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IT irs a latUdable, aufi nlot WhOlly dosca caria-
sity, that loves f0 trace exiÉting social cusome to
their source. Moit0civilised nation- observe c er-
tain rites and ceremornea la marriage«, thc.historyý
of which would be li loait amusing. The custoins
of cricieni oriental nations, in this particular, arc
important te be known, ini order to t he elticidating.
Of ,nany passages or Scripture:- and every intelI-ý
gent réader of fthc Bible mutt know something of.
thoe customs. -As Christianity was carried forth
among the. nations first by Jeiva, it *vas, natural
that Clhistians, for* the first genération, abould
adopf the maage customi ofte Jews. Bat af-
ter Chsistianity was adopted by many nations, and
had rcached mnasses of people, if virs naf aral that
the previous customs of those nations sbould tain-
gle with, and modif'y the .le*iih customs. The
nations, under the Roman ride, would be influenc-
ed by Roman laws nda customs. Before this, one
o! tho Roman marriage rites. was that called con-
forreatio, lui which a sacrifice was oiered and a
cake used, madle of cora. This required tZe pre-
senceo! witnesses. Another Romnan marriage rite
was called coemptio. This was a farce, in whicb
the parties married pretended t0 -purchase each
allher with a piece of coin. Thougli Christians re-
jected the Roman cusfomas, sa far as tbey embodi-
ed rites of paga worsbip, yet it miglit nlot be dif-
ficuit, to find remuants of these customs in saine
exisfiag usages; say, for instancèe, the use of the
cake and the ring.

la tihe early Grock Cbnrch, there viera tivû
principal forms of celebrating marriage; one by
presenfing the ring, and flhc other by coronation
off-hc married p air. The first was on this Wise:
The persanstoe inarried stoad at fthc door or the
chapel. Two rings, one o!gold and on of silver,
wvere placed on the table. Thre p riest made thec
s1gn of the cross thrce times on t he hoad of belth,
sad gave them Iightcd wax candales, in imitation
of thie naptialtorchés of pagans; anîd then led thcm
into the chapel, wvbere incense was burt, and a
prayer cbanted by the choir. Then the deacon
uttered a short prayer for the bride.'roomn ad
bride, that God would give thora chiîYdren, and
pence, alla barmony, and ai l rosperity ; the pco-
ple ros onding to every etition, Kurie, elceson
- Lord, have mercy. Thonex the priest fook the
rings andjgave the golden one fo the bridcgroorn,
and the silver one to thre bride, and said, "cThis
servant of God, by this tokein, espouises this hand-
gnaid of God ; il) the nome of tlhe Father, Son and
Holy Glicat, now andi for laver, Amon-" Ibhert
ferning f0 the Waone le said, "gThis handmaid*
otGod," &c. N'ext rcpeafiýng flicsigu io!filic cro
tupon their beads, hie placed the rines on, tbe
fluge-rs o!their ri-ht hand6. Then he ioscd wif h
a raver, wbich consista of saveral pcrversions of
Scrîýpture,to anake if give a warrant for sucli a
use of thering. And after tie bene diction, the
parties wcre dismissed, unlesa in case~s wherc thie
ceremony of crowang ivas added f0 this.

The early Russians, bcing; of fthc Greek Churcli,
had rites somewha't similare but in sane respect.
dîfferent. The bride was prcscnted ta the bride-
groom nt the alfar, by tue priest. Upon Wbich
she prostratcd herself, foucbîng ber hoad te bis
shoe, ini token of obedienice:; and h responded, by
throwing bis skirt over lier, in tolcen of protec-
fion. And to the other tereinonie-s fhey addled
that o! brcaking bread, as a sort o! ratification of
tlic covenant. lIn thre midaf o! songa and dances
thec pricat was . vont to approach the bridegroom,
and chant one of the Pialma of Davidand thon
takt hold of bis hiair, and tiras address bim : «Tell
me, bridegrootir, coa you bc a hiisband to flua
tender 'vonran? Wilyou nofsonrefiines chstise
ber with roda?1 Will yon neyer forsake bier when
sick or decrepîd ?" He. then solemnly plcdges
bimacif to perforin these offices of a good husband.
Then - lic pricat tutns; and interrogafes the bride

