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Christ, regarded the proclamation of the Gos-
pel through every nation. The spiritual ea-
dowment of the Church is for the fulfilment of
this cffice. Mirsions, therefore, bocome & test
and & measure of the life both of the society
and of the individusl beliaver.

The Gospel itself corresponds with this un.
limited charge of proclaiming it. It isin its
patare nniversal. It is not for oae class, or for
one race, or for one age, but for all; and it kias
aiready abundantly vindicated its claini to uni-
vorsality. Tbe message of the Incarnation
¢ah; indeed, only be fally tunderstood by the
help of every section of humanity ; and, when
we look back, we can see how different races
bave contributed to form our own icheritance.
Every progressive people has been mounlded by
Christian ideas, aud advances by that which it
bas received from the faith. This process of
pational evangelization is still in the course of
accomplishment. It offers opportunities for
every variety of service, for zeal, forsympathy,
for wisdom, for Christian statesmanship. New

openings for effective action demand increased |

forces widely different in character. In Japan,
for example, which fifty years sgo was closed
against the missionary, the movement towards
Christianity is now so wide and rapid as to re-
quire watchful control. In India, again, Islam
and the Gospel have atlast met for the firat
time under circumstances which make mutunal
understanding possible, and call for the fresh
devotion of sympathetic teacbers. In these
wider labours every Christian, when once he
unde-stands their true meaning, must have
gome part. So far as he lives, his life must
reach in prayer, or in &lms, or in personal ef-
fort to the utmost limit of the realm which
. his Master claims.

2. Such reflections enforce upon every Chris-
tian an active share in the work of foreign mis-
sions. They impose a peculiar obligation upon
Fuoglishmen. The colonies and the commerce
of Eogland bring with them an inevitable in-
fluence upon other races. Kuoglishmen must
be missionaries for good or for evil. They
carry and impress their character over the
whole world. It is sufficient to recall the ex-
tent- of our direct national influence in order
to estimate the weight of our respounsibility.
The thought of Canada, of Africa (south aund
east and west), of Australia, of Polynesia,
calls op problems which require their solution
from the Gospel. Not to dwell on these, it
must be enough to single out India for special
attontion. Here there can be no doubt as to
our paramount duty. This vast and complex
empire is immediately dependent upon us. The
races which it inclades offer an epitome of the
peoples and faiths of Asia. They are consti-
tutionally religious, so that onr greatest dangers
have come not from confessing our faith bat
from dissembling it. The circumstances of our
conquest lay us under an overwhelming debt
of spiritaal reparation.

Aud yet, what bave we done hitherto to dis-
churge our religious duty? To mention one
fact only which has been strangoly cserlooked,
we have at preseunt hardly approached the wo-
men of the higher castes. We have not, in
other words, gained the sympathy of those
whose religions inflnence must be dominant in
the Hindu family. Ourc evangelists need to be
muliiplied ten-foid, at least, to occupy the
places which are waiting for them in educat-
ion, both male and female, in preaching, in
guiding the growth of Christian commuuities,
in providing sound and wholesome literature,
in fostering the independence of native life and
thought.

Mecanwhile, the general action of Western
civilization is rapidly disintegrsting the fabric
of Indian society. Old safeguards of conduct
are destroyed without our purpose or will, and
we have not yet supplied that positive teaching
which is sble to preserve and enoble all that
is salutary in the order which is passing away.
To do this, while there is yet time, requires an

effort immeasurably greater than any which
has yat been made, and it is for Eaglishmen to
make it. '

3. The work of foreign missions is thus laid
upon Englishmon with exceptional weight by
the counsel of Providence, both in the atress of
its necessity and in the amplitade of its bless.
ing, The necessity and the bléssing belong

ot again in an exgeptional degree to Hoglish
hurchmep. The National Church is the spiri-
tial organ of the empire. It eipresses the
general religious history and character of the
Eoglish people. Such a pasition involves not
so much privileges as duties. It brings to the
Nationa] Church a respounsibility which no
other Christian communion cac share. Eng-
lish colonists, scattered over the world, are, as
it were, ontlying parishes which claim her
anxions care, Heathen races included in the
empire are in a special sense commended by
God to her forethought and love.

The charge rises before us in ils momentous
and unquestionable significance. At the same
time it becomes an occasion of hope. For if
the English nation is made to be the fruitful
mother of nations, the English Church hbas
been endowed with the gifts which mark it a8
pre eminently & missionary Church. It is
Catholic, Apostolic, Scriptural. It combines
the principle of order with the capacity for
progress. It is able to assimilate new truths,
and to quicken old and decayingrites. In this
respect it has a unique office towards the Qrien-
tal Churches, neither neglecting nor absorbing
them, but enabling them to regain the purity
of the primitive faith which they have nover
formally abandoned.

No words can be needed to enforce the prac-
tical conclusions which follow from these con-
siderations, If the facts to which they point
aroe once recognized in their true meaning and
urgency, they must inspire every one who has
received the faith wish strenaous zeal to ex-
tend it. The obligations and the encourage-
ments of work for foreign misssions will form
part of the ordinary training of every parish.

