
1G0)K AND NOTIONS

IT WILL NOW BE EVERY
CREDITOR FOR HIMSELF.

Chier justice Sir Thomas Galt gave a
judgmtent on Wednesday last whici practic-
ally knocks thie bottom out of the Ontario
Act respecting assignments and prefercnces
by insolvent persans. lie decided that
clause q of that Act, which provides that
assigtinients shall take precedence ofjudg-
nents and executions, was ultra vires. As

the Britl North Aierita Act says that the
Domiimn Government orly shall have the
towcr to deal with bankruptcy and insolv.
ency. the Provinual Governnents must not
imake laws taking away the priority of an
execution creditor. as such would be legisla.
tion relating to bankreptcy and insolvency.
li the case in which l is Lordship gave de.
cision ont Neville,an Ottawa inerchant, was
in business difliculties. The Union llank
got an exerution against him and seiz.d bis
stock. Shortly afterwards lie made an
a-sgniient to John Moran. L'nder fhe
authority of this assignient Mofan demand.
ed possession of the stock. Under ih- On.
anto Act be was entetled to it, but Mr.Meiere.

dith, who represented the Union i5.nk, took
the case inta court. In Chambers decision

vas given .gaiist him. lie thien tok it be.
fore the Chief Justice.whîo decidec as above.
Mr. H. T. lieck, who represented the trus-
tee Moran, as wîell as the Attorney-General
of Ontario, will carry the case to tlie Court
oflappeal. In the rreantime Sir Thomas
Galt's decision stands. If a creditor now
gets his execution in lic retans the riglt to
realize on the goods sesrcd entirely for his
own benefit. It will be a race between
creditors as tc which shall gel ini the first
exectition.

BUYING FROM STOCK.

Every trader ouglit to visit fron lime to
atme the wholesale bouse or bouses vill
which lie deals. Il will pay him better than
te iaintain the distance which ntercourse
throiglh traveing salesnen alone will always
keep hian at. lie wants other goods as weil
as those lie can buy fron thie travelers'
sauiples. The sanples te be seen on th
road contan what is newest mn the forthcom-
ing season's trade, but %hey are no guide te
the retailer in sorting up. On the other
hand, becantse of the impossibility of de-
spatching through the country samples at
stock that as kept constantlv on hand, the
wholesale trade baie no means of brnging
iat stock before the eyes of retailers, unless

retailers thîemselves comne mn and look thurough
it. The wîholesale trade gel pretty %eil
througli with ail new goods, as they import
theni accordng to and on the strength of
advance ortiers from the trade. Thev are
not obligeti to carry any, therefore, if there
are no faIlures in the ieantmne or no orders
cancelled. )lut it as different with other
goods which are kept mai stock, and am which
there may often be a barXain for thr retailer

if he toul J but sec then. lie ouight to go to
the city now and lien to sec if there is not
in stock simetlhing that he could handle to
ad..ntage. The stock wil) suggest wants
and satisfy them.

Retailers who buy from travelers' sanples
solcly are likely to have a very steîeotyped
assortment of stock. The best way to avoid
the sameness that is apt i0 exist between
one's stock and the stock of neighboring
competitors is to buy occasinnally at the
warehouse of one's wholesalers. Everybody
will have the same new things unless this is
donc now and then. The way to get the
best assortment for any given season as to
buy part of it froin stock. And il does the
retailer good every time he visats the jobbing
bouses of the city.

A POPULAR BOOKSELLER
DEAD.

