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Lol S PHE PIME FORPRAYER, -
v \When i3 the time for prayepp i v
When the first beams light up the morning sky—
“Ere for the tolls of day thou dost propare—~ =

i Lift up thy thoughts on high, &« %0 50

- Commend the loved ones to his watchful care:

.+ =Morn iy the time for prayer. v i

Andin'the noon-tide hour, =" L
If worn by toil, s by sad cares oppressed,”
‘Then unto God thy spirit’s sorrow pour,
"And he will give theerest ;- 7
Thy voice shall reach him through the fields of nir:
- Noon is the time for pruyer. :
.. \When the bright sun bath set,
Whilst yet eve's glowing colours deck the skies,
When with the loved at hume again thou'st met,

_‘Then let the prayer arise,
For those who with thee joys and sorrows shure :
Eve is the time for prayer.

And whon the stars come forth,
When to the trusting heart sweet hopes are given,
And the deep stillness of the hour givesbirth
_. 'To.pure, bright beams of heaven,
Kneel to thy God, ask strength life's ills to bear :
Night is the time for prayer.

When is the hour for prayer ?
In every hour while life is spared to thee,
In crowds or solitude, in joy or care,
T'hy thoughts should heavenward flee;
Alone —nbroad—at home—with loved ones there,
Bend thou the knee in prayer.
: (Copied by a friend.)

TO THE CLERGY OF: THE DIOCESE
- OF QUEBEC, -
Quenee, 27th March, (1845,
Reverend and dear Brethren,

I have been only waiting for the close of
those additionnl duties which occur. in the
seasons of Lent, Passion-week, and the fes-
tival-days of Easter, to give my atlention to
the subject of our meeting this year in trien-
nial Visitation at the See, and to notify you
of the arrangements 0 he made in- that
Lehalf, T have been anxious that you
should have early intimation of my purpose,
not only because 1 found, three yoars ago,
that in the case of the Clergy. whoe aro- sta-
tioned in the District of Gaspé, tho space of

- time remaining after their reception” of - my
© Circulars, was insuflicient tg enable them'to
- undertake the voyage (rom that quarter, but

also because L wish you 1o’ come. prepared

Diocese ;- and, 2.7 with detailed inforniation
arranged ynder the proper headsina tabular
- form, respecting the state of .your.. Parishes.
““ar Missions ;  the condition of your Churches
“or Chapels and their appurtenances -within'
and without; the number of your services
during the year; the number of places at
which you officiate, and the distance of
each -place’ from your residence; the
number of square miles over which  your
charge is considered to extend ; -the number
of persons who compose yvour Congrega-
tions;  the number of baptisis,” marringes,
and burials in those Congregations in 1844 ;
the number of your communicants; the
number of persops whom you presented. for
confirmation at my last visit; the number
and description of schooly which the children
belonging to .your Cures: attend, - together
.with. an -account_of the Sunday-Schools
which are under your authority. = In all the
Missions of the Diocese, this information
must he prepared in such a manner.as to be
fitted for transmission ty the Society for” the
Propagation of the Gospel, -+ = '
" Asthe -Annivemsary . Meeting: of the
Clurch Sacicty: will, with the ‘divine per-
* mission, be lield this year at Quecbec, on
Wednesday the 2d July, 1 have fixed upon
_the forenoon of: the'same day, for: the. de-
livery of ‘my Charge ;—for which purpose
~ Divine Sérvice will be held in~the 'Cathe-
‘dealiChurchy - at 10" o’clock, AD.  You
~will appear; on hoth-these aceasions,. robed
~ iw your proper hubits. It may, perhaps, be
“necegsary, both for mysel{ and for some
others of our: number, to leave: Quebec in
‘thg afternoon of the following. day, in order
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sions upon my: Circular just' mentionei, by
awriter professing to be a-Preshyter of the
Diocese, and: assuming very summarily to
dispose’ of points, in - which - certainly ~his
Bishop has had much more difliculty  in
coming to a conclusion. . Itcannot be sup-
posed that I shall enter. into a' newspaper
discussion with that writer, and as he ap-
pearsin disguise, T can address no expostu-
lation personally to Zim. - But his proceed-
ing being in itsclf of a nature” ténding most
needlessly to disturh the peace. of the Dio-
cese, and his representations such as may,
in some instances, infuse unpleasant doubts,
and, possibly, create distressing difficulties
in the minds of his brethren, 1 shall here
address myself to the tagk, so far as it may
be permitted to e, of obviating these cf-
fects,—thus anticipating, to a certain ex-
tent, the: portion of my charge in which it
will be my endeavour to assist your judg-
ments in matters of the natare here in ques-
tion.  Aud in order the' more fully and
freely to discuss them, I shall not rigorously
observe the constraints of a formal and
oflicial style. .

