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AND NOTIONS

IT WiLL NOW BE EVERY
CREDITOR FOR HIMSELF.
Chicl Justice Sir Thomas Galt gave =

judgment on Wednesday Iast which practic.

ally knocks the bottom out of the Ontario

Act respecting assignments and prefercnces

by insolvent persons. He decided that

clause g of that Act, which provides that
assighments shall take precedence of judy-
ments and executions, was ultra vires. As
the Britsh Noarth Amenca Act says that the
Dominion Government orly shall have the
power to deal with bankruptcy and insolv-
ency, the Provinual Governments must not
make laws taking away the priotity of an
exccution creditor, as such would be legisia.
von relating to bankreptey and insolvency.

1o the case in which His Lordship gave de-.

cision one Neville, an Ottawa merchant, was

in business difficulties. The Union Bank

ROt an execution against him and seized bis

stock. Shortly afterwurds he wmade an

assignment to John Moran.  Under the
authority of this assignment Moran demand.
cd possession of the stock. Under ik2 On.
tario Act he was entitled to it, but Mr. lere.
dith, who represented the Uniou $zak, took
the case into court. In Chambers decision
was given against ham,  He then took it be-
fore the Chief Justice,who decided as above.

Mr. H. T. Beck, who represented the trus-

tec Moran, as well as the Attorney-General

of Ontario, will carry the case to the Court

of appeal. In the meantime Sir Thomas
.Galts decision stands. If a creditor now
gets his execution in he retawns the right to
realize on the goods sened entirely for his
own benefit. It will be a race between
credizors as tc which shall get in the first
execution.

BUYING FROM STOCK.

Every trader ought to visit from time to
tme the wholesale house or houses with
which he deals. It will pay him better than
to maintain the distance which ntercourse
through traveling silesmen alone will always
keep him at.  He wants other goods as well
as those he can buy from the travelers'
samples. The sanmples 10 be scen on the
road contain what is newest in the forthcom-
ing season’s trade, but they are no guide to
the retailer in sorting up.  On the other
hand, because of the impossibility of de-
spatching through the country samples of
stock that 15 kept constantly on hand, the
wholesale trade have no means of bringing
it stock before the eves of retawlers, unless
retailers themsclves comein and look through
tt.  The wholesale trade get pretty well
through with all new goods, as they import
them according to and on the strength of
advance orders from the trade. They are
not obhged to carry any, therefore, if there
are no failures in the meantune or no orders
cancelled.  But it s different wih other
woods which are kept an stock, and in which
there may often be a bargain for the retailer

if he could but see them., He ought to go to
the city now and then ta see if there is not
in stock samething that he could handle to
advantage.  The stack will suggest wants
and satisfy them,

Retailers who buy fram travelers' samples
solely are likely to have a very steicotyped
assortment of stock. The best way to avoud
the sameness that is apt to exist between
one’s stock and the stock of neighboring
competitors 1s to buy occasionally at the
warehouse of ane's wholesalers.  Everybody
will have the same new things unless this is
donc now and then. The way to get the
best assortinent for any given season 1s to
buy part of it from stock. And it does the
retailer good every time he visits the jobbing
houses of the city.

A POPULAR BOOKSELLER
DEAD.

The trade will regret to learn of the death
since our last issue of one of the leading re-
tail merchants in the province—Mr. Wm.
Middleton, Kingston. He wus stricken down
after a couple of weeks' illness with typhoid
iever. He was a native of Kingston and only
thirty-five years of age. The Whig says he
was educated in the pub ic schools and be-
gan his career with John Henderson & Co.
After a brief stay he was put in charge of the
Napanee branch which he successfully con-
ducted for five years, when Mr. Henderson’s
death called him to Kingston to take charge
of the business. He was one of the brightest
of business men. The latner day success of
the firn of John Henderson & Co. was due
to his wise management. The new store was
of Mr. Middleton’s conception and was un-
doubtedly the finest and most complete
stationery store in Eastern Ontario. He has
lett the business financially strong and with
alarge and valuable trade. He was a pro-
minent inember of the Association. Healso
belonged to several fraternal societies and
was also identified with Chalmers Church,
sany n 1ts choir, and sang well too, was the
moving spicit 1n St. Andrew’s Society, took
a deep interest in politics as a Reformer,and
at one time ran as alderman on the temper-
ance ticket. In society deceased was very
popular, his gentality and wit gwving vent to
a strong social nature drew many warmly to
him.

NEW CHRISTMAS LINES.

The Art Lithographic Publishing Com-
pany has its lines of Christmas cards and
novelties nowready, and theyarewell worthy
the inspection af buyers.  The card lines are
much more extensive than herctofore and
arc just brimful of new 1deas, which are put
in shape o a very clever and unigue manner.
In this department there are csueo, me-
chanical, jewel, folding and flat cards, the
werits of which are only perfectly appreciat-
cd when one makes a personal examination
of the sample books. The booklets are

tastefully designed, beautifully illustrated.
and should have a ready sale. Weare
pleased to know that Messrs, W. J. Gage &
Co,, with their usual enterprise, have secured
the market for Canada for their lines. \We
direct attention to their advertisement in
this number.

CANADA WILL BE SHUT OUT.”

Unless definite action is taken very shortly
with regard to the copyright legislation now
awaiting confirmation by the English auth
orities, the Canadian publisher and printer
will be at the mercy of the English and
American publisher and printer. A case has
just developed that shows how clcse to the
wind claimants for copyright can sail, and
by a mere subterfuge not only claim but re.
ceive it from the Department at Ottawa.

In sec. 5, ch. 62, 49 Vic., the condition for
obtaining copyright as stated is, “ The con-
dition for obtaining copyright shall be that
the said literary or artistic work shall be
printed and published, or reprinted or re.
published in Canada.” The reader will bear
in mind that the work must be reprinted,
not a portion of the work. This is as the law
stands.

Some days ago a Canadian bookseller
printed a few copies of the first chapter of a
book which 1s copyrighted in England, but
not copyrighted in the United States. De-
siring to retain the Canadian market without
the expense of reprinting or re-publishing
the entire work which he proposed ta sell,
he prints a few hundred copies of the first
chapter of the book, sends this down to
Ottawa and copyrights it, and then importsa
full stock of the English edition, making it
serve the purpose of the Canadian edition,
which he should have published in this
country in order to have a bona fide copy-
right. The first chapter of the book he keeps
in stock and either sells it or gives it away.
In the meantime an edition of this book is
pnnted in the United States, another Cana-
dian bookseller is desirous of importing the
same, and though he is willing to pay the
15 percent. ad valorem and the 123 per
cent. specific duty, yet thisalleged copyright
bars him out and nothing short of a law suit
will settle the matter. The Department ap
parently has no power to right the wrony
and it has to be left to the courts. As a
senial publication, the copyright would hold,
but when the book is cumpleted and issued
the best legal advice in Canada states that
the original copyright becomes void.

This was not only claimed but proved in
connection with Picturesque Canada. The
publishers copyrighted in Canada several of
the first parts, and when the book was com-
pleted were under the impression that the
<opyright would hold for the entire book, get
after consultation with the best counsciin
Canada, it was unanimously decided that
the claim for copyright would not stand.

There must be clearlysome decision mide
at once in connection with our copvright law.
The department, we think, in this case
should enquire of the publisher for full in-
formation on what grouzds he claims this
copyright. It must be settled one way or
the other, because, under the new American
cepyright law, aided by the Imperial Act,
Canada will be shut out of the publishing
field until our proposed legislation comes
into force.—Telegram,




