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Blessed are they that do His commandments,
that they may have tight to the tiee of life, and
may enter in through the gates into the city,

We purpose, the Lord willing, in our next, to
consider T%e Commemorative Institutions of the
New Testament.

Originat Contritmtions,

THE ROYAL ROAD OF LIFE,

Is. xxxv., 8-10,

This chapter is by common consent Messianic,
so that when the Prophet says, ‘* And an highway
shall be there, etc.,” we are led to look at once to
the reign of the Messiah for a survey of the Way.
It is almost startling when we turn to the history
of the Apostles of Christ to find them announcing,
in the very langnage of the prophecy, the Way.
This is especially noticeable in the teaching and
history of Paul. He went to Damascus with let-
ters of authority, th. if he fuuad any that were of
‘““the way,” he mizht bring them bound unto
Jerusalem—Aotsix., 2. Paul and Silas proclaimed
‘* the way " of salvation in Philippi—Adts xvi., 15.
Apollos was instructed in ¢‘ the way ” of the Lrd ;
and Aquilla and Pricilla expoundedun to him *¢ the
way " of God more carefully—Acts xviii., 25-26:
Some of the disobedient ones at Ephesus spoke
evil of *‘ the way " before the multitude while Paul
was preaching in the synagogue—Acts xix., 9.
Shortly afterward, through the agitation of De-
metrius, * there arose no small atir concerning the
way "—Acts xix., 23  Panl declared to the Jews
when making his defence, * I persecuted this
‘way’ unto the death™—Acts xxii., 4 And
again, that he scrved the God of their fathers after
‘ the way " which they called a sect—Acts xxiv.,

14.
It is very evident from these declavations that

in the days of Paul *‘ the way " pradicted by the
Prophet was an existing fact, and that men were
walking in it toward life and happiness.

The prophetic description is a glowing picture of
what ¢ the way ” should be, and what it would
ensure to men. It was firat of all ‘‘ the way of
holiness.” This means the way of separation.
There will be many th.agsnot found thero. ¢ The
unclean shall not pass over it.” ** Nolion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast go up thereon.”
Nothing corrupt nor corrupting, neither snything
hurtful or dangerous shall be there. But ic shall
be a plain way, “T_e wayfaring men, yea fools,
shall not err 1herein.” It shall be a way of free-
dom. * The Redeemer shall walk there.” It
shall be a way of ex herant joy. ¢ And the ran-
somed of the Lord shail return and come with sing-
ing unto Zion, and everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads " It shall be a way of victory. *‘ They
shall obtaiu gladness and joy, and sorrow and sigh-
ing shall flee away.”

Does the ** way ” preached by the Apostles cor-
respond with this description ? Let us see. Panul
writes to those who ara in this way: * Be nut un-
equally yoked with unbelicvers; for what fellow-
ship have righteonsness and iniquity ? or what
communion hath light with darkness? And what
coceord hath Christ with Belial ? or what portion
hath a believer with an unbeliever? and what
agreement hath a temple of God with idols? For
we are & temple of the living God, even as God
said, I will dwell in them and walk in them, and 1
will be their God and they shall be my people.
Wherefore, come ye out from among them, and be
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no unclean
thing, and I will receive you and be to yiu a
Father, and ye shall be to me sons and daughters,
saith the Lord Almighty. Having therefors these
promises, beloved, let us clesnse ourselves from all
defilement of flash and apirit, perfecting holiness

in'tho ‘foke Ul God " TE: Ok WL, 1€-185 il, 1.

Heroe is soparation. This way is ¢ the way of holi-
ness.” There is no room here for tho unclean.
Men must be washed before entering here. While
walking here they must keep themselves pure

Here also ia safety. For ‘“‘who is he that will
harn you if ye be zealous of that which is good---I,
Pet., iii., 13. The lions and ravenous beasts are
all outside of this way. As long as a man keeps in
the way he is safe, This does not mean that the
Christian will never have to suffer, It simply
means that he shall not be harmed. ** Be not
afraid of them which kill the body and after that
have no more that they can do.” That would be a
small thing to happen to the man who was in the
way of life. It would but hasten his arrival at the
heavenly gate. This is a plain way. ¢ For be-
hold your calling, brethren, how that not many
arise after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble are called ; but (God chose the foolish things
of the world that he might put to shame them that
are wise; aud God chuse the weak things of the
world that he might put to shame the things that
are strong ; and the base things of the world, and
the things that are despised, did God choose, yea,
and the things that are not, that he might bring to
rought the things that are, that no flesh should
glory before God"—I. Cor., i., 26-29. A man
don’t have to be six feet high and weigh one hua-
dred and eighty pounds, and be a graduate of a
university aud heir to a milliov before he can enter
this way. It is enough that he has heard God calg
and bumbly sought cleansing at the hand of Christ.
And if he keeps fast hold of the hand of Christ he
will not err in all the journey,

Hero, too, is freedom. * If, therefore, the son
shall make you free ye ahali be free indeed "—
Jdno. viii, 26, ““But thanks be to God that
whereaa ye were servants of sin ye became obedi-
ent from the heart to that form of teaching wherr
unto ye were delivered ; and being made fres from
sin ye became servants of righteous.ess ’—Rom,
vi,, 17-18. God has ““delivered us out of the
power of darkness, and trauslated us into the king-
dom of the Son of his love, in whom we have our
redemption, the forgivenesas of our sins—Col, i,
13-14, The * redeemed ” walk here. Here alsois
joy. “For the kingdom of God is not eating and
drinking, but righteousness, aud peace, and jog
in the Holy Spirit "—~Rom. xiv.,17. * Rejoice in
the Lord alway; again I say rejoice "—Phil, iv., 4.
“ Whom not baving seen ye love; on whom,
though now ye see him not, yet believing, yeo re-
joice greatly, with joy unspeakable and full of
glory"—I. Pet. i, 8.