I must Legin by pointing out, because it
carries a caution ‘to the Clergy of some im-
portance, in all similar cases, the great im-
propriety and imprudence - of the  course
taken by this writer, (although T attribuie to
him noimproper intentions,) presuming him
to be, what he declares hianselfy a Presbyter
of the Diocese. - :

1 must premise that my present observa-
tions will be confined to the single point of
the surplice question s and if 1 succeed in
aflording vou any satistaction upon this
point, I will -entreat you to suspend your
opinion upon others which are brought into
question, till we meet.

In the finst place, then, it is at a time
when the Bishop within whose immediate
jurisdiction he exercises his functions, has
intimated to his Clergy that he has these
vary points under his deliberation, with the
purpose. of communicating to them the re~
‘sult of his researches; - and  before [ it~ could
possibly be known ‘whether the decisions 1o
‘be rendered might not-be actually in - accors
dance;

sell,

Lions which hiad been issued; he must - drag
the Bishop and the Churelyin” this © hitherto
discreet and quiet Diocese, into the arena of
public.and ‘popular: disputation,” before the
eyes of the ““nixed multitude™ who- sur-
round us, and bring the cause to the bar. of
the Press—acquiesving, apparently, in that
principle which is déscribed, with a very
different estimate of its propriety, ina recent
publication, by the Bishop of Vermont:—

« Meanwhile ‘the ircesponsible autocracy
of the Press takes hold of the opportunity.
Error and novelti,' gain ground. ‘The clergy
and the people choose their edilorial leaders;
and when, at last, the sentiments ‘of the Bi-
shops are declared, they are merely nsed as
the complements of parties already formed,
and are praised or blamed, just as the pre-
judice of the party may dictate. The Bishops,
in theory, are, indeed, -the - governors of the
Church. - In practical effect, however, on ihe
minds of the majority ,the editorial chuirstands
far above -them’; and as the inconsistency,
hewever gross, belongs to the spiril of the
age, 1 doubt much whether it admits of any
effectual remedy . § " BRI
““In the second place, the opportunity
seized upon by the Presbyter for thus putting
himself forward, is precisely when the ex-
traordinary. disturbance of public  feeling
created by the injunction laid by a highly
distinguished ‘prelate at home: upon - his
Clergy, to preach .in the surplice, had in-
duded him to withdraw his order—a  mani-
fest proof that, even in'the eyes.of thase who
most decidedly maintain the propriety of the
practice, it is not a practice binding upon the
consciences of .the - Clergy, as couslituting
partof " the. obligations contracted , at- their

order:to adopt it be recalied 2 -

In the third place, this inopportune_ sally
i made at the very moment whei we - have
been, reached by an earnest and nllectionnte
address from’our, own - Metropolitan, - the
venerablo : Archbishop of. Canterbury,f in-

whichhe charges it-upon-us -all “to - forhear |
from " jusisting “vehementy on’ cither side,

re which - divide
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way, that there are justificatory reasons to’
which ok parties’ (when not ‘runninginto
extravagant deviations :cither” way;) - may’
appeal iu support of their respective practice.
My brethren of the Clergy “in . 'this - Diocose
will not only :feel; the deep  respect’ with
which, - upon every possible - ground, "we
ought to receive this* exhortation, hut must
be all aware that it is an “exhortation ‘ad-
dressed directly to themselves—the See . of
Quebec being comprahended in” the Pro-
vince of Canterbury, and its Bishop, (ac-
cording to the language of the Letters Patent
of Ercction,) being made subject ‘and_sub-
ordinate to the Archiepiscopal See and the
Primate who may be in occupation of it,
in the same manner asany Bishop of any
See within the Provinee of Canterbury, in
the Kingdom of England. :
Suchisthe conjuncture chosen Ly the
Presbyter for attacking theauthority set
over him, and thus it is that he has risked
the ignition of a. raging controversy upon
points in which his own Metropolitan and
his own Bishop had moved in a manner
which might have been expeeted to stay his
hand. Under any circumstances, I ventore
to point out 1o you that the course which he
took ‘would have been clearly wrong. There
is no plea more sacred than -the plea of
conscience ; but there is none in the use of
which, andespecially in the case of repug-
nancy to the directions ofthe living authority
set over them, men should more severely
examine their own proceeding. - None will
cither more readily offer- or more insinuat-
ingly suggest itsell to cover alurking spirit of
opposition, an adherence to party, a - preci-
pitate adoption of any reigning novelties,” or
a fond maintenance of favorite prepossessions
of the mind. Let me beg you, (and I in-
clude the Presbyter himsell)) to examine
the plea of conscience in the case before us.
Here is a question relating to an drticle “of
deess, upon which much zeal has been ex-
pended which might have been reserved for
higher  things—but,- let that pass, it is a
question which. agitates a  portion™ of " the
Church and which is not decided :—(if the
‘Presbyter. considered ‘that he .was= dealing
iwitlr @ settled < point; “he“shiould ‘have  re-
nd particularly