-" Whàtbser elhe wiUl fake good cure o! lier hus-
bandes fasnilyand-be. ta hlma a faithful-companion,
e ven if hoe aboula be blinde or crooked, or docte-
pidfI" Aisasn as sireasnents, thie priest placesi
jupon thre boia o! bath a wvreatlr cf flowers; and
aroand the cimaferenceý o! the crown are. inser-
td tfe c word8, le -ItiCZasas ANDM Çr«.P1.
Af (bis instant, each o!the guestaUlighfsa wax
candle, and flic foaming goblef is presented te flic

rst: h. drinks f0 the. new marritd p air, and.
(byempfy it and retum ilta hi. Then dan-

cing commences, and fthc ceremony la flnislicd.

THE FAMILY CIRCLE.

A MOTHER'S AFFECTION.
Woui.D yeon know what maternai affcin1?
listen to me, and 1 Will tell voit fcio s7

Did yen over notice any thin.& tvitb ifs young,
and nof observe a token o! joy and happîness le
ifs cyca? Have you rot seen the heu gatber bier
cliicens togeflier ? SIc seemed deligîted te sec
thora pick up fthc grain îvhicb she refrained from
eating. Did you e ver sec the young cbick ride
tupon ifs motlier's back, or bebold the wvhole
brood nestle bcneath lier wving? 7If you have,
you ina>' know somcthing of a mothcr's love.

Did you ever sec a cat play wvith ifs kitten?
How fuil o! love alla je>' abe looks; liow she
wvill fondie and caress if; how she will suifer if
fa lase, P.d the, and worry bcr iiiils îvild
sports, and yet net bnrm if in the%ýeast! Ilave
yeu trot seen bier tohe if rip in hier. mouth, andI
carry if genfi>' away, fbaf if shoulIà-nof be injur-
cd ; and wifh whaf fremnbling cautiân îvould sho
faIte if up, in fear fIat elhe miglif hurt if?7

Did you ever ce a bird building jfs nestf? Day
b>' day, and. bour by bovur, they labor nt their
work, and ail se merrily ; then f ley line if ivif h
sort feathers, ana .wilI even pluck thcîr own
dowvn, rather than their )-clin.& aboula suifer.

A shcep la thc meekest, thre niost f imid and
gontle of animas-fIa least sana 'till startie if,
tlic lemst noise null moke itflocee; but, Wvheu if
bas a lainb by ifssidc, if will tutu "'pont thc fier-
cesf dnge and dare thre combat wifhbima; il wil
rua befween ifs lamb and danger, andI rather die
than !ts yoiung cre should be liarmed.

Thc Àbys&inlatns, in thelr marriages, were went.
f0 practise cereintiies pecrrliap, to themselves;
but wilcb, ais aigris Of a mlitual COUtriref, SUPPly
the place o! f her ceremonies uascd by lcbrcns.
Thre bride andI bridlegrt citv4,re..ion: te ait on a
couchaitthe door of the cliarcli when fhe pricaf
came ult,.attfnnded wil h two ckorks , or assistant..
He beltI a cross in bis left hand, and a censor in
bis right, and perfum*ed flie coucb wit b inconse
flireeturnes,wbîle bis clerks sun a Psahin. Ncxt
lie cut off a part of flie bair cf 0thre bride.aroom,
and then of the bride, and dipued it in wine
sweefened %vith /boney. Then he took fhliIair
o! flic bridegroklom, and placed if on the licad of
the bride i, and that of flhc bride, and put if on tlie
head o! thre bridleq-room, in fC place wvhere, the
Iock ivas'caf. Tien, bavin- brought water andI
consecrafed if, he placcd bis %àindç tîpon flic head
of cadh, admonishing tbem that tire> aboulaI ob-
serve, thaïf GotI ini the Gospel liat made tlîem one
fleai, ne more ta le sepamafcd. Allter fhis flic cri-
cherist ivas celcbrated, and fthc ceremony finishied.

