, how and in what terms they shall ap-

proach the Throne of Grace, and upon their re-’
. fusal fo submit- to his dictation, casts them wto
jail, and confiseates their property. In like man-
B .}-1;='ng'£,'1hrough his deputies, the Russiun despot as-
- .sumes the right to regulate the dev\qtflén_s of his
Catholic Polish subjects, and by official pro-
- clamation directs what hymns shall 'be sung in
their places of worship. In Poland, as.in Naples,
~the Catholic laity and the Catholic Clergy set
the edicts of Cesar in things spiritual, at. de-

t the slightest.rés

Hierarchy are the vii‘{ﬁl lezders of. the patriotic

.| party, the "animating spirit “which “dirécts’ and

controls the agitation for national .independence,
and they are -therefore the first objects of the
foreign despot’s hatred. The most superficial
observer of passing events cannot feil to notice
the close family resemblance betwixt the policy
pursued by the King of Sardinia, and that pur-
sued by the Emperor of Russi, towards the
Catliolic Church and ber Prelates; the student
of history, who dives below the surface, and
traces eveats to their origin, wil find in that re-
semblance additional proof of the close connec-
tion, we may say blood-relationship, which sub-
sists betwixt “ Modern Liberalism * and ¢ Czs-
arism.” Asa specimen, we give side by side,
two passages, both copied from the Foreign
Correspondent of the London T%mes—the one
with reference to the action of the Russian, the
other with reference to the action of the Sardic-
an officials as toward the Catholic Church and
her DPrelates, in Poland and Naples respec-
tively :—

POLAND,

Prip ce Gortschakoff
bas addressed & letter to
the Minister for Eccle-
siastical Affairs which he
commences by eaying
that * it has come to his
knowledge that certain
Roman Catholic priests
bave mixed up politics
with religious officea®
and in which he proceeds
to declare that ** the Go-
vernment would bring
disgrace upon itself if it
delayed to take the neces-
sary measures prescribed
by the law to put an end
to the hatred thus sys-
tematically excited
against it," He then bids
the Minister call the at-
tention of the bishopas to
the conduct of the clergy,
warning them that ¢ the
civil and military Gov-
ernors have received an
order to arres! every ec-
clesiastic, without distinc-
tion of rank or-dignity,
who shall be guilty of
the offence named, in or-
der that he may be pun-
ished with all the ngour
of which the laws =ad-
mit.*— Times Corr.

The similarity of language of the abore edicts
is more than a mere accidental coincidence.® Tt
is the result of that hatred which all tyrants en-
tertain toward the Churchj it is the expres-
sion of the antagomsm which ever has, and ever
must subsist betwixt Catholicity and despotism ;
it 13 but the modern version of the old injunction
laid upon the first Pastors of the Church by her
enemies, wbo, calling before them Peter and
John, commanded them not to speak at all, or
teach i the pame of Jesus. The voice of
Victor Emmanvel 1s but as that of Annas the
Jewish High Priest, and the threats of the Rus-
sian official are but the echo of the menaces of
the Sanhedrim. \We know what eflect these
had ; we may thence easily anticipate the result
of the present persecution.

Prirce Napoleon having prudently declined
any personal explanations with the Duc D'Au-
male, and the latter’s famous pamphlet being
unanswerable because of the truths it contained,
the French Government has deemed it best to
convict the publisher and printer of the offending
work—which, with the accommodating tribunals
existing under Imperial regime, was no difficult
task. Accordingly M. Dumineray, the publish-
er of tbe pampblet in question, has been sen-
tenced to pay a fine of about $1,000, and to one
ears’ imprisonment, and M. Baux, the priater,
to a fine of similar amouat, with s1x months’ im-
prisonmest. ‘This has oot stopped the circula-
tion of the work itself, which is read with greater
avidity than ever. The condemned have ap-
pealed, and so strong is the popular feeling in
thei- favor, that a mitigation of sentesce is ex-
pected.

