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EDITORIAL
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Iý)uriîîg Ille J)ast 'O iieiiVar ore t han 8.000.000 însîshave

in iii laia of the plague, or 1ore01- t Ille enh re p)opuIIltol of <Xiii-
ad.Thec discases had ils origin in the u1pland of the far itîterior of

Chtfroii whence it lias found î.\it ý \ aiyo eer cntinenit.
lu, their efforts ho ihd th e lil'ttale 11wo diseoverv of the

baillusý pistis, or plague gériti. 'fliere \%ii-, 1îo 111r meh %vork to be
djonci he-fore te îuethod of eoiive'ing 1ht, lueeio t e lîuiîîaîîl body

haîieknown, Iii theý course of investigatîin it beeaîin known that the
acltsof the d-1seasv ,a frequu utly 10 be fourni in t11w bod '\ orfit rat.
The nwxt stup w\as lthe disc-overy that lthe flea w h intcrrnediarv

iihat earried the irifection frorn the rat to man. Thuse para:sies iufet,
t1w bodies of rats, bite llîem ani suek blood, and then do tie saiae t1hitg
tb nan, tliirebýy infeching hlm,

Tl'w taylie fica infects the rat or m ifrisupon is v r i;iteir-
vstig. hena flea sueks blood fromt am ufed rat, the bavilli mul-

tpyin its stomach, with great rap)(idity, aîîd forîn lv-ienas.
Thee bockthe eiitraiic o the leu 's stomuach. Wiieî 11w fleaý I)jtC-s aitd

sue i aoîher rat or a mîan the blood il suühs eau nîo longe lin ils way
ilio theg stomacli, and fis what is known as ils, prvîticl rguet

Thi,11cPme distcndcd with Wlood, and soimi of il regurgitatesý baek
thriou2gh the fiWes "prieker" or proboseis, anîd ilhus the rat or nman is

Titis theory of regurgitation had been specu]ativeiy guessed at iw
,soine for sonie years, but il wvas definitely proven recenlltiv M-ýr. A. W.

Bacot, Entomiologist to the Lister Instititte, and Dr. C1. J. Martin, F.R.S.,
Virector of the Institute. Ini cool, damp weather, a plague infeehed Ilea

wvill ]îve a considerable length of liie, but lieat s0011 kills il. This
,aceounts for the subsidence of the plague in the bot, dry weallier, and
ils spread in the cooler, wet season.
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