. _ . .

THE CHRISTI

AN,

Decembor, 1888

The Ghalsiian,

—_—

ST JOIN, N.B., - - DECEMBER, 1888

LDITORIAL.

LoVING JESUS.

——

So, when they had dined, Jesua saith to Simon I:cler ;
Simon, sun of Junas, lovest thou Me? John xxi. 15,

In the Now Testamont such a question as this
is soldom asked of angyone. Very few speak of
theiv love to Jesus, whilo very many speak of
Jusus love to them. The contrast botweon the
lovo of the Saviour and the love of the saved is so
groat that the latter is rather reluctant to speak of
his love to Jesus at all, and his sentiments aro well
oxprossod by the Indian woman: Me love Jesus
Christ a littlo, and me want to love Him more.”
Jesus has givon the sure marks of thuso that love
Him, and by these marks thoy are to be known
rather than by their own testimony. *“1f yelove
Mo keep My commandments,” ete. ‘‘Heo that
hath My commandments and keepeth them he it is
that loveth Me, and he that loveth Me shall be
1oved of My Father.” ‘¢ Jesus answered, and said
unto him: If a man love Me he wilt keop My words.
He that loveth Mo not, keepeth not My words,"”
otc, (Juhn xiv. 156, 21, 23, 24). These, thon, are
the signs of those who love Jesus and those who
love Him not. The one will keep His words, the
other will not. 1lf we love Him His command-
ments will be our law, and His promises our great
consolativn. He judges and decides men's love by
their actions, because actions speak louder than
words. .

But this was a very special occasion on which
Jesus asks Peter, ¢* Lovest thou Me 1  Potor was

always ready to come to the front. As soon as hs
heard it was the Lord who stood on tho shore he
would not wait to come in the boat with the rest,
but put on his fisher’s coat and sprang into the
water to go to Jesus, and after Jesus had dined
with tho disciples He asked Poter the question. It
was certainly a proof of Peter’s love to cast himsolf
nto the sea to cumo quickly to Jesus. Sull He
asked him if he luved Him, He bad for His
stability formerly called him Peter, or Rock. But
nuw He ignored this name and calls him by his old
timed name—Simon, son of Junas, Notonly so He
asked him if he luved Bim more than these. Somme
understand by ‘‘these” tha boat and fishing utensil~
and that He asked Peter if he loved Him and Bus
service more than he loved the boat, nets and the
fishing empluyment. Had this been His meaning
how readily would the impulsive Poter have
returncd au aflirmative reply. But this part of the
questton he did not answer at all. Wo have no
doubt that Jesus meant by thess the rest of the
disciples present. A short time befuro Peter had
intimated quite clearly that he loved his Master
more than did the rest, yea, more than any other
man.  (Mark xiv. 29), But when the trial camo
hu failed. Now Jesus asked him if he loved Him
myre than these, according to his former t.stimony
of himself. Poter answered firmly, but only for
hunsolf.  Heo had lvarned a lesson of humility, not
tu uadervalue his brothren's faithfulness and extol
his owa.  And Jesas told him to feod His lambs,
Let tho weakest of the fluck know and feel the
teuderness of the chiaf shophord.

Jesus repeats the question, but as Poter had not
answered the last part of it, He lots it drop, and
tcld hiw to feed His sheop. When, however, the
Lord wsked him the aaine question the third time
Potor was grioved. Porhaps he thought Jesus
would not take nis word any moro, aftor he had so
shamofully broken his former promiso of going to
prison and death with Him, and not donying Him,
and thon upon every charge denying that he knew
the Man. e had thres times donied that he know

flim, and tho third time confirmed the denial with
such horrid oaths 03 to make it unnecossary to
accuso him further. Josus asked the guestion juat
as wany timos as Poter had deniod Him, and the
third asking was fitted to bring fresh to his mind
his oaths, and tho loving luok of his Lord which
aponed up all tho fountains of his heart, anl sent
him out of the high priest's palaco woeoping over
his ingratitude and crimes.

But grioved though ho were, he had no other
answoer t 1oturs to Jusus' question,  *¢ Yea, Linrd,
Thou knowest all things.” Thou hnowest wy
former vanity in making rash promises of what 7
would do instead of asking T'hy aid. Thoun knowest
wy cowardice and crime, my inward guilt and cen-
domnation. Thou knowest how Thy loving smile
oncouraged me, ard thy pardoaing love kindled
mine. Notwithstanding all T have dono against
Thee, Thuu knowost that I love Theo  Had Poter
8o injurel o stranger it might Lo diflficnlt, if not
impossible, to prove his love to him, but Jesus
L knew his heart and this encouraged him to attest
his affostion, Jesus' love conquers the hardest
onemy and turns him into & loving friend, and it
can forgive an erring disciple and bind him atil!
closer to His heart.

The Lord had a great work for Peter to accom-
plish, but he needed severe training forit. Though
he was a ruck he was a very moveuable one until
hewn and propared for the Master’s use. On the
coast of Cesarea, Philippi, just after .Jesus had
called him blessed for the confesston he had made,
aud promised to give him the keys of the kingdom
of heaven, he boldly rebuked his Master, because
He forotold of His hotrayal and shameful death.
Jesus called him Satan, and commanded him to get
behind Him as an offence to Him, relishing the
things of men and not the things of God. When
the time drew near Jesus showed that all of the
disciples would be offended because of Him, Peter
again contradicted Bun, aud vainly promised that
he would go to death itself with Him aad not be
oftended, Jesus told him of his fall and left him
to himself, This zave him a proper view of his
own weakness and his need of divine puwer. Being
humbled over his own weakness he could feel fur
the flock of Christ, and patiently fed even the
weakeat whom Jesus calls ** My lambs.”

