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VOL. Vil
" LEGENDS OF THE SWADDLERS.
These disgusting, because blasphemous, effu-
sions of the Soupers in Ireland, are admirably re-
viewed in the following letter by Mr. Maher, in
his reply to an article by the Rev. Mr. Massey,
which appeared in the Carlow Sentinel ; and in
which the writer deprecated the anticipated cri-
ticism of his Iomish opponent in the following

terms :—
« He (My. Maber) promises the public much

§ sport, out of the rough leaves of a diary kept by
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my scriptare reader. I do trust, for hisﬂown
sake, thal his wit may not lead him to treut.twod’s.
holy word with irreverence, like a scoffer, of
whom the celebrated orator Melville has said lis
delight is to take the lightnings of the Almighty
and make them flash for his own amusement.”>—
Rev. Dawson Massey's Letter to the Carlow
Sentinel.

This awlul warning, couveyed in such strange
phraseology—so cliaracteristic of Mr. Massey
—remindsine of the duly of redeeming my pledge,
which T made some weelks since o the public.—
Had it not beeu thus noticed I should, mest likely,
have forgotten it.  In dealing with the subject,
to relieve Mr. Massey’s anxiety, I beg to assure
him that T shall not attempt to play with the
lightning of heaven, although T feel disposed ta
laugh at, and hold up to public scorn the enorinous
hypoerisy, and veligious ribaldry of lis Bible-
readers and all other Tartufles of the present
day. Inbringing the evangelical labors of the
Seripture readers before the public, it appears to
us, that the most satisfactory course, to all par-
ties, will be to give their very words, as we [ind
them in the reports of those proselytising socie-
ties with wlich the country is overrun. One of
them having in its service no less than [fifty-six
Bible-renders, including the man of Graigue, as-
sumes the style and title of the

LADIES’ IRISH ASSOCIATION,
For Promoling the Rclig}oy:;‘ Instruchion of the Nalive
risit.

These pous missionary Ladies, devoted to the
ministry of ¢ the Word” are under the govern-
ment of a select commiltee, of five-and-twenty
of their own sex, Ladies learned in the laws,

_strong in faith ; and forty-four Parsons, whom
the report denominates Superintendents.  Fongy-

. four Parsons !-—that is somewhat more than a
Parson and a half to superintend cach commitlce
Lady. The Sceretary is o Miss Mason, who
Las filled that office with great eclat for nearly a
quarter of a century. In teath it may be said
that she has grown grey in the service. This
comniitee directs the proselytising operations of
the hfty-six Seripture-readers, upon whom it has
expended last year £1700 195 9d. Sce re-
port, page GO.

. The rexders, whose services we are about to
submit to publie criticism, are, by no meuns, or-
dinary men.  ‘They are the best of their class.
Employed and paid by the Ladies, Mr. Massey
informs us “ thut they are selected, trained, and
superintended by the clergy.” We shall begin
our notice of their pious labors in our own parisl,
as most likely to interest the people of Carlow ;
but, in entering on the subject, we must again
caution the public not to laugh at, nor make light
of; the sacred effusions of the spirit, as embodied
in the diaries of these humble servants of the
Lord, as their employers Jove to designate them.

The first extract, p. 29, shows how the Bible-
reader of Graigue, who sat for ycars ‘at the fect
of .the Rector of Killeshin, collected, at an un-
usually early hour in the morning, men to perform
the evangelical operation of planting the minis-
ter’s potato—how he assisted a Catholic inquirer
to escape from his wife in his night-dress, minus
the body of the shirt—how they ran for their
lives; thinking themselves hotly pursued by the
infuriated woman, the inquirer still undressed and
shivering like an aspen leaf.. The danger being
at length overcowe, and the congregation assem-
bled at the planting of his reverence’s potatacs,
the Bible-expounder of the sacred page, mindful
.of ‘his high ‘vocation, quoied with great unction
many: texts. of Seripture for the Catholic inquirer
and. the other men. '