The Bntish news is of little importance.—
Great importance was attached to tbe outbreak
of bostilities 'in the United States, and an in-
creased naval force 15 about to be dispatched to
the North American Station for the protection
of - British commerce. A proclamation was
about to appear warning British subjects that if
tbey interfere in any manner in the affairs of the
United States their blood will be on their own
heads, and that they need not look for any pro-
tection from. the British Government upon the
plea of being British subjects. In case of a
blockade of the Southera Ports it s probable
that “the doctrines laid down by the Yankees
themselves as to the rights of neutrals and the

« Right of Search” will be applied by the Euro-
pean Powers ; if so, any effectual blockade is out
of the question, and Jonathan will find himself
¢ hoist with is own petard.”
There is really notling new from the States.
The belligerents are “ justabout gowng to begin,”
and have been “just about going to begin” for the
last month. After all it is _to be hoped that
that North and South may  yet agree to an
amicable separation; after which President Lin-
coln and President Davis will sit down to Tiquory
and deadly weapons shall yield place to the
aceful brandy-cock-tail—a consummation most
devoutly to be wished, '

NAPLES.

" The Archbishop of St.
Andrea and three large
landed proprietorr bave
been arrested.

A letter addressed by
the Dirsctor of Public
Worship to the Archbish-
op of Naples bas been
publieked, in which he
reproaches the Archbish-
op with having forbidden

Victor Emmanuel, and
warns him that if he per-
sists in such & course he
will be prosecuted ac-
cording to law.

{dn ghtest.rédpect |
. | for: the injunctions, or prokibitions of ¢ Jack-in-

.| office: T Poland, ples, the” Catholic |

public prayers for King’

ARk L S

ratis

my under-a new ‘name ;- and ‘of having st
it is the inevitable tendency of Protestant prin-
'ciples.s to set amde the Christian law of marriage,
and to subgtit_mé in lieu thereof, the heastly sys-
tem of divorce, which now obtains i almost
every Protestant country upon earth,

Qur cotemporary favors us also with the very
remarkable information that Our Saviour Him-
self admittéd ‘adultery to be a sufficient ground
for divorce @ vinculo; and that the Church of
England holds to the same opinion, . and recog-
mses, ¢ re-marriage” as |lawful to the innocent
party jured by adultery— But even if (his, or
either opinion, is, in the judgment ot Roman Ca-
tholics, erronecus”—continues our cotemporary :

« Siill when they know the beliof is sineerely en-
tertained as justified by the Word of God, such out-
rageous language as that used by the editor of the
True Witness cannot be too strongly condemued.”

« Pawca verba, Master Herald, good worts.”
You jump to conclusions loo hastily, and your
condemnation of the TRug WITNESS is as un-
Just, as as your exposttion of the doctrines of the
Church of England on the law of marriage is
contrary to fact— Whether 4 Our Saviour did,
or did not, admit the lawfulaess of divorce a vin-
culo under any circumstances, is a question we
care not to discuss j for whilst we know with the
assuraoce of faith that He never made such ad-
mission, we cannot chop Scripture with heretics,
or dispute almost the meaning of words until we
have the ipsissima verba before our eyes. The
words attnbuted to Our Lord are not handed
down to you m the language in which He uttered
them ; you bave them only in the guise of a
translation, made, you cannot say by whom, and
of whose accuracy you bave no voucher. We
will not therefore waste ime in disputing as 1o
the meaning of those unknown words, which are
reported very differently in the different transla-
tions of the Gospels which have been handed
down to us. :

The sense 1 winch those words bave been up-
derstood by the Church of England is certainly
not that assigned to them by the Herald. In
theory, that body has always retained the old
Catholic doctrine of the indissolubility of mar-
riage, and has always—to its credit be it said—
denied the right of divorce a vinculo under any
circumstances : but then the Church of England
has—of all the sects—been the most inconsistent
in its Protestantism, and therefore the most
Christian, The Herald 1s guilty of gross injus-
tice towards the Church of England in repre-
senting it as sanctioning divorce a vinculo;
and we would . recommend. to him, before again
dogmatising upon the subject, to make himself a
lttle better acquainted with-the history and doc-
triges of Anglicamism. We admit and admire
his zeal for divorce ; but as yet be has been wmore
successful in establishiug his own ignorance of
the Anglican theory of marriage, than ia refut-
ing the TRurR WITNESS.