This is also a way of victory. We are more than
cunquerors through Him that loved us—Rom. viii,
37. We can come down to the end of the way
with the victorious song on our lips: **I have
fought the good fight, I have fnished the course,
I have kept the faith ; henceforth there is laid ap
for me the crown of rightevusuess which the Lord,
the rightevus judge, shall give me at that day, ete.”
—II. Tim.iv., 7.

The highway which Isaish saw in vision, the
Apostles preached in verity. Their proclamation
of the guspel was the announcement aud the sum-
mons: * This is the way, walk ye in it.” It was
the King’s highway to which they summoned men
It was the royal rcad to life and salvation. We
will survey it more closely in succeeding papers.

M. B. Rvan.
Milwaukee, Wis,

evidence of things not aeen.”—Heb. xi

Philology has always been & much controverted
scieuce. The meaning of a single word has often
given rive to heated discuseions.

Aund this is natural. The changes oonstantly

 Now faith is the substance ofb tmil.,gl'; hoped for, the

“taking place-in & living language; the great differ-

euce in the minds of men; the varied circumstances
in which words are used; the wotives prompting
the using of them; the difficalty in accurately ex-
pre sing our thoughts even in a language as rich as
our own; the manner in which they are interpreted
by others—all unit~ to make the study of words a
difficult one,

The words of the Bible, the most perfectly ex-
pressed of any book, have not been free from con-
troversy. If, huwever, the Rible is God's Word,
there cannot besuch looseneas of expression as would
appear from the construction placed on it by many.

In considering & word of the Bible, we should (1)
study che definitivus given of it, if any; (2) ex.
amine the illus'rations supplied; and (8) carefully
consider the connection in which they are used with
all the surrcunding circumstances. If we would
follow out this plan in studying God’s Word, I
think we would not often misconstrue the meaning
ofaword. This plaushould be adopted ; moro espe-
cially because certain words in our Euglish Bible
have a meaning which is contiary to the cominun
popular use of them. With the exception of bap.
tism, there is probably no ecriptural word which
has given rise to so much disquisition as that of
faith. This largely arises out of the different
meanings and shades of meaning attached to this
word in our language,

The moat common construction placed upon the
word faith, is that of ¢* belisf” in the narrow sense
in which that term is used, i. ¢ an intellectual
assent to the truth of a certain statement of facts
which although not positive knowledge, yet the
direct evidence of which is equivalent to knowledge.

Indeed, matters of belief may sometimes be
steonger than those generally included under know.
ledge. A person might say that he had knowledge
of a certain fact that occurred under his obsarvation,
aud yet he might through excitement or otherwise,
have been mistaken about it. The samne person
may believe that there is such a country as Eong-
land, and such a person as the Queen of England,
although he has never been in that country, nor
seen the Queen. Here the person could be mie-
taken about that which he claimed to have know-
ledge about, but he could not possib'y be mistaken
in his belief,

Now, true faith, to my mind, consisys in a reliance
in something which is not only beyond our know-
ledge, but beyond its equivalent, a belief in some-
thing we Fave not seen bus which appeals to our rea-
son also; and if this is so, the above illustration is
not agood example of faith; the existence of England
being not ouly established by direct evidence, buy
being such fact is as much within our comprehensivn
as the existence of our own country also,

Scriptural faith, as I understand it, is the reli-
ance we place iu the truths revealed to us by God
through His Word, which we caonot comprehend,
weigh the result of, or see the cecessity for, but
which we accept solely because found there; and a
trusting or acting upon such belief.

Without the actirfg upon such belief, faith is not
made perfect (James ii. 22). But I do not wish to
discuss that aspect of the word just now, but will
confine myself to faith, theoretically speaking.

Let us examine briefly the verse that I have
chcsen as a text for this article, *‘ Now faith is the
substance (assurance, R. V.) of things hoped for."
The assuranca here referred to is not a couclusion
drawn from certsin events that is at least as the
natural oulcome of such events, but grow. entirely
it of the express promises of Christ and His
Apocstles. The assurauce here is of something
hoped for. 'fhe Apostle Paul asks why a man
hopetb for that which he seeth. This undou!'nod~
ly refers as v uch to intellectual as to literal sight.
We are expressly told with reference to the fuitu?. )
that we qannot understand whyt the Lord has pre-
pared for ma, but we, teust him, and. {hls J§ bo |

ok of aith. )
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