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bc no burden at the First issue, but of bencfit to the meaner
sort. Buyers would flot bc ticd to one seller and his bad
comnioditics, if the tokens werc made current by autbority
anion- al ; and to thc poor it would be much relief, since
mien are like to give a farthing almns that will not part with
a grcater sumn."

Thus, thirciccny and fourpcnny silver picces are in great
rcqucst at charity sermions. tbough it is a disputed point
whctber thc collections are largcr or smaller in consequence.

The issue of King Janîes's royal fartbings commenccd on
May 19, 161 3, b)' proclamation. Thcy liad tvo sceptres in
salticr. surniotnted by a crown on one side, and the harp on
the rcverse-pcrhaps to indicatc that, if refused in England,
thicy wvould bc ordcred to pass in Ireland. They wcrc flot
made a Icgal tender, but nicrcly tokens, for wvbich Govern-
nient woul(l givc othcr coin on dcmand. This copper money
wvas distrustfully rcc-.eivc, and hiad but a smnail circulation.
In 1635, Chiarles 1, coincd sorne with a rose instead of a harp.
The following ycar lie grantcd to, Henry, Lord Maltravers,
and Sir Francis Crane a patent to coin farthings, but they
wcrc not made a laîvful tender. Durîng the civil %var, private
pcrsons issued tokens to a vast cxtent. Charles Il. coined
halfpcncc and fartlîings at the Tower, in 167o. but two ycars
clapsed before thicy %vere issued by proclamation. They
wvere composed of pure Swcdishi copper, and circulatcd freely
until 1684, whcen they wvcre callcd in, oxving to a dispute as
to the value of coppcr: after îvhich came a coinage of tin
farthings, î%'ith a copper centre, and the inscription, " Humay-

nunfzmus, 635-1686." Halfpence of the sanlekind were
used ini the next year, and the use oi copper wvas flot
resunied till 1696, when ail the tin nîoney was called in.
XVas it froni this wretchcd coin that the cant phrase of '«tin,"
instead of" «mnoney," came into vogue ? Pinkerton winds up
bis account of tokens by informing us that " aIl the fartbings
of Anne's reign wcre trial pieces; they wvcre struck Iin 1712,


