
GIBSON'S MONTHLY.

Good Roads.
Hon. E. C. Snith, Governor of Vermont,

in hie inaugural message to the legislature,
said -

"It is a curious fact that civilization and
good roads go hand in hand ; the higier the
civilization the botter the roads. This is
truc the world over. The United States has
made anormous strides in cther methods of
transportation, but until rcently lias been
siugularly remiss in the matter of good
highwiays. Our sister states ara now fast
realizing the incalculable bnefits of thoam,
not only as profitable highways for traffic
but as civilizers and as advertisements to
becure the patronage of sumiter tourists and
vacation residents. They ara spending
millions of dollars in improving tieir iigh-
ways. They are reaping the benefits in in-
creasa of sunmer population and of wealth.
Vermont, viti natural attractions rivalling
any of our neighbors, cannot afford to delay
vigorous progress in the one direction that
will produce the greatest immediate and
lasting benefit to us all."

Extracts from an address by Hon. W. W.
Lynch, President of the District of Bedford
Good Roads Association, at the annual
meeting at Sweetsburg on January 6, 1899 :

4 I ani rather disposed to think that we un-
derrate the attractions which we possess to

summter tourists, as well as the value which
they would be to us ; and in that connectiou
there is nu room to doubt that good roads
are an important factor,

" If good roads ielped to make the New
Hampshire resorts tha attractive spote they
are to-day, is it not worth our while te make
a supreme effort to do something to place
our own section of the country in the sanie
enviable position?

" It is a waste of time and energy to im-
prove our roads if narrow tired waggons are
to be permitted to cut thent up while the
ground is soft in the spring and the fall.

" Narrow tires on loaded waggons are, next
to water,'the most potent destroyers, and it
is folly to talk of improving our roads so
long as this destructive agency is permitted
to do its work.

"l lad the road tax of the District of Bed-
ford since 1867 been wisely and judiciocsly
expended all our main roads would be
macadamized and all our other rends would
to-day be first-class dirt and gravel roads.
Now this covers a pariod of thirty-one years,
within the recollection of most of us. Are
we prepared to allow the saine state of mat-
tars to go on for the next thirty years 1"

A Pic-Nic at Eccles Hill.
ve understond that it is the intention of

the Missisquoi Historical Society to organize
a picnic for Dominion Day at Eccles Hill.

The place and the time are very appro.
priate, and if the idea is carried out thc
avent ought to attract a very large attend.
ance. Apart from the historie intei-est cen-

tring in Eccles Hill, the parish of St.
Armand East abounds in mîagnificenct scei-
ery, and is wel worti visiting for that
reason alone.

Would it not be a good idea for the society
to extend a special invitation to all tha
remîaining memtbers of the militia and of the
Dunhaim Hoine Guard who were called out in
186G and 1870. Many of these are still in
the flesi, and tieir presence vould add to
the chartmt of the occasion.

Mots and Dots.

This is the tiite of year whel the cyclist
says nasty things about road machines.

They say that Granby's tîillionaire citizen
has made a pot of ioney in mining stocks.
Well, why shouldi't ho ; isn't lie a Miner?

No1T0 matter how a man mîay have suffered

iinself at the samte thing, lie eau always
enjoy watching another learning to ride a
bicycle.

The Dominion will ba thirty-two years ta

existence on July 1 Lhis year. Time flics,
but we have boen doing big ltings in the
meanwhile. Look at the national debt for
instance.

lier Majesty was eighty years of age oin
the 24th of last monti. For more than
sixty years the day lias been celebrated by
ier loyal ciltizens. It will be liard for us to
get used to May without a Qtteen's Birtiday.

Doukhobors, Galicians, Fiinns. What
chances Lo acquire famte as linguists our
children will have. Dut let the newcomners
ba welcoied. They are under the freest
flag ont earth, and Out of the raach of the
clutches of famitte.

A peripatetic utmtîbrella tîtnder recently
struck a Quebec town near the Vermont
bounidiary line without being aware that hte
iad passed out of the jurisdiction of tiat
State, wliere, by the way, a law prohibiting
the sale of liquor is in force. Being
attended by a sort of consuming thirst lhe
entered a drug store and inîquired if ie
couîld purciase somte brandy. Hie was
asked whliat lie wanted the branly foi-, and
explaiied Ltat it was to be used only as an

Il internal " reiedy for frozen feet. This

was oit a warmi day in May.

The abstirdities tiat even intelligent peu-
pli counit in moments of exciteiment ara
vary laugiable soiietitos. At a recent
fire in a district of Bedford village where,
at the tite, the onliy tîeans of ftghting
the tlaties was a volînttettr butcket brigade,
a line was formîed froi the river lo
the bîurning building. The voliinteer at
the river end of the lina was a gentleman
who had just donned a brand tiew pair of
tan boots. As h illled the buckets and

passed Litet to tha itan nîext in lin, lia
relcatedl.y cautioned the latter not te spill
the water on his ien- booD, being blissfully
oblivious of the fact Lhat lih was standing in
the river nearly up to his kntees.
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