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FIRST PRINCIPLES.

The knowledge of remission of siug is the
subject of enquiry just now. First, we ask
where does forgiveness take place? Inour
own hearts or in heaven? Most assuredly in
heaven. It is not something that we know by
a mere feeling of our hearts or an impulse of
our mind. More reasonable would it be for us
to try to find out what are the feelings or what
is the mind of God than to examine our own
feelings or hearts upon the subject. How are
we to find out or ascertain the mind of Jeho-
vah? We answer, by His words. And as
we live in these ¢ last days,”’at the commence-
ment of which, the Most High spoke to us by
His Spirit through the Apostles of the Lamb.
To their testimony we appeal, to know the
truth upon this most serious and solemn ques-
tion, God promises pardon, remission or for-
giveness npon certain terms or conditions,
Some say only faith ; but we ask for the Zesti-

mony of the Spiritthat v man Is forgiven with-
out repentance. Pater suid ¢ Repent and be
baptized every oneef you in the nume of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins,? &u., 2nd
Acts. Again, “ Repent yo therofore and be
converted (torned to the Lord) thal your sins
may bs blotted out,” &¢., Acis 8. But do
wa not.gde that the Apostle connuuts baptism
with repentarice, Hets 2, 87, sud 68 it is im-
possible to-pleay> Cid without faifh (Heb. 14,)
therefore faith, repentange "and baptism all
stand comnected. And whilo tho roriptures
teach us that baplism brings the penitent,
praying believer into Christy Romans 6, and
Gal. 3. Yet without faith, ropontance und a
heart disposed to pray and love the Saviour it
is valueless,—of no avail whatover.

Now, it the Lord has promisod purdon 1,
the children of men, we eught to kiow the
terms or conditicns, Mark 16, 16, ¢ He that
believeth (the gospel) and 18 baptized shall bo
saved,” Loké 24, 4. Ropontance and re-
mission 6f gjns shonld Le preached in His name
among 2l nations, heginning at Jerusalem,*
John 20, 23.  « Whaseever sins you (Apostles)
remit they are remilted unto them, and whoso-
ever sins you retain they aro rotuinedy? Actg
16, 3. <« Believe in the Lord Josus Christ and
thou shall be saved and thy houss, And they
spake unto him the word of the Lord and to alf
that were in his house, and he tvok them the
same hour of the night and washed theirstripes,
and was baptized, he and all his, strnightway,”
Acts 22, 16. “And now why tarriest thous
arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins
calling upon the name of the Lord,” Acts 10,
42. “To Him give all the prophets witness
that through His aume whoesvover believeth
in Him shall receive remission of their sins.”
These, with many other passages teach us that
whoever believos with all the heait, repents,
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