The trade will regret to learn of the death
since ou fast issue of one of the leading re-
tail merchants in the province-.ir. Wn.
MIiddleton, Kingston. le w.îs stricken down
after a couple of weeks' illness with typhoid
lever. He waà a native of Kingston and only
thirty.five years of age. The Whig says he
was educated in the pub lc schoois and be-
gan bis career with John Henderson & Co.
Alter a brief stay he was put in charge ofthe
Napanee branch which be successfully con-
ducted for five years, when .\ r. lenderson's
death called him to Kingston te take charge
of the business. lie was one of the brightest
of business men. The latter day succe3s of
the firm of John Henderson & Co. was due
to bis wise management. The new store was
of ,Ir. .1iddleton's conception and was un-
doubtedly the finest and most compiete
stationery store in Eastern Ontario. He bas
leit the business financially strong and with
a large and valuable trade. He was a pro-
minent mnember ofthe Association. Healso
belonged to several fraternal societies and
was also identitied with Chalmers Church,
sang n its choir, and sang well too, was the
inoving spirit in St. Andrew's Society, touk
a deep intcrest in politics as a Reformer,and
ai one time ran as alderman on the temper-
ance ticket. In society deceased was very
popular, bis gentalhty and wat giving vent to
a strong social nature drew many warmly to
hini.

NEW CHRISTMAS LINES.

The Art Lithographic Publishing Com-
pany has ils lines of Christmas cards and
novelties nowready, and theyarewell worthy
the inspection af buyers. Thecard ines are
much more extensive than heretofore and
are just brinful of new ideas, which are put
in shape in a ver) clever and unique manner.
In this depariment there are c*ieo, me-
chanical, jewel, folding and flat cards, the
merits of which are only peifectly appreciat.
ed when one makes a personal examnation
of the sample books. The booklets are

tastefully designed, beautifully illustrated.
and should have a ready sale. We are
pleased to know that Messrs. W. J. Gage .
Co., with their usual enterprise, have secured
the market for Canada for their lines. We
direct attention ta their advertisement in
this number.

CANADA WILL BE SHUT OUT.w

Unless definite action is taken very shortly
wthi regard to the copyright legislation now
awaiting confirmation by the Englisi auth
orities, the Canadian publisher and printer
will be ai the mercy of the Englisli and
American publisher and printer. A case bas
just developed that shows how clcse to hie
wind claimants for copyright can sail, and
by a mere subterfuge not only claim but re-
ceive il (rom the Department ai Ottawa.

In sec. 5, ch. 62, 49 Vic., the condition for
obtainmng copyright as stated is, " The con.
dition for obtaining copyright shall be thiat
the said literary or artistic work shall be
printed and publislied, or reprinted or re-
published an Canada." The reader will bear
in mind that the work must be reprinted,
not a portion of the work. This is as the law
stands.

Some days ago a Canadian bookseller
prnted a few copies of the first chapter of a
book which is copyrighted in England, but
not copyrighted in the United States. De-
siring to retan the Canadian market without
the expense of reprinting or re.publishmng
the entire work which he proposed to sei,
he prints a few hundred copies of the first
chapter of the book, sends this down ta
Ottawa and copyrights it, and then imports a
full stock of the English edition, naking il
serve the purpose of the Canadian edition,
which lie should have published in this
country in arder ta have a bona fide copy-
right. The first chapter ofthe book he keeps
in stock and either sells il or gives it away.
In the meantime an edition of this book is
pnnted in the United State3, another Cana.
dian bookseller is desirous of importng the
same, and though he is willing ta pay the
15 percent. ad valorem and the ta>3 per
cent. specic duty, yet this alleged copyright
bars him out and nothing short of a law suit
will settle the matter. The Department ap
parently bas no power ta right the wrong
and it bas ta be left to the courts. As a
serial publication, the copyright would hold,
but when the book is c.jmpleted and issued
the best legal advice in Canada states that
the original copyright becomes void.

This was not only claimed but proved in
connection with Picturesque Canada. The
publshers copyrighted in Canada several of
the first parts, and when the book was com-
pleted were under the impression that the
copyright woild hold for the entire book, .t
after consultation with the best counseiTn
Canada, il was unanimously decided that
the claim for copyright would not stand.

There must be clearlysome decision in ide
at once in connection with our copyright law.
The depariment, we think, in this case
should enquire of the publisher for full in-
formation on what grou-.ds he claims this
copyright. It must be settled one way or
the other, because, under the new Amercan
cepyright 1%w, aided by the Imperial Act,
Canada will be shut out of the publishing
field until our proposed legislation comes
into force.-Telegram.