£

der of the prayer-book, and there you find. it
‘distinely rendered :— i
-« And: forasmuch as nothing ‘can be so
plainly set forth, hut doubts may arise in the
use and-practice of the same ; to appease - all
such diversity, (if any arise) and for resolution
of all doubts, concerning the manner how to
understand, do, and execute the things con-
tained in this book, the partics that so doubt,
or diversly take anything, shall ‘alwey resort
to the Bishop of the Diocese, who by his dis-
crefion shall take order for the. quieting and
appeasing of the same ; so that the same order
be not contrary to any thing conlained in this
book. . And if the Bishop of the Diocese be
in doubt, then he'may send for the resolution
to the Archbishop.*? : :

What then, when rightly informed, does
eonscience prompt in the case before us?—
Conscience, you observe, us guided (for that
is insisted upon) by the language of the
prayer-book and the vows o' Ordination,—
to which we must add the obligations con-
tracted upon receiving Licence or Institution
toaCure, . = . o

The matier is. taken . diversely. and .the
intention of the Rubric js subject of doubt, .

The Prayer-book directs the  Clergyman,
in such a case, o abide by the directions of
the Bishop. R T

The decision of the Bishop has been given’
by anticipation : {of he has already recom-
mended it to the Clergy to forbear, at pre-
sent, from-introducing any marked change
in’this doubtful point.

“I'hie - inference- does -
pointed out, " ;e e

“Again, the' Clergyman, in his Ordination-
vows, promises that he will reverently vhey

not require to -he

his Ordinary,. oo o
" And-in-his .admission to any. Gure of
Souls, he swears'an oath that he .will, pay
trug. anids- canonical . obedience: to his
Bishopy iin all the - things lawful and.
honost, oo Tl T e R
.-:Comphiange with the. formal
signification of. the -episcopal

ry

réference to the practice here co

~ lithe question. heing previously- an:open. one,
| crnng

iLbe regarded otherwise thum as a thing

Vhat is the result

or his answer. - Look ‘at the prefatory mat- |

and’ ofticial |:

received custom being all in its
thing lawful and honest, © >
=t Pherefore, the -Clergyman is bound “by
hig Ordination-vows and his ‘oath' to con-
tinue preaching, ad interim, in" the gown,
if he has  received - the formal  and ; official
signification of the episcopal wishes to this
_cﬂ'ect; T SO —
* " Nothing can possibly be here farther from
‘my intention (and. T am anxious to be dis-
tinctly understoud upon this point.) than to

favour,) is a

vows and oaths whio, notwithstanding my
sufficiently pointed recommendation, may
have since adopted the practice of preach-
ing in the surplice.* But as. your " con-
sciences * have  bheen appealed to, from
another quarter, I wish now 1o assist you
in judging how they should be guided to.a
right concluston.  If there are ‘any among
you who, with the whole case set before
you as it is here done, wish to take benefic
of the distinetion between. a very - decided
recommendation, with reasons for it assign-
ed,b aud a positive order, and s0 to say
that obedience is due to an order, but “obe-
dience is not due to such a reconinenda-
tion, this is an escape which is certainly
open. - For my own part, without declin-
ing, as you perceive, to afford help by my
opinion 1o any who are perplexed, T ‘shall
now leaee the matter methout any sort of
authoritative dir¢etion to your consciences
aitd your judgments: for my own con-
science, according to my ideas of conscien-
tious obligation, obliges me o do so. 1
have professed upon oath, in the solemnity
of my Consecration, all due recerence and
obedience to my Metropolitan.  Aund e
has issued the recommendation 1o which I
have already had occasion to advert.