Divorce at its best, is but the legalisation of
concubinage, but it assumes its most repulsive
form when restricted to cases of adultery. The
daily experience of the English Divorce Court
shows thal to admit adultery asa valid ground for
divorce a vinzewlo, is but to put a premium upon
crime. I we must have divorce laws, then in the

interests of moralily, divoree should be accorded

for any aud every concetvable cause—forincom-
patibility of temper, or cold feet—except adul-
terg. Of.all legislation on the subject, that is
the worst which actually bolds out inducements
to violate the laws of God, and which, practi-
cally, says to the ill-assorted and: uohappy couple
— 50 long as you' are content to live ‘chastely,
nothing can be done for your relief ; transgress
howeser the divine law of purity, aad you shall
be released, in so far as buman law can release
you, from the bonds which gall your necks.”’—
To insist upon an act of adultery as a legal for-
mality, or preliminary, without which release
from the marriage yoke is impossible, is a certain
means to encourage crime, as the article by us
quoted from the London T%mes by implication
admits. ¢ Shrewd observers of the proceedings
of the Divorce Court”—says that high autho-
rity—are well aware “that ap applicatioa for
the dissolution of one marriage is seldom made
until another has been resolved on, and that Sir
Cresswell Cresswell is aot more the follower
than the precursor of Hymen.” In other words,
the practical operation of the Divorce Courtis
this: A and B, tired of one another’s company,
and intent upon contracting new sexual unions,
by mutual agreement go through the prescribed
formality of adultery; and then being qualified,
by apphication to the anti-Christian tribunal over
whick Sir Cresswell Cresswell presides ay “ the
precursor of Hymen,” they obtain a legal sanc-
tion to their predetermined re-tspousals. In our
opiaton it would be better to grant the divorce
at’ once, without insisting upon the formality of
adultery. _ S R

~ Betwixt the Christian law' of inarnage,-ib-
stated by the Catholic Church, “ one with  one,

‘and:for ‘ever,” and the Gilibiest excesses of : bea-.

then polygamy, there is no middle .gro_n‘n'cj logi--

cally tenable ; and no eommunity.which has cnce.
abandoned the Catholic position bas lopg been

h‘ e a i Y
7 B

il B

:'sion;upon:the restraints

o Gpon nan usts

LBe. a :

.. ¥ The- polygamy. of the.
Mormons'is:but. the logical, and indeed inentable.
consequence “of Protestant tamperings with the.
divine _laﬁof marriage. L
~Nor are the Mormons the only Protestant de-
nomiwation wko bave, by a ngorous. apphcation

‘of Protestant principl es, -arrived at the comfort-.

able conclusion that polygamy is a domestie in-
stitution perfectly lawful to the Christian, and in_
barmony with the Word of God. In Scotland,
it appears that thisis a fundamental tenet of a
Proteslant sect, whose petition in behalf of the
right of polygamy was read in the House of
Commons during a debate on the Marnage Laws
upon Wednesday the 17th utt. This Jocument,
important as showing the tendencies of Protest-
antism, and as an illustration of the * right ot pri-
vate judgmaent” upen the laws of God, was read
by Mr. Lyon, and professed to come from ** The
Communicants of a sect of Protestant Dissent-
ers in the Royal Burgh of Dundee.” It was
couched in the following terms:—

“ That the sect whereof your petitioners are mem-
hers beliaves that there is Scripture warrant for the
continuance of the family institution as it existed in
patriarchal ané Jewish times—rnamely, the state in
which the bead of afamily may have one or more
wives. That your humble petitioners do not adopt
guch a principle from any otber than the purest and
most enlightened motives, and because they believe
it to be in accordanes with the Word of God ; and,
farther, that your petitioners, so long as they are re-
pident in this 1and, angd subjects of the Queen’s Most
Excellent Majesty, never will attempt contravention
of its laws. ~That your petitioners would, naverthe-
less, respectfully state to your honourable House
that they feel it to be a grivance that they sbould,
by the laws of this well-governed realm, be debarred
from exercising their rights of living in conformity
to the dictates of their conscience j and that while
not wishing to impose their views on others, they
yet think that others should allow them to live in
conformity with their own views, and pot impose
their views ob them. That your petitiopers would
call the attention of your honourable House to the
fact that the prayer of this petition is not without
precedent in Her Majesty’s dominione—that is to say,
Her Majesty’s colonies—for that the natives of India
und other nu-Christian subjects of Her Majesty, are
permitted to bave more wives than one. (l.aughter.)
That your petitioners regretted to observe that the
Bill which your honourable Housze pxeeed into a
law in yonr Iast Session for the better regnlation of
the lawe of divorce and matrimonial cauges, did not
contain any such provision as wonld meet the pecu-
liar eage of your petitioners.”