I the (ollowing extracts, it will give zest to
the subject to know that the letter W stands for
John ' Wall, an . old. Protestant, designated by
Mr. Massey “a Roman Catholic Inguiver” in
hlsfi'!t'.:tlcr?to Moys. Inglis ; the letter D stands for
Dinite 5 the Rev. Mr, M. stands for the Parson
of Bleshin ; Father M. for the Parish Priest ;
and: ‘M siands for Mooney, the Bible-reader,
leDSe “ Diary” revised, corrected, and’prepared
for'the Press by the 25 Ladies and 44 Parsons,

: ‘13_'!'16%:‘1,1‘19;1} to-’.bg given verbatim und lutera-

His

. 4 Went at five o’clock in the morning. to call
for'W-‘-—' and -D— to eome and plant potatoes at
“our:minister’s ; so as I'was at the door' I heard
] — By to'his wiie Lo let out his shirt. I asked,

\_Mh_a_t -way - the matter - and he said that  his
“wife- had Jis: shirt, and . would fot giverit to him.
wife xaid - to:'me; “Begone, -Sataii I’ She

~

weut ‘to -lthe priest -to complain: of him -how : he
‘Was_ paying atteation to my reading the Bible, |

said, ¢ Father M— had told her she could savea
man {rom the devil, but from that Bible reader
is no recovery.” With much difficulty the hus-
band came to the door, and all ke had of the
shirt was the necl in one hand, and his clothes in
the other, and a wild look in his eyes, and he
said, ¢ Come, or she’ll kill some one” So we
took (o the road with speed, thinking every mo-
ment the wife would be after us; but she did not
follow us, and then we waited till he put on his
clothes, and he was shivering like a leal on a tree.
Then we weat to the Reld and fell to work, and
I quoted many texts of Seripture for him and
the other men.”

The second extract, p. 30, exhibits the cou-
rage and zeal of the Bible render.  Te venlures,
natswithstanding the violent opposition of the wo-
man Jezebel, to eall a second time upon Dunne,
to plant the ministey’s potatocs—The ingenious
device of the woman to defeat the eall—How
she suceeeds this time in ontwitting the Bible man
—The Priest gets the merit of the invention :—

“ On Monday I went again to call for D— 1o
plant. potatoes; I kunocked at the door, and he
sidd, with a trembling voice, that ke could not
come, beeause his wile had got up in the nuddle
of the night, when she got hin asleep, and put
his clothes in a tub of waler. "The priest had
told Lier to do this to prevent the mau from earn-
ing bhis day’s wages. So T was obliged to em-
ploy another man.”

‘Wanderful canversion—Mrs. Jazehe! Dunne
wodifies her opintons—finds out that Protestants
are the reverse of devils—implores the Bible
reader’s pardon for tearing ber husband’s clothes
—associates with Mooney—iworks in the same
employment, for which she gives thavks to God,
and promises to go to church:—

% Mrs. D— said she once thought Protestants
were devils, but new she sees the reverse, and
asked wy pardon for the morning she tore her
husband’s clothes, &e., striving to prevent him to
walk with me ; but now she pives her blessing to
her husband-and will go to church. She sees
now plainly that the Book is God’s hook, and
gives thanks to God that she went to work where
she heard how she is to be saved.”

The Bible-reader, Mooney, transformed into
a basket seller—received with much love by the
people in his new character—alttends the fairs,
sells the potato basket, and quotes Scripture for
the purchasers—wonderful success ia trade—saells
eleven (imes more than the unseriptural basket-
maker, assisted by RRoman Catholic inquirers.—
Hurra! hurraf for hypoerisy and humbug, for
the twenty-five ladies and forty-four Parsons :—

I was al the fair selling the baskets made in
our factory 5 I was received with much love ly
those people who knew me, and also bought bas-
kets from me. I returned them thanks, and
guoted {texts for them, remarking the love of
Christ in dying on the cvoss to redeem us from
our sins. I met some of our own Roman Catho-
lic inquirers, who assisted me to sell; I sold
thirty-three baskets before my opposers sold
three.”

