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eft and whofe duty it was to ‘have fup-
preffed it, excited a fermentation among
the people, that fhook the very foundati-
ons of abfolute monarchy, and, at length,
deprived the Kings and minifters  of
¥rance of this .odious engine of opprefli-
onl

M. de Mirabeau had now required con.
fiderable reputation as an author ; and as
he was utterly deftitute of any certain re-
venue for fupporting the dignity. of his
rank, oreven procuring theneccffaries of
life, he had often recourfe to the prefs ;
fometimes to adminifter to his pleafures,
*and fometimes to his wants, He bors up,
howevér, againft the misfortunes, with a

- .pxanly dignity, and bas often been heard

30 exclaim, with a gallantry and a frank.
nefs peculiarto himfelf, ¢ that he thought
it more honeft, and even more glorious,
to be indebted for his fupport to his pen,
than, like his ancefiors, 1o procure it by
meansof his fword {*

The death of his father at length re-
lieved him from his calamities ; bur, on
this vccafion, die did not acquire any pro-
perty, but what he was &ri€tly -entitled to
by law : for fuch was the rancour of the
deceafed count, that he was contiaually
deviting means, eves on his death-bed,
for difinheriting that fon of his property,
whom ke had formerly deprived of his li-
besty, and againft whom he had procured
more than thirty eitres-de cacber, in the
eourfe of his life ! Immediately aftec this
eveat, the young couat de Mirabeau de-
xermmed to-travel ; and he accordingly

vifited Gepmany, Swntzerland, Flaaders, -

and England. In this country, he fladied
the conftitution and taws, with a keen and
penetrating eye ; and' although: he dif-
covered the blemifhes that, according to
fome, ftill disfigure and difgrace our go-
vernment, he yet had the candour to ac-

knowledge, ¢ that it was, ar that time, bet- _

ter calculated thap any other in Europe,

for the happmei's and profpenty of the.

people LA
“The unruly pafiions of hxs youth, how-
ever, held out, but a faint profpeét of his
future greatnels ; for the ardour of -his
. tempcmmem was fugh, that he indvlged,
both'in France and foreign countncs, in

- fcenes of diffiparion, that feernzd to ob- .

literate the native dignity of. his mind,
and-efface the 'purity. of. his- moral -cha-
ralter,

not approve; and his hieart, paturally . fuf.
- céptible of the mioft .delicate” impreffions; ...
couldl niot butdifclaiim,

His attdichment to the fair fex was
wnbounded ; and he-had often recourfe to;
means:for achieving the completion of his -
wifhes, and. gratifying: the diffolutenefs . of -

. his:inclinations, which his‘judgment could:
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end of madam Vernon, a young Jady,
whom he ravifhed from the eye of jealoufy, -
-and the arms of power ; whom he adored
in the delirium of enjoyment,and difmiffed
in the capricioufnefs of youthful folly;
and who, difdaining to furvive his aﬁ'c&nn
on, meditated and accomplifhed her own-
deftrution ; is an event wluch, while it
gratified the malice of his enemies, made
a lafling impreflion on his own mind, and.
occafioned for many years, the moft bmer
contrition and remotfe !

But the period of ‘reformation was not
Afar diftant : true genius is feldom incor-
rigible, M. de Mirabeau felt that he had
but too long facrificed to the paffions ;
and fomething feemed to whifper to his
mind that a nebler purfuit, and a more
elevated defliny awaited him.

His firft with was to be employed in .
fome honourable fituvation under govern-
ment, He, accordmgly folicited the mi.
niftry for an appointment; and M de Ca-
lonne, who had raifed hlmfelf from being:

the intendant of Metz tothe poft of comp--

troller general of the finances, perceived
his abilities, and thought that they might -
be fubfervient te his own defigns. Fre-
derick the Great, laden alike with honoufs :
and with years, was, at that time, verging -
toward the grave; amd it was the intere(t

of France to be minutely acquainted with.,
the progrefs of an incorable diforder, with -

which he was affii@ed; to difcover the

genius, the capacity, and the inclinations -
of the prince royal, and the fentimentzs of
thofe minifters and generals who furround- -
Although an ambaffador from .

ed him, -
Verfailles refided at the ceurt ef Berlin,
yet it was thought neceffary to find fome .
.perfon of sank and abilities, .who, with-

out being invefled with any public cha.

radter, might vifit the capital of Pruffia,
in a fituation lefs liable to fufpicion, . ~

Mirabeau was folicited for this purpofe ; -

.and, nmwnhﬁandmg he did not recelve -
his ﬁnpuiated appointrhents with regulari-.
ty, and that he™ was often-left dettitute of -

any refources but thofe fuggefied by his -

own abilities, yet he fulfilled the object of
nis miffion wuttﬂ:ﬂ ‘uncommon fuccefs, and -

difclofed thé ﬁtuatmn, the. views; and the -

characters of the Court of Berlin, in a
work; entitled ¢ The - Secret Hiftory of the -
‘Court of Berlin, that haq attraled the
.notiée of all Europe, His memorial to the -
prince of Eruffia, on his fucceeding to the -

“throne, is alfo another.produ&ion, no lefs .

celebrated for irs mafterly compofition,
..than the noble principles it mculcatw,and
the falutary advice it. mﬂslls mto the heart: -

- ofa young{overeign, . .
.~ &t this.period of his hfe, ‘m ambmon

; afpxrcd no. higher than to fill fome inferiof..:
: diplomatic.
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