The resan for fthc use o! h flciing is tirus given
b>' isodorus :-" Tbe gi vîng of a ring by the
bridegroom to thre bride, ina> be eifler a sign o!
mut ual love, or rafler thaf fIe hearfs o! botî werc
jined by tIc saine pledge. Whence fIe ring is
paced onithfli fourthfbIneer. Because*it is sid,

a certain vein ini fIat finger rmachos even ta tihe
heart."' Tîrougl the modern anafoniisf rould
saille af such a reeson, if is doulifless a gcoa as
any that cant b. given. And Appio, an ancieirt
author, spcakina cf Egy1 îtian observations uipon
anatomy, anys, ILI t flic ypians "-found a very
siender nerve, extcndin« frem tre foutrth fin ger te
flic licart." And ire gives thua reasoi %vlry the
ancient Greeks and Romans wore ritiî-s upon tînt
finger, and besfowvcd upIon if snoh houer, te ii,
because it contai îîcd a connexion îvifh the heart.
Thus flic lise cf the ring, anthe flcweauing of if on
a partîcular finger, and the use of it in marriage,
orio'inated withi pagans. But flic practice m«a
ear%'y admitfed amion,& Christianseas ina>' be sbown
bofli froni Clement o! Alexairdria and fromn Terful-
hian. And flic use o! a ring, as a symbol of con-
tracts, becaine common in other matters, sucli as
the manumission o! slavese the making cf a will,
&C.

In thre aincient Iaws of the *Viigoths, a ring
given and reccived in pleilgn, with a sfafcment o!
the contracf before wifncsaes, vas equai, ta a wrif-
iag, as givîirg validi t> ta a centract. And sain~e
a.'lient liturgies confaini thîs fori of nuptial bon-
ediction s- Blese 0 Lord, this ring, and ibis
cron that as tlie ring surreunds dlite finger of a
man, oad the crown fthc head, sa the grace of the
Hol>' Spirit may surround tire hridegroam and
bride, tIat fbey may qee arias anîd daughtofes even
te fIe third snd fourfbi. geueraf.ion.ý->F. E. Piu-
r: tan. C

The bird wvil]-batîle wil flic serpent; the fi-
raid deer xviII trn andi nîet the woif; flic ont
bvill tamn on flic worin ;nd flic lutIn bee will
sieafli is ating in any infruder that dates te mue-
lest ils youing.

Mvany beasts ire frerce and %vild, and pTowl
about for blootl; but the fiorcest o! beasts-the
figer, flhe hyerua, fhli on, tIe bear-ali love their
>-ounz; ye.c, the Most crue]lintures are nef lîtter-
Iy cruel. The scake opens lier metire and sur-
fers lier yorrng te enter ber bosom, When fhey are
ini dan«er: ibis it inaternaI love.

If, &-in, the beasts andI reîrtilc2s or the eartir,
who are so full of love for tiroir offspjrin g-if they
ivill care for theni, provide for (hein, die for f hem
-how grea. do yen suppose iisf le tlic love of
a mether for lier child ? Greafer thon tirese, lie
essurad.: ayc, far grenfer, for the mnotiier looks
forwardi foi thc time niren fthc chuld aol become
like a fiowcr iin full blossoin, A niothcr's love is
flic most poverful tbin- oii carth!

Ail oilier thînga arc subj*eet te cha n-e ; ail o-
ther hearts may grow cold; ail othier tTtins a>
bc lest or forgtten-but a mother'a love .as fer-
ever l If is akin te flot love wvitli whicb God
loves lus creafures, and neyer failef h.