Great progress in hypocrisy. Mooney is ad-
mitted to the kitchen of a Roman Catholic shop-
keeper, discovers a Bible, whereupon he rejoices
in the Lord, and undertakes to prove to Miss
Niuneless, that it is nowhere forbidden in
the Bible to receive heretical money into a Ca-
tholic till. He proves, moreover, that a Bible-
reader’s money, or that of a turn-coat like him-
self, would not melt away her capital—a danger-
ous heresy, which the priest attempted in van to
impose upon her. Hurra! hurra ! for the Bibli-
cal enlighlenment of the nineteenth century ! for
the t'wenty-ﬁvc Ladies and the forty-four Par-
sons !—

“ Visited a Roman Catholic who keeps a shop.
There was on the table in the kitchen a Bible,
which secmed Yo be in preity good practice. I
took it in my hand and began to read, when Miss
came into the kitchen. I was very glad,
and gave thanks to God when T saw the change,
for a few years ago she would not allow a turn-
coat like me to rome near ler, or my money into
her till ; she said she was not to blame, for the
priest said all her capital would melt away. I
asked her did she read in the Bible that ali her
capital would melt away il the money of a man
who reads the Bible would enter her till?  She
said, ¢ ne, because it is the Word of God, who
is love, and without the Bible the priest can
make a public fool of a person concerning reli-

ion.” ' ‘

Bad news for husbands. The priests recom-
mend wives to hang them with a rope about their
neck as a legitimate cheek upon all Bible reading
tendencies.  Husbands sustained by the Bible-
reader persevere in spite of jriest and wives.—
Bad rews for wives.——Quare.—~As haoging is a
sinless operation, would it not be more -natural
and a wiore eflectnal check to . Biblicism, to re-
co,gpm_end the hanging of the Bible-reader him-
selfz—" ' L
+ ¢« Visited a convert, who told me that h’is“w‘il'é.'

v

and that he intended going to church. The
priest told her to put a rope round his neck, and
hang him before she would allow bimto go
church with that man, who destroyed many souls
in this parish. e says, ¢ He will hear God’s
IIoly Word in spite of priest or wife, and he is
thank{ul to me for reading it for Lim.””

Last extract from Graigue. An interesting
dinlogue between the Bible-reader Mooney, and
a man 45 years of age and his beloved wife Calty.
The priest is introduced as taking Catty’s name
out of the ¢ Book of Life,” whereupon the lms-
bund exclaims— No more Priests 77

“ Visited K , and read 1 John i. Ile said,
although he was 45 years of age, he did not
know how man’s soul was to be saved only thro’
the priests.  Lead some other passages, when le
asleed, ¢ What do you call that book 7 I said,
¢ Phe Bible.”  He then said, ¢ Is that the boole
the Priest forbids the people to read P I “sauid,

¢ That is the very blessed book Ie called to

his wife, ¢ Catty, Catly, do you remeniber when
the Pricst called us to pay our Iaster dues ; he-
cause we had no money, he said surely he would
take our names out of the book of lile, and then
we would be lost for ever for the want of paying
onc 25 6d.  But now, he said, % no more Priests
while T live—"

In anothier part of the “report,”? p. 83, we
read that the Bable nan fell <ick, but that his
tirne for going up to Heaven had not yeb wrived.
Che people love him very mweh, pray for his re-
covery, listen to his commentaries with great at-
tention, kill a sheep, and send him seme of the
mutton, saying the broth would do him good.—
Hopes to div soon :—

“T have to tell thal during wmy illness I was
visited by many Rowanists, to whom, from time
to time, I was enabled to tell of a Saviour’s love
to my soul, to which some ol them hstened with
attention : some of them learning, praying for my
recovery. ‘Lhere is a Romanist family whom T
always considered the most ligoted in the parish ;
some one {rom their house was sure to come once
or twice a day to inquire after me: these peeple
killed a sheep, and sent me some of the mutton
twice, saying the broth would do me good.

¢« Tt was reported I bad a very bad fever, but
the Lord’s time for saying, ‘come up bither,
seemingly has not arrived yet, though I do be-
lieve it will be soon.”

