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scattered meaps of the French provinces lay bo-
fore hin, te which lie ever and anon referred.
IIe was aluiio, and sD intently was hils mind occu-
pied, that De Lorinval had been several minutes
in the room before lie was observed.

"Ila!" exclaimed the Emperor, as he bent over
his papers, " they thought that the sovereigity
of such a spot as this would suffEce. Fouls! they
shoulli have removed every vestige of royalty-
better for ieni had they not given me a foot of
earth. Elba 1" he repeated, vithi a scornful
laugh, " why, yes ! it is a riglht royal terriory,
at least for himii who but a few montls siunce held
the actual doinn iiof Europe ! But they shall
find that the eaglo subnits not tamely to bon-
dage. While he breathes the frce air of heaven,
and bas still inountain leights before him, lie
cannot, will not, wear a chain-no, be will again
wing his lofty fiight even over the heads of these
self-exulting schemers !" lis soliloquy was here
interrupted--is quick car caught a maotion of
De Lorinval's, vili was unwilling to continue
unobserved, knowing how dangerous might be an
undesired intrusionii on the privacy of princes.

What, Do Lorinval ! you here !" exclaiied
Napolcon, somewhîat aigrily.

"Yes, sire, I have been here some time !" re-
plied the colonel, judging that candor was his
best course. "I was given te understand that
your Majesty dcsired my attendance, but seeing
yon so deeply engaged, I was unwilling te dis-
turb you !"

The nmomentary cloud passed away, and Na-
pokoi vas ugain calm.

"I scat for yo, Colonel De Lorinval, as one

of my nost trustworthy adherents, to consuit
with you en a plain vhich lias been revolving in
my mind duiring some days."

Ie paused, and De Lorinval took the oppor-
tunity to express in a few words his grateful
sense of the bonor done him.

I Now, tell me candidly, Coloiel," the Empe-
ror resumed, "do yu counsider this island a
meet sovereignty for Napoleon ? Is it an area
of sufficient extent for the exercise of that mind
whose single power bas siakeni aIl Europa to its

centre, until lier princes and potentates have
tottered on their ilrones ? Say, nust the En-
peror of the French peuple, the head of the
French armay, must he remain cooped up here,
where mean, dastardly jealousy lias placed
him ?'

Seldom, indeed, was it that Napoleon deigned
to speak of himself with praise-his pride w-as
too deeply seated, too lofty in its character to be
displayed in words-and as for his ambitious de-

sigas, they were ever kept confined to his own
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bosom, except, inasnuch as he required to e
plain them to the a:-ents by whose assista'n

they were to be carried into effect. Now, hoe
ever, the case was different-he was obliged to
remind his dependents of the glory they oa

seen around hîm in times past, in order to excite
their drooping courage. It was necessary,
to awaken their wontcd confidence in himsei 1
and in the resources of his own mind, for eve
now that restless spirit was at work projecting
new enterprise.

De Lorinval was taken somewhat by surprise-

by the novelty of Napoleon's address ; quicklf
recovering his self-command, however, he re

plied :
"That every truc Frenchman mourns Y i

Majesty's seclus;on"-he paused at the word

ho could not bring himnself to say confinemn
"in Elba, there is not, cannot be the slighte
doubt-would that it could be put an end to-

".And why not, De Lorinval ?" interpos
the Enperor. "Wlhat is there to prevent l

from landing again on the shores of Franc
once there, and a few days will see me agaia a
the head of Europe's first army ?"

De Lorinval gave an involuntary exclamat
of surprise.

"You seen srprise , De Lorinval! but Y
surprise will cease when I explainl."

IIere lie entered into a full explanation O
views, and the mneans by which he hoped to f
them. The case was certainly a desperatOne.

De Lorinval was far from being blind to the Li

merous obstacles which might impde their yqa,
.eCt 10

but Napoleon was again to lead-the objee
view was to restore him to his throne, and 1l
enthusiasm of the soldier ivas again called ff

"Yes !" lie exclaimed, "the attempt us
made, wlether defeit and death, or gloriOus
tory be ours. Our leader will be still the VIceJ

of Lodi-him wloni we have so often fo0l
to Nictery. France, now drooping and deprestel

will arise iii ber might; even as tliiugi an
by one soul, she will open ber aris to we b
back lier chosen chief, and the minions O
allied kings who have dared to usurp aun a
rity over Frenîclmnen, shatll be driven fro

shores ! Yes, sire, I am ready to follow l
you lead !"

" Have you then forgotten the unexa Y
sufferings to which our army eas exposed 'l'
frozen soil of Muscovy, and ail through WY
siglhtedness, as men say 1 Surely the re
brance of Leipsie lias net already farkd
.your mnemory-you witnessed those defeats-
you not to sec themr renewed ?" p

Napoleon smiled-it was a stern smileý60