Obedicnce to the Lord’s command would be
imperative upon us even if it appeared to be
attended with no immediate results. . But in
pointof fact the results of missious, direct and
indirect, are great beyond ail proportion to the
mcans employed. The power of the Gospel to
raise and to c-asten Jow and degraded races
has been emphatically recognized by travell.rs.
Statesmen have borne the fullest witness to the
gervices which Christianity has rendered to In-
dia. There have been failures and mistakes in
the tonduct of the work; but these only es-
tablish the need for deeper thought, for wider
co-operation, for more sympathetic self-repre-
gion, on tho part of those to whom it is in-
trusted,

[t is acarcely necessary to add that the work
of foreign missions nearly concerns us at home.
It is our own work. It unites our many fellow-
labourers among us with a fuller sympathy. It
opens to us tho prospect of a larger hope. The
Gospel comes baock to thoze who sent it with a
new force, as it is interpreted by the conditions
of other forms of life. There are already
signs that the mission field will before long
offor to God the rich earnest of a restored unity
of Christendum.

Meanwbile every act of self denisal, counsel,
and supplication, must bv jriced with prase
and thanksgiving. The effect of the Days of
Intercession for Missions has been felt through-
out the Church. We bhave been allowed to see
that mission work is indeed our own work by
the revelation among us of 8 God Who answers
prayer. This experionce encourages us to
look with confidence to the hearty acceptance
by the whole Church of its corporate duty in
regard to the extension of the Gospel for that
maaifestation of epiritual power through which
the victory of Christianity will be reahzed in
the present age,”

NEW HeSPITAL FOR THE SISTERS OF
ST. JOHN THE DIVINE, TORONTO.

The Foundation stone of the new Hospital
of the Sisters of St, John the Divine, was laid
in the afternoon of June lst, 1888, It wasa
mdst impressive and intorosting céremny pec-
formed anlid happy dnd propitious dircdmstan:
Cog. .- | v :
.. It is sjluated on Major street, just nerth of
College street) it has.a frontage of 140 feet,
and i3 from 40 .10 100 feet in depth. It is to
be a handaome building of best brick of two
atories with good basement and attic; Mossta.
Durling and Curry being architoots. This
hospital is only for the diseases of women, and
is t) supersede the present cottage hoapitul,
now much too small. This will contain 26
or 30 beds, whoreas the ene now in use hua but
9, It will further enable the Sisters to extend
their work to other branches not allowed by
proesent limited space.

The choir and clergy met in tho schoolroom
of St. Stephon’s Chureh, it being about five
minutes walk from the new hospital. - This
choir was composed of contributions from 10
of the city Caurches, being 90 in number, and
30 clergy. They went in procession along
Cullege and up Major streets, singing : “The
Church’s one foundation.”

Tho procession was led by & membar of St,
Matthias choir bearing the Prooessionn! cross;
ana the Bishop of Toronto with the Rav. A. J,
Broughall, bearing his Pastoral staff before
him, and the Bishop of Niagara coming last,
A large platform had boen erosted for the
choir, where the Sisters and some of the aigo-
ciates had reserved seats, and quite u crowd of
people bad gathered to witness the intoresting
evont, )

There was a short Dedicatory sorvice con-
sisting of guitable prayers and hymns and the
46th Psalm. Then came the laying of the
stone by the Bishop of Toronto assisted by tho
Bishop of Niagara. A Parchment wag firat
read containing the names of the Siators and
other information customsry on similar oooas-
ions, and plucel in a oavity of the stone, ulso
a sermon on Sisterhoods by the Bishops of
Toronto, Trinity Colloge Culendar, 1838, Bishop
Strachan School Calendur, 183%; some of the
Charch and daily papers, &e.

A fow addresses were then given, the first
by tho Bishop of. Niagara who spoke of the
bappizess of a life devoled to Christ, especianlly
when joined togother in & community asin
Sisterhoods. The Rev. Dr. Mockridge, of
Hamilton, spoke of the value of women’s work
in rescuning the fallen, and hoped the sisters
would one day be enabled 1o take up this
branch of Church work. Dr. Temple wus noxt
called on and spoke in deservedly complime: .-
tary terms of Ltho nursing departmont of the
Sisterhood. He said he had loug telt the need
of a h wpital tor the diseases of womon where
pertect quiet and retirement combined with
skilful nursing could be obtained. These ro-
quirements he found in the hompital of the
Sisters of St, John the Divine, and he would
not hesitate to leave the most criticul case un-
der the cure of the mother Superior,

But even while listening to those speches we
could not but admire the unique picturesgue-
ness of thescin-, There wore the sinters, ten
of thom in their quamnt and sombre diess with
happy fuces; the choir, their white surplices
in cuntrast, gleuming io the golden snoshine:
the brighbt hoods of some of the clergy, and the
Bishops in their robes, sll set in a background
of red brick and scaffolding, while & vust con-
course of people, woust reverent and uttontive
thro: ged all the adjoining property, up and
down the street the fences, the trees, evory
place whence a view could be obtained of the
stope, or a8 too often happened not obtained,
And our thoughts instinciively go back to the
day of small things—not 8o vory small either
~—t0 the first year when the Bisters worked