Jesus now admits that Petor loved Him, that he
had turned, and charges him to strengthen his
brethren, He even shows that what Peter had
promised in his own strength he would yet perfurm
in God’s strength. He would go to prison and to
death fur Jesus and would not deny Him. Of this
ho spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify
Gud. How weak men are in their own strength,
how mighty in the strength of God.

How proper for Jesus to put that questivn not
only to Simon but to every one of us, ¢ Lovest
thou Mo? ' Nothing can be more ceasonable than
tolove Jesus. The law of Gud requires us to love
the Lord our God with all our heart and mind and
soul and streugth ; and to love our neighbor as
ourselves. It showa no mercy to transgressors,
We have all broken it and are cundemned by 1t,
By the deuds of the law no flesh shall be justified.
Jesus pitied us and came from heaven and fultilled
the law which we have broken. Ho theu suffered
the death of the cruss for our sins, died the just
for the unjust that we miught he brought to Gud,
It is most reasunable to love Him who first loved
us. It 18 also casy to love Jesus. Ho is altogether
loveable. What moro could Eo do than He has
dono to gain our aftection ?

Reader, do you love Jesus? Many expect to
love Him 1 the future. This 18 not the questien,
but ¢ Loveat thou 3o ” now?

TRE oR1GINAL contribution have crowded Church
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UN10N OF BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES
IN CHRISTIAN WORK.

BY B, B. TVLER,

—

In the Novomber issuo of TH1 CHRISTIAN & con-
tributor asks, ** Why cannot the Disciples and
Baptists unite thoir efforts for the advancement of
the causo of Christ1™ Upon which the co-editor
remarks :

To the quostion suggested by one of our corres-
pondents, Why can't the Baptist and our peoplo
unite 7 we answer, Whatever diflicultios are 1n the
way they Yave hoen put there, not by God, but by
mnn,  Wo reed no basis of union beyond what 1s
already furnished in God's Book. Any other basis
of union has necessarily in it tue scods of its own
dissolution, If we ure wrong lot us give up the
wrong. If we have erected a lino funce let us tear
it down. And if our neighbors are in error lot us
insist that thoy shounld do the eame. But neither
of us should corapromiso what wo understand to be
the truth for the sako of mere organization. We
should be willing, howover, to talk kindly and
lovingly upon points of agreoment as_woll as dis-
agreemont, aud Jike the Bereans of old receive the
word with readiness of mind, and search the scrip-
tures daily whether those thinge are so.

This is well said. [n another part of the same
paper is tho following exhibition of a most admir-
able spirit:

1f asked, Aro you not as liable as others to have
wrong viows of scriptural subjects? we answer,
Wo cortainly are! Not only so, wo regard as our
best friends those who will give us more light, or
will, in a Christian spirit, show us and our readers
tho points in which we may be wrong, or oven the
points in which we differ. Our desire is that both
writers and readers should ** prove all things and
hold fast that which is good.”

Disciples are not infallible. Baptists are not
infallible. Disciples have not completed the cur-
riculum io tho school of Christ. Baptists have not
learned all that may be learned coucerning our
Lord Jesus Christ and His religion. Even editors
are not wholly free from the infirmities which be-
long to mnortals generally. The Bible is, of all the
the booka in the world, alone infallible. 1t is safe
to believe its doctrine—it is right to oboy its com-
mands. The Jaw of the Lord is perfect. In obed-
ietico to the commands of the Divine law there is,
evon hero and now, an excoading great reward,
Those alone are traly blessed who walk in the law
of the Lord  Wo are commanded to keep tho pre-
cepts of thu Lord diligently. The way of moral
cleansing for any man is by taking heed thereto
according to the good word of vur God. The pre-
sence of the Gospel in human hearts gives strength
to resist the sinful suggestions of Satan, Of all tho
sons of men Jesus of Nazareth *¢ did no sin, neither
was guile found in His mouth.” He alone is per-
fect. All Protestant Christians agree in this and
in a belief as to the suprewme excellency of the
Living Oracles. But it is 4 marked peculiarity of
Baptists and Disciples to male, in practice, the
the scripturcs of the O'd and New Tostamonts the
law of life. The New Hampshire Baptist Confes-
sion, widely accepted by Baptists, especially iu the
Northern and Western States, contains tho follow-
ing: ** Wo beliove thal the Holy Biblo was written
by man divinely inspired, and is a perfect treasuro
of heavenly instructinn j that it has God for its
author, salvation for'its end, and truth withnut any
mixture of orror for its matter; that it reveals the
principles by which God will judge us; and there-
fore is, and shall remain to the end of the world,
the true centre of Christian union, and the supreme
s andard by which all human conduct, ~rceds, and
opwions should bo tried. President Wayland in
¢ Notes on the Principlos and Practices of tho Bap-
tists”* says that ip answer to the questions, ¢ What
is tho Baptist Creed? iy is usual to reply, ‘The
Now Teatamont.'” Dr, Armitage in his sdmirable
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