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‘©he Journul of Evuentionw und QAgriculture for FPobu Sceotia,

report from such Superintendent, showing the condition and
operations of these Socicties, shall be submitted to tho Legis-
laturo at its next Scesion,”

T may state that I consented to diecharge the duties involv-
ed in the nbove Resolution entirely in the hopo that the
present organization of the Societies might be upheld, and
that, through the columns of the Journal of Education and
Agriculture, the proceedings of these Societics might be more
widely diffused through the Proviuce; aml still more that an
opportunity might bo furnished, through the record of theso
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procecdings, of presenting and  pressing the claims of this t

inportant branch of tho public industry upon the attention
of tho Legislature. With thesc objects in view, and as no
formal report was made lnst year of the condition of the Agri-
cultural Socicties or of thy causo of Agriculiure generally,
might I ask you to forward me, at your enrlicst consenience,
n reply to the following queries :—

1. What is the present condition of Agriculture in your
district—sinto whether you consider it stationnry or progres-
sivo during the last few years, and what causes have mainly
operated in the case of tho ene or the other?

2, Is there anything like genernl attention paid to the Ro-
tation of Crops ?

3. Arc any artificial fertilizera used, or nny attention given
to tho manuficture of Compost Beds ?

4. What is the avernge nwount of Arable Land cultivated
by cach Farmer, and what many be the proportion of Grain
and Root Crops?

5. Do the Farmers generally possess n copy of Dawson’s
Agriculture of Nova Scotia ?

6. Is there any Periodical on Agricullure circulated in the
District ?

7. From your own observation, do you think that the Agri-
cultural Societics, a3 at present managed, have been produc-
tive of beuefit to the cause of Agriculture ?  Please minke any
suggestions caleulatéd, in your opinion, to render them still
more beneficinl.

8. Stato what yon hiclieve to be thoe grand desideratum for
imparting an impulze to this imporfant branch of industry.

I am, Yours truly,
ALEXANDER FORRESTER.

SCTENTIFIC.
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ALEXANDER VON HUMBOLDT.
( Abridyed from the Daily News.)

Alexander Von Ilumboldt died on the afternoon of Friday
last.

The remarkable brothers, William and Alexander Von
Humboldt, were descendants of o Pomeraniun fumily, Wil
lam made himself 4 memorable name in Germany, and
Alexander in the whole civilised world. William, the elder
by rather more than two years, was a philosopher in the
reals of literature and art, while Alexander devoted him-
salf, not to the study of the human mind or its productions,
but to the medium, or movement in which it lives. Willinm
wus frankly told by his friend Schiller that his mind was of
too ratiocinutive and critical & cust to permit him to produce
works of urt, in literature or otherwise ; and his highest
achiovements were nccordingly in the department of philology.
He died, honoured and beloved, in the seventieth year of his
nge, in 1835. He had signed the T'reaty of Chatillon, and
attended the Vienna Congress as the representative of his
country. His brother attended the Congress of Verona in the
King's suite. The elder incurred the royal displeasure Ly
his liberal tendencies; but the younger enjoyed graco and
distinction at Court to the end ; patronage being showered
upon him, without too close an inquiry on the oue hand, or

“could within that prison.

too frank an explanation on the other, in regard to the prin.
ciples and practico of government.

William was born at Potedan in 1767 ; and Alexander—
or, as numo stands at full length, Frederick Ienry Alex.
aner Von Humboldt—was born nt Berlin in 1769, on the
Mol September.  Their tither died whea they were tivelvo
and ten yearsold ¢ but their mother, and a cousin of the Prin.
cess Blucher, was & woman of fine enpacity and cultivation,
and the family fortunes were good, gothat the boya had every
educntionnl ndvantage.  Alexander received his academio
trnining at Gottingen and Frankfort on the Oder, and a part
of his scientific instructions at the Mining School of Freiburg.
Nothing could be more marked than his early determination
towards natural seience, and towards travel in purauit of his
researches.  ‘The more he was thwarted and hiemmed in by
the obstruction of war, tho intenser grew his desire to ex.
plore the heights, depths, and expunses of the enrth, in order
to extort the scerets of nature, Geology did not exist;
and for want of the generalisntions with which ho moro than
nny other man hns since furnished us, natural scicnco was
fragmentary and confused ton degree searcely conceivable to
students now entering on that vast field. o . Hisin-
vestigation and arrangement of details was perfectly marvel.
lous from its scopeand equality of treatment : his generalisa.
tions were #o splendid, and so fruitfyl beyond all estimate,
that it is a réluctant judgment wlich' ranks them below his
moro concrete studies, in regard to quality ; but theve ann be
no difference of upinion ubout his failure in his highest effort,
as exhibited in his % Kosmos.” . . .

ITumboldt’s preparation for this, which he considered his
crowning work, tay be said to huvo begun when he beeams
the pupil of Werner, the first geologist, at Freiburg, when
ho was two-and-twenty, He had already travelled in ol
land and England, and even published o scientific book—on
the DBasalts of the Rhina. {18 was exployed as & director
of the Government minegs nnd in the course of his travels
to explore the mineral districts of various coun ries, he light.
ed upon Galvani in Italy, and beeame devotrd for a time
to the study of animal elvctricity, and to the observation of
some of the phienomenn of the animal frame which wero
supremely interesting to him in his latest days. In 1849
hie verificd, to his own entire satisfaction, and that of his
philosophieal condjutors, the fiet of the detlection of the nee-
dle as a result of human volition, through the medium of
muscular contraction. % The fact,” he said in his letter to
Arago, the next year, *is established beyond all question of
doubt,” * Occupied myself for moro than half a century in
this class of physiological researches, the discovery which I
have announced has for me a vitul interest. It is n pheno-
menon of Life, rendered sensible by o physical instrument.”
Thus were his earliest and Intest scientific interests linked
by the discoveries of the remurkable age in which he lived;
but what an experience hnd he undergone meantime!l” "He
had stood on higher ground than human foot hnd till then
attnined. Ile climbed Chimborazo to the height of 19,800
feet, un eicvation since then surpassed, but never attained
till that June day of 1802, Ile went down into the deepest
mines, in pursuit of bis geological researches. e not only
visited three of the four quarters of the world, but explored
parts of them which were then gompletely savage in the
eyes of the civilised world, It was through no remissness
of his own that he did not travel in Africa. He was at
Marscilles, on his way to Algiers nnd to the top of Atlas,
whence he meant to go to Egypt, when the war, which
scemed to stop him at every outlet, turned him back. While
chafing nuder his confinement in Europe, he did the best he
When the war raged inlialy, he
tavelled with Von Bach in Styrin, examining the mountains
and their productions. When London wus inaccessible, he
went to Paris, where he made the acquaintance of his fu.
ture comrade, Bonpland. When the war came to Germany,
he was off 10 Spain; and there, at last, ho met his opporiu-
nity. He obtnined a passage to South Ameriea, and nar-
rowly eseaped imposing upon us the honour or disgrace,
whichever it might be, of having Alexander Humboldt for
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