(Laughter.) They then went on to pray

“Your lLiomourable House to pass & law to re-
move these wrongs, by providing that if s man,
the husband of one wife; shall presant himself before
a magisirate, and eolemn.y swear that his con-
gcience believes the lawfulness of the Divine insti-
tution of polygamy, and he therefore wishes to merry
another wife or other wives, the magistrate ghall be
empowered to {asuea licence for the celobration of
such marriage, which shali be a legal marriage, ac-
cording to the iaw of this country, and the issue
‘thereof legitimate ; your honourable House annezing
to the said law Buch provisions as your honourable
House, in your wisdom, shall think &t necessary to
prevent ita abuse. (Laughter.) That thereby your
bonourable Jouse will right the wronga of a con-
siderable number of Her Majesty's aubjects, and ap-
proach one step nesrer to absolute perfection in le-
gislation,”— From Parliamentary Report— 7imes, 17tk
ult.

It will be seen that the prayer of the * Pro-

testant Dissenters™ of Dundee did not meet with
a very respectful bearing from the House of
Commous ; though the conscientious, even if erro-
neous, private judgment of one Protestant sect
in favor of polygamy is certainly ae much en-
titled to the respect of its fellow-sectaries, as is
the opinmon of any other Profestant sect i tavor
of divorce, fo the respect of Catholics. We
know that both are alike condemned by the law
of God, and incompatible with Chrietian eivilisa~
tion; we know that one is the inevitable and
logical precursor of the other; and we speak
of both therefore in terms of unqualified con-
dempation, as we would speak of theft, fornication
and all otber kinds of mortul sin.
" In this we are guilty of ne disrespact to Pro-
‘testants. 'We deem their marrisges, as the unions
of baptised persoss, chaste, honorable-and bholy ;
and we raise 1berefore our bumble voice against
those who would degrade them to the level of
mere concubinage.

Creaicar INTERFERENCE 1% PoLiTics.—
We know not whether the inconsistency, or the
cool impertinence of Proteslauts be the more
worthy of our speeial wonderment. Yo one
breath they deprecate ull interference on the
part of Priests with secular affairs ; in the uext,
they declaim agaiost the Catholic clergy for their
non-interference, for not ‘exerting thewr influence
soon encugh, or actively enough. They are like
the poor wretch at the balberds, of whom the
flogger complained that, * hit high, or bt low,
there was no pleasing bim.”

For example, there has just taken place an
election riot at St. John’s Newfoundiand, the
origin of which is as yet obscure, The military
were however called out, and after some trouble,
and with some loss of life to the rioters, they
succeeded in quelting the tumult. To the mdst
of the fray the Catholic clergy were to be seen
rushing through the crowd, exborting, command-
ing the people to disperse, and to retire te their
homes ; and in consequence of this * cleneal .in-
gcrfefénc_e,” amongst the names of the persons
shot by tbe traops, we find that of the Rev. Mr.
O’Donnéll, a Catholic Priest. 4 loeal journal,
the Eapress, l.hus' coip_qi:eh‘lé_ on the {ransaclion :
U 61E isdae to .‘Hg,Romﬁ.ﬁ Catholic elergy to state

that ihey went among the crowd, commanding .and’
entreating thém to diaperse, and yo bome, without
suggess! T
Such conduet must,

one will naturally e'x;ect;

.oommencement might have redirained them, |

.of 1he Bishop and clergy’ of Torouto upon the |
‘offlending journal for its absurdity and impietf: B

the Protestant ~journals find occasion thierein 1,

reproach ‘the Clergy ~ with'their ‘von-interférence
in matters secular, and to hold them up to the

public as mora’_llj'r 'responsiblé for the Tiots

: "‘.Thua,:ﬁe_hkve another inetance of what
frequently observed, that when men: become
and resort to. desds of viulence,

hﬂb l)‘een
excileq
those who ot 1y,

‘control over them."—1b. ' o el
ﬂ'We, have witnessed violent political riots in
Montreal ; we bave seen Her Majesty’s repre.
sgntative outraged, and the Parliament Houseg |
burnt down by 2 Protestant mob ; but we are
not aware that any Protestant clergymen of any
denomination exposed themselves to personal dan-
ger, or to the chances of a stray musket ball, iy
their efforts to restrain the rioters; but we haye
never heard that any Catholic journahsts had the
impertinence to insinuate that, to the apathy of
the Protestant clergy, the brutal and disgracefy
political riots of 1849 were w0 any manger attn.
butable.