I ‘now proceed to the examination of the
question itself. ~And I must premise that so
far fiom affecting to pronounce in a dogmatical
andperemplory manner upon a question in
which a view differing from my own has been
taken by persons of much higher qualifications
than I possess, and much more extended op-
portunities than thiose which I enjoy, [ speak
enlitely under. correction ;- and éntering upon
the: subject. as one confessedly ‘encambered
with :doubl, shall ibe quite prepared.’io: sur-
render my: judgment upoi the’ casé whenever
‘my interpretation of:the precedents ahd autho::
rifieswhich’ I:producermay: be shewn 10 be
er guthorities, to:which I ha

\plei'],

‘ot by any. pdssion for the .practice
ing in @ gown, (althoigh [-do prefer it) but
by adesire that in doublful mattérs, we should'
not be disturhed by any sudden’changes’or
deviations from long-established . custom,
breaking out fiere and . there, unconcerted
among the Clergy and unzuthorized by the
governini authority of the Diocese: :
* In Teasoning upon the subject a priori, and
according to the general analogy of nsages in-
different in themselves, which have been
passed on to our awn and (although more spar-
ingly) to other Protestant communities from
times preceding the Reformation; I should be
led to mfer that the act of preaching was not
originally intended ;to be performed in our
Church, in the surpljgd. . In cases of the na-
ture here under revigse, the absence of speciul
and cxplicit direction \vould seem to carry the
tacit authorization of continuing the practice
which before subsisted. “This wonld be un-
derstood and assumed as a matter of course,
Now, [ believe it will e found that it is the
practice of the Romish Clergy, (aind I presume
that .they have receivad this practice down
from sowmne former ages,) lo dives! themselves
of ‘the distinguishing robes in which they offi-
ciafe at the altar, w?:cn they pass to the ucl of
preaching ; and although they generally,}
think, do preach in the surplice, yet the prin-
ciple which appears in their change of attire
is directly adverse to thg arguinents which are
mainly urged-in favour-of the surplice in, our
pulpits. . ’ T
In fact, the duty of preaching, where per-
formed at all, was at one period so very gen-
¢rally in other hands than those of the offici-
ating clergyman, that:this circumstance itself
would tend to associate the act with a feeling
of somethinyg separate and distinet -in its na-
fure ; and [ am under the impression—(al-
thongh 1 do not ajieak confidently,) that friars
and others who weit{ about preaching, preach-
¢d. in their-ordinary “monkish . hubit.. ~The
sermans also at Paul’s Crossanil in other places
in the open air; as for example in the stone

o T cannet, ‘however,” avoid' mentioning- with
‘commendation,” the, proceeding ‘of 'a: olergyman
who, afier the reception: of iy, Circular,  would
not coutinue to preach’ in’the surplice (although
hisown leanings were probably ‘in” fuvourof ‘the
practicey) even:atzone of | his stations where he
Avngatn loss for ony.convenient menns of taking
chis gown, “till: e, had first procu ' 5
sunction for domg’ su, 7
1 I'he; Presbyter:is ‘mistaken inisay

n ussigned: for

thiere was no udequate or other ye ssigned: fol
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£ Not invariably,’. for' I hive. renson'to believe
thatat 1east updn . som¢’ ocensidus,” and: in "sdma
parig: of - thie ' world, they prench”ina - bldek dress,
' el dids appearéd: lately
a clérgyman’ i Plys
‘A

charge those with a deliberate. violation of

ulpit (if Iremember right) at-Magdalen:Col- " (-
ege; in. Oxford, were evidently something:in -

. manner’ disunited from " the usual liturgical -

‘| services of the sanciuary.” il oy

It ig'a practice, I'believe, to be seenin Ca-. .
thedrals at home, that although' the Cathedral
Clergy themselves preach:in the surplice,"a
stranger who preaches’ for. any of them,:; per-
forms that duty in-a gown.*. - And this would
seem to imply that the use of the surplice in
preaching was understood. to be- a peculiay dis-
{inction reserved to the memnbers of “Cathedral
establishments or those of Collegiate Churches..
It appears, however, to:involve a-departure,
in whatever ‘way and at whatever time com-
menced, from the Advertisements of 1564,
(hereinafter quoted.) ~ In. the - University

Jurther removed from those precisians, as they -

in adifferent garh for.different’ portion

lp?ziév“t_iqe" of preach-|

his - promises, and;- united “to him, through;.:. -

‘man; {ir -his visible body-=because; thouglr b

contact with :the: world without that body
:So! the -Churchi=the. fellowship ‘of *all "true

ferenca (o any, Poing. ofmy recommendations thint |

very. plain reasouis n‘ssi'giib!t‘l,: ‘upplyinig to'the |

Church at Cambridge, in my own day, and in

the different College Chapels, when sermons,

upor particularoccasions, were preached with~
in them, the preacher, (unless my memory,
looking back hetween . thirty and torty years,
has in this point, quite misled me) discharged
his duty in a goun.t . o