Page 36, a Bible-reader writes :—

“Visited a mason. This man had a great wel-
come for me, and wondered why I stopped so
long without calling at his place. ¢Have you
the Bible about you ¥ said he. ¢TI have a Ro-
man Catholic one.” ¢ Better again, said he.~—
Often I spoke to the wile about you, saying, what
happened the man that earries the Bible with him
reading for the people 7 e took the Bible and
read part of two chapters to the wife: he said
he often thought of getting a Bible, and would
not be much longer without one. I told him I
would lend bhim one, till such time as he could
make out one: he sad le would wait, may be
your own would make a Protestant of me.

“ Was nearly three hours reading with a far-
mer : he is so cager to hear me speak and read,
he leaves off work the moment T enter his house,
but the family leave it. I said to him, perhaps
the women are not willing that we should speak
of religion? Never mind those women, they are
¢ contrairy > if they don’t like to listen, let them
mind their business. DTerhaps they will blame
you when I go? Let them blame away, 1 will
put up with the blame for the sake of hearing you
read : nothing gives e more delight: I do be
glad the moment I see you comiang in.

“ Read in a shop. Many were present, After
some talk I said Roman Cathalics boast of be-
longing to the old and true Church, the pillar and
ground of truth—if you are such you will not
refuse answering me a few questions to lead me
right if Tam astray. What is truth 7 All looked
carnestly, but no answer. As Roman Catholics
are you not able to answer a man whom you look
on as a heretic?  Will you not set me right if
you think me wrong? Not an answer, but all
looking, some of them with opencd mouths and
fastened eyes, wondering, so I went on for some
time, hut still no answer.

“You just speak truth, said several voices
from the people that thronged to hear.: So we
parted in ‘good friendship, I telling them to get
Bibles for themselves, and not be deceived by the
priests. As I went out of the shap, several voices

shouted, ¢ Long life to you—you are a great fel-

low?- I beard afterwards that they argued for

- hours among themselves. :
“ There are few new conversions from Popery,

but many are secretly believing the truth, and
will, 1 trust, be open.professors of it,. . ... .
“’I'he effocts of the Church of llome here-are

:superhuman now to kiep the population from us.

All means are used, and the Nationai Schiool sys-
e hias almost entirely destroyed our* Seriptaral

#Schaols. .“1 can. rarely pet a Roman: Catholic,

child lo come to us. There area great.many in-
leresting - inquirers, however, in thia district,’ and
light is spreading.” = . S ’
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‘Basleet seller, £ canuot pretend - say.
style and matter, "the cant and folly of the ex-!
Aracts very wuch resemble the writings of the |

respect—be himselfviewng the

I'o circulate this low ribaldry, this indecent
travesty of sacred things, fanatical women of un-
steady minds and ill-regulated piety collect large
sums of woney, and forin themselves into com-
mittecs, giving thanks to god ““that they are
thus privileged in spreading the Gospel light in
many remote and dark corners in Ireland.”” Good
Heavens! is it possible that they are so far blind-
ed, as not to perceive the frightful iniquily of
their proceedings.

The reports of the prosleytising societics are
very voluninous. 1 have read them extensively
and I pledged myself that the above extracts ave
a fair specimen of the whele,  Nothing certainly
can bring out in bolder relief the low bulfoonery,
the base hypocrisy, the gross ignorance, and
enormous lietions of those associations, than the
pages of their own reports.  In considering the
subject, one cannot help asking (o what state
have we come, when the oflscouring and rullian-
ism ot socieiy are drilled, banded together, and
hired at an enonnous price, to bring disgrace by
their ignorance and knavery on the very name of
religion?  tundreds of this elass ave let loose
on society——uten ton idle or too vicious to work
out an honest livelihood in there proper sphere—
men without mental training or discipline of any
kind, withont education o knowledge {or profes-
sional life, ticket-of-leave men in the Chuaveh, are
set up by w cfub or comwmittee of female Iovau-
gelizers to exponnd the wwinl mysteries of Cliris-
tiauity, to exadicate Divine faith from the public
mind.  Upon the nature and chavacter of these
procecdings there can be no second opinion.