‘We are told also that the Governor of Ney.
foundiand, Sir Alexander Bannerman, has had
»the bad taste and the bad manners to address a
letter, couched in the spirit of the above given
extract from the Ezpress, to the Bishop of Ney.
foundland, reproaching His Lordship and ),
Clergy for not baving used their influence at (le
right ume. We can scarcely brmg ourselves 1g
believe that a gentleman could so far forges wha
was due to lnmself, to his office, and to the
gacred character of the illustrious and amiable
Prelate and the reverend clergymen whom he
addressed, as lo write to them in the followiy,
terms, which we find quoted in the Montreq)
Herald of the 22nd instant, from the Bosig,
Transcript :—

. . o
tho fafiencs of your clergy  peedumiably cien
height of a slorm, when men's passions were sxrougls
excited—but I have never seen that influence usy

at the beginning of that storm, when it might .
80 very beneficial Lo the peac}e of socimy.'-‘g prove

Analyse this reproach, and to what does i
amount ? That the influence of the Catlolic
Clergy is most wigorously exerled then, when it
is most needed, and when its exercise, is ac-
companied with no small amount of person
risk, as in the case of the Rev. Mr. O’Donpel
shot by the troops whilst exercising his influence
over the rioters of St. Jobn’s.  What would
the Governor havel Our Newloundiand Dos-
berry, we suppose, would only bave 1he inﬂz-
ence of the Clergy “appear when there is o
need of such vanity.” This we take to be e
meaning of the complaint that it is only appareal
when the storm ruges, and is kept in reserve for
seasons of emergency ; and yet it might have
suggested itself to the Newfoundland Solouto
have inquired whether, in quiet tmes, the infs- §
ence of the Catholic Clergy tght not be exer
cised over their flocks m a manner of which
Protestants cannot take cogmsance.

1t might be asked to o—what right have Dro-
testants to expect that the Catholic Clergy shal
attempt to exercise any influence at all orer
their people ? They are not stipendiaries of the
State; from the Civil Magistrale they recem
nothing ; and to bim they owe nothing but what
every other citizen equally owes. Why ten
should special services be exacted from them?
And yet, we say it fearlessly, throughout the
Britisb Empire, always and everywhere is the
inuence of that Clergy actively at work m the
cause of order and authority. Tt 15 so exercised
in Canada; it 13 so exercised in Ireland—as
witness the complaints of John Mitchell ; and it
is so exsrcised n Newfoundiund ; and it it be
pot always suce essful, if -the exhortations of the
Priest are sometimes disregarded, and his paci
fic counsels are despised by those to whdw they
are addressed, it is because rotestants lase
been only too successful in decrying priestly in-
terference, and in creating prejudices again
ecclesiastical influence. They have done ther
utmost to diminish the influence of the ¢ Romnt” §
Clergy ; they are incessont in their denuncit-
tions of the interference of Priests and Bishop B
with politics, even when spiritual interests ae
directly affected by the acts of the legislator; |}
and yel, in times of trouble and riot, when P'ro-
testant Ministers prudently — small blame  J
them — keep close within doors, and out of B
barm’s way, whilst the Catholic priest regardles
of death or mutilation rushes forth amidst the B
combatants armed only with his crucifix, and
the name of the God of peace bids the tuml
cease, the only thunks the. fatter receives for i |
gratuitous services to the State and to the Civl
Magstrate are a sneering paragraph i 1 Protest
ant jourpal, and aw insolent letter from a [ |8
testapt Colonial Governor! Surely thereis®?
inconsistency like Protestant inconsistency, ¥
impudence likke unto Protestant imp udence!

A Protestant cotemporary takes the Zoront B
Freeman to task for its language with referei g
to the Blessed Virgin, and invokes the censu® S

* "We should ‘bot prestiime to_interfere in &
matter, believiog the: Freeman:to:be.fully coif
‘petent to” deal with'its Protestant assailant, Wtk

it oot that our attention. kad “beea. especialf |
¢ o