It is well known that till vﬁry lately the

‘use of the - gown for preaching, in Parish
Churches and Chapels of an ordinary. kind,

had been, at least for a vast length of time,
universal, and that sothe practice passed to the
Colonies and was received: in the  Episcopal
Church of the United States. And it would

have been happy, I can have no hesitation in
saying, if it had been left undisturbed ; for

even assuming the preachingin the surplice te

be preferable, the difference is not worth the

noise and ferment and party-feeling which has
been engendered by the question ; nor would

1 have bestowed the pains upon it which I
have done, were I not called upon to show
that the authority upon whose guidance you
must wish torely, has not been so erroneous-
ly and unadvisedly exercised as you have
been told.  And Icannot pass withoat notice
the unfair mislake often made of imputing to
puritanical leanings, a preference.for the use
of the gown in preaching, and confounding the
abstinence {rom using the surplice in the pul
pit with an absurd and fanatical objection to
the surplice iltself. How.many tbousands of
Clergymen and Laymen who prefer the gown
in'the pulpit, are as perfectly free as their op-
onents in this point, fromany seruple against
the surplice or any; disliké to it; and would,
on the contrary, be ‘most decidedly. offended -
hy any attack: upon it ‘or. desite :to dispense .
with it.:And the; Clergy: would seem to be

were wonl to be called,who ‘dccuse . ourwor-

ship’of. form and: parade, ‘where they appear;
ions’of tha:

lves

setvice, thin where they restrict:the

't Sinee [ wrote fhis letter, T huve 'partially
amined the Article’in'vol 72, of the Quarterly Re
vigw, on the Rubrics and Ritual of the' Chinrch of
England, and L ind it there stated thatin the Col-
lege Chapels, the preachers (as even:the under gra- -
ditates' who ure on the fuundation) wear the sur-
plice vn whiat are culled surplize-days, buton other -
occusions, simply the gown. ..

'

DISTINCTIVE ORGANIZATION,. WITHOUT
BREACH OF LOVE.-

“And now; if you will allow'me to'take any -
more time, comes the imporlant -question,
which must have arisen in many minds, what -
are the consequences of the views; now de- .
livered, as to the importance of those great
features of the visible church in which we, as-
members of a Protestant Episcopal Church, so0 -
widely ditfer from a multitude of. professing -
Christians aroand us?: "Are ‘the importance .
and duty of contending carnestly for whatwe
helieve'to be ‘of ‘apostolical institution‘in the -
visible body.of the church, in any wise dimi-"
nishied by this wide distinction betweén the
outivard and visible form, and the inward and *

invisible being of the church 2. 7 % 7%
We answer—in 7o twise ; no more than to
draw an’ equally: broad distinction between -
man; as he is‘an”immortal spirit, and man’s"

body, depreciites the importance of defending

the latter against all mutilations, * 0070 e
There' is” u pregnant” passage’ of ‘Hooker

which could be'enlarged into'a volume' ¢ As-" .

those everlasting promises of love,-mercy and:

blessedness belong to ‘the mysheal , church, .

even so, on the ‘other side;- whei we-'read of

any duty which the Church - of- God'is bound

unto, ‘the chureh whom this doth concernisa’ .

visible.: and . Known'- company.?** “Now ! edch -

true- Christian- is God’s. temple..: When.you,, =

speak of that Christiany as God’s temple, inhis™ . -

spiritual relations'to God, ‘as “tlie” recciver of .

Christ Jestis ;. you. speak  with i refere)
him'as an invisible and spiritual "being. “1l¢
worships “Gad’ “‘inthe: spirit.??7: But whe
youspeak of that lemé)le,‘{lhnt_Chris_tia s With..,
reference, to What God:has given: himifo doin
‘the world, and - for" the' world, you mean that ~

‘can‘live out of the'body,: he cannot- conie: 1t

orld " without  ih

people-of | ien ¥
‘has! given it to do’n the ‘world
s visible, under the form: of ;

company,?iwith'all:the attributes
iasticnl: bo 1t ‘cannot ;;co

God~~when you speak of what God
-you:speak of 1
W1

taining it 'as God hath-appoin
1y ineasured”b “theimports
‘mighty ‘and glorious work yhic