Love tIy motheot, tIen, my Elfe child. When
sie is Spnee there is noceyn con lirigirfen upon
tlîee, ne heart cati meit for fîrc, like liers; tIen
wilf thon ftnd a voille a vacancy, a boss, that aIl
fli c altir or grandeur o! tIhe world cau neyer
fll Up.

Thy mether aygroli, but ber love decays
nef ; sire moy growv sena aihcart, and gray uipoî
bier bmow, but lier love for thce wilI be greil.
Tliink, thon, iin flic fine or lier décline, e! wat
sIc bas stiffered, tell, andI known for thee ; think
o! hiem devof ion, lier cares, hiem anxiety, hem baoles
lier feas-think, and do not aught thaf niaû'brîng
bier gray-haims with-sorrow te flic grave.-,Merry'3

ctTua Movrm AND CinmD."-[fGoethe re-
lates that lie met, in the Campagna of Reine, a
young woman nuirsing lier child, seafcd on the me-
mains o! an aircient columa. He qrrestioned lier
on thre raina vitb wbihiliher dwelling wos sur-
reanded. mire uvas ignorant o! cvcry tliing con-
cerningthein, bcing whclby dcvofedl fa flic offec-
tien lihî filled ber seul: sheb loved, ond ta lier
tie present momnent iras tIc îvhele of existence.]
14 Temples aud monuments, and cruînbling fanes,

Altars, and breken shafto, are scattered round:
Aiges long paît have sanctifild thcse plains,

And stamped finis sacred spot es csassic ground,
While Art and Genius fiera their home bae. found

But sec I whiere these clii sculptured mi*arliles rest,
A ioter claispa ber brifant te ler bu-ceat;,

SIc seelce net here te Icarît irbat mninds unkdova
Carvcd timse immortal forma in breafblng atonie;

She sitca ini loy upon her infant fuir.
And that siveet hai La ber &lad spirit zets
liolier tuai £cîîllturcd formai or "ot'a dreants;

And ini such btUaî. Oh ! ehorefore should sIc eare
Whio rearrd thosr ,Isftt-by whom tlese ton-ors iere

piled 1
The prcscît, fills hem soul-ier)litart la imith lier elil

EeNCOUîRAGoE,T TO IOUa W-IiaS.-A shloit
finie agoas Ii nes conîv/siiirw ith aplous olt man,
I înquired wîot wvere'îlr1te means of hîs conrversion.
For a moment lie patu-.e-1 perceived I hcd
touched a iendrr sfring: Teare rushcd frein lis
cyca, nîrihe,, nitî deep emetioni. lie meplied, 4 MWy
wvife was brouglif ta God some years bfoïrs mysei!.
1 pcrsecuted andI abuised ber, because o! lier re-
ligion. $hc howe ver, retuirned nofhing but kind-
ces; constant ly muni festing tir ouxiety'te pro.
moto my comfort andI airipncas; anrd if nos ami-
able cin luct, when snffering i.l-freatmcnt frein
m-., tînt first sount flic arraws o! conviction te my
soul : 6'îtmlîer," added lie, 4"is everyfig."-_
A Correspondent.

A GRE.AT, NVor.-" Tic edrtication of our-chil-
drn1 said Jo'!» Adhams te Iris wife, cfisa neyer
eut o! my mind. Train flen te virfue. Hobi-.
ttrite them te inluisir>', acfivity, and spirit.
Makre tîren cençider ever>' vice shauneful andun*-
m'nly. Fire, thtora nitI ambitlo;î 't bb Use!ui.
Make theni disdaita te destifute o! any useful
or e.mnmental k*nowledge.î>-ZionWa &erad.

Tuit ver> passage o! an impire thurîgli fîreagur
fhe mind leaves pollution -belhini if; and a ma-
i mîtar>' indulgence of i b leg-s gaili, condeuun&,
lion, and remerse.-Anon.


