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As carly as 1812, when the Americans were carrying fire and sword
intn Canada, the London Missionary Suciety vias carnestly considering the
Lest plan of carrying the Gospel to Madagascar. Dr. Milne, of Chine, and
Dr. Vanderkemp, and Mr. Campbell, of South Africa, obtained much
information concerningsthis terra tncognite, but the fact of Mauritius being
in possession of Trance hindered any active operations. At last Mauritius
capitulated to the British arms, and the Society seized the fixst opportunity
of establishing a mission there. Mr. Le Brun did not leave Mauritius, but
was enabled, duming his long carcer of missivnary usefulness there, to minis-
ter to the spiritual necessities of slaves who had been brought, or fugitives
who had escaped from Madagascar. The first missionaries, Messrs. Jones
and Bevan, who landed at Tamatave in 1515 with their wives and families,
were at onee struck down by one of the fierce diseases that rage in that quar-
ter during the rainy season, Mr. Junes, who was the only survivor, returned
with a shattered constitution to Mauritius, and, for & year and a half, the
work was suspended.  In 1820 he went back to Madagascar, but this time
t» Antananarivo, the capital of the island.  Mr. Jones, encouraged by the
fiiendly demeanour of the king, commenced work with three scholars.
Nuxt year Mr. Griffiths came to Liis assistance, and two schools were svon
well attended, in which the merest rudiments of English education were

weught. It was very up-hill work, but in 1822, at a school examination,

the first class was able to read the seventh chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles in English, and to translate it into Malagasy. Meanwhile ten
souths were sent to Mauritius and ten to the cave of the London Missionary
Jodety in England, to be educated ; Prince Rafety, the husband of the
Ning's eldest sister, accompanying the latter.  The prince bore a letter from
Radama to the Society, requesting additional missivnaries and 1nen to teach
the people the useful arts of civilized life. Mr. Jeffreys was accordingly
~nt with four artisans, and, on his arrival, & third schoul was opened.
The king himself, who had been learning English from Mr. Hastie, the
Tritish agent, ana French from his Sceretary, Mons. RQobin, took much
iuterest in @ new work to which the missivnories devoted themselves,
that of constructing a written Malagasy language. This being completed,
. adult school for officers of the arly and” their wives was furmed, and
wiitten copies of parts of the Scripture were made use of in instruction.
Forty of the most advanced scholars continued to learn English, and were
alterwards found extremely useful in the work of translating bouks
iuto their native tongue. The best scholars were also empioyed in
teaching schools in the sarrounding country.  In 1826, a printing press
was sent out to the missivnaries, and svon printed lessons and school bovks
superseded the well-worn manuscripts.  1n 1827, five new labourers, and
among them Messrs. Freeman and Johns, whose Narrative of Persecutions
in Madagascar is well-known, came to the aid of their brethren; and in
1528 the printing of the translation of the gospels began, Ten years of
wissionary work had then passed away, much instruction had been com-
municated, religious services had been held every Sabbath, but no fruits
appeared.  These ten years were barren of souls.  In that year (1328) Ra-
dama died. e was not a christian, neither was hie an idolater, but, like a
large number in &ll lands, a mere man of the world.  Rukotobe, an amiable
prince, should have succeeded him, but the crafty and cruel widow, Rana-
valona, mwade interest with the priests, and being proclaimed queen by the
will of the idols, ordered Rakotube to be put to death. Then the mission-
aries were forbidden to teach or preach. Seven hundred of the native
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