I'lic notabilities of tis evangelical commitic,
aboul half-dozen in number, arve ladies of the
wetropolis, wha, whilst their husbands are engag-
ed in the courts of justice, or the Casile of Dub-
lin, give up their time to ¢ the ministry of the
word.” Such lanatical eccentricities cannot be
tolerated without detriment and injury to reli-
gion. Pemale influence is most useluliy exerted
within the sphere marked out for it by Provi-
dence—the quiet cirole of domestic life.  There
it is invaluable ; there the gentle force of theiv
counsel and good example 1s felt to advantage ;
but when ladies overstep that limit and sally forth,
with bible in hand, armed at all points for tilt
and tournament in ihe arena ol controversy;
when they come out, leading on, and guiding a
troop of 1gnorant swaddlers, they display a total
forgetfulness of the proprieties of life and of all
that gives dignity and attractiveness te their own
character.

This is my old-fashioned notion, and L doubt not
that St. Paul took the same view of the subject
when he requested the ladies of Corinth to learn
at home, for <[ swlier not (he says Tim. ch. 2
a woman 1o teach or usurp authority over the
man, but to be iu silence.”

Tt isa grievous seandal to society, and a deep
disgrace ta the Clergy of the Iistablished Church,
that they do not put an eflectual check upon such
demoralising  extravagancies.  Folly, impicly,
and Puritanism of this kind have banished reli-
gion from the hearts of millions m Lngland,
where the masses of prople are left exposed to
such corrupting influences, and they would have
produecd the same elfect, the same loss of faith
in Ireland, were they not happily counteracred
by the salutary and restraining discipline of the
Catholic Church.

To enlighten ignorance, Lo remove error is, un-
questionably a good work ; but the agencies emn-
ployed must be nroportioned to the task—other-
wise, religious zeal degenerates into canting hy-
pocrisy, and the most reprehensible and mischie-
vous fanadicism. Daes religion ar comman seuse
commission unlettered peasants to expound Serip-
ture and sell baskets at the public fairs ?7—to
plant ministers’ potatoes, and sow the sceds of
the word?—to mauke their way to the scullery
and discuss theology with the kitchea manl—to
malign, in every sentence, the Catholic Clergy in
the name of the Gospell—to circulate lying
tracts, such as I have quoted from 7—to post up
cvangelical hand pills $—to pry about the back
lanes to tempt the child of misery, by an invita-
tion “ to the unfziling meal tub,” to abandun the
religion of its parents?  Such, without exagge-
ration, are the works of Scripture readers, as
narrated by tkemselves; such the demoralising
system of evangelical quackery, sunetioned by
parsons and worked out by the faded beauties of
the metropolis. If anything could dispose the
ever-faithful people of Ireland to sneer at refi-
giou—to think lightly of ts sacred ordinances,
ar reject it altogether, this low, cauting hypo-
crisy, the extravasated zeal of excitable wamen,
tolerated by their husbands and encouraged by
evangelical authority, would certainly; do it.

Whether the « diary” of the evangelical move-
ment in Graigue has been edited by “the Llev.
Mr. Massey or his eloquent Scripture reader The
The

venerable rector, and: moreover the, soleinn . wirn-
ing which he gave me not to tredt. thein i with dis-.
DA 40N sCN3E 1S,
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 God’s IToly Word”—incline me to the opinion
that the authorship helongs to the Rector. But
the poiat is not of much importance.
There is one feature in the case which has af-
ford me some gratification. A proper sense of
character has, T rejoice to see, induced the ladies
of Carlow and the Protestant clergy of the town
to withold all aid from this foolish congregation
of bibilical women. 'The only assistance which
the enormous f(olly has received in this dislriet
has been that ol two eollections in Killeshin
Church, aflter seninons, amounting in all to the
beggavly snm of £2 Is. 6d. It appears, more-
over, from Miss M. C. Blassey™s calleeting card,
that the Countess of Aldborough gave one pound
and the Rev. D, Massey Lalf ene. 'Ihe folinwing
itemas Gl up the card in those words aud letters :

«. d.
Mammae...oooiveenn . 26
Trances Massey. o vevnenes 10
M. C. Massey.oovevvnen., b0
o, o0 eeeieres.. 0
AL S, PR B 4
TS O T U
DG Musseyeeecaeeoiues 206
A Thanks Offering. ... 10

The Ladies conclude “their veport declaring
“hat theiv fuad is utterly exteeeted, wod that
during the fast twelve months they reaeived very
miicl less than any year since 1527, This ap-
nouncement indicates w relen of gosid sense, a
clear appreciation in the country of the enovmous
wischicl aitempted by the proselyiising sovicties
—that hypoerisy, cant, wnd vain intermeddling,
beyond sphere, which characterize a certain class
of nervous wornen, are gieatly on the wane.

Janrs Stages.

REV. DR. CAHILL
0N THE FUTURE COXDUCT OF THE ADVOCATUEE
OF TENANT RIGHT.

The result of the Ceneral Election in Lreland,
will, at the end of the next week, prove that the
question of Tenant right has made an advance
in the public mind much more successful thaa its
most sanguine supporters conld bave anticipated.
In the various addresses put forward by the dif-
ferent eandidates, we see gentlemen of large
landed property, the connexions of persons of the
highest rank in Ireland, proelaim therr willing ad-
hesion to the universal settlewent of a Tenant
right, even as gketched in Sharman Craviford’s
bill.  "The question which two years ago was
seouted from the consideration of the lnndiords
of this counlry is uow discussed as a topic of na-
tional interest, is admitted in the lighest quartcrs
as a necessury legislation, and, in all probability,
will become tie faw of the land before the nest
General  Election, which will certainly teke
place within erghiteen months fron the present
tiwe. 'The near approach of the next dissolution
of* Parliament is a fact, which will add irresist-
able power to this bill amongst the aristovracy s
and will stimulate every constituency in Teeland
to put forth the very last clfort of their legiti-
mate coergies to send no man to Parlizment, ne
matter what his other quatifications may be, with-
out being solemnly pledged to stand unflinchingly
under the standard of the advocates of this mea-
sure. '

But of what use is the union and the persever-
ance ¢ the ITouse, unless they have the union
and the constancy of their constituencies owt of
the House? This external legul confederacy
was the lever which gave to O’Connell bis gigan-
tic power : every word he spoke in St. Stephen’s
was copied at home with approbation, inle the
Liberal Press, and was echoed at home with en-
thusiasm by the millions of his encouraging coun-
trymen. Ireland was his audience much more
than the assembled Senate : like the correspond-
ing necdles of the electric telegraph, when he
moved Ireland moved ; when he lifted his her-
culean arm against the enemy, Ireland instantly
followed up the blow ; and gave hin a position,
a dignity, a power, which even in a kope-
less case dissolved Ministries, made Cabinets
tremble, and gained for Ireland a respect, a pres-
tige, which still accompanies our name, our fate,
and our struggles, all over the civilised world.—
‘Lhis external support is more neccessary in the
presert pasture of our affairs than perbaps in any
former period of our histery. 'Fhe faithful per-
secuted {recholder, the struggling cottier-farmer,
the starving laborer, have their eyes fixed onthe
issue of this contest in the hope of procuring
for industry its honest reward, and of ‘securing o
resting-place from the terrors of famine, the hor-
rors ol the emigrant ship, and the heart-rending
dearh scenes of the foreign f ver and cholera”
hosptals.  While, therefore; alt the Irish constiz -
tuencies demand ‘honor, courage, and sell-sacri--’
fice from their sworn represéntatives, all the arti=
zan, all the laboring classes, ail the poor‘have a "
national clum (in self defence) to call on the en
tire frechold and Commercial Catholic populatio
0 uiiife’ in a‘resistless combination ‘at’ heme ‘to’
support the opinions and to aid the ‘viewvs'of: ‘ou

' Cll,illl;l;l“ﬂl:.‘pf S
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Earliamentary citampiods on the other sidi’of the




