
CORRESPONDENCE.

sent mnomentous siege, fron Lord Raglan to the youngest Assistant Sur-
geon and Commissariat Clerk. Lord Raglan will, doubtless, be able to
defend himiself at a fitting time, and the Commissarit will also I pr -
snle, do the same. I wish ta say a word or two for thie Medical D-e-
partmeut, ini which I. have passed the greater partof my life

It is well known, that since the peace of 1815, a most rigid econergy
has ruled in the War Office, and indeed pervaded almost every branch
of the Government. Curtailing expense and saving ioney have been
the dominant motives with the Sccretary at War, and I have been in-
formed, and believe, that his clerks have lad a direct interest in this,re-
ceiving a per centage on all reductions they could discover or effect.
Under this influence, the Medical Department, and doubtjess others,
have been reduced to a state of inefficiency, où the oeîenrrence of any
emergeucy, during the long peace we have enjoyed. This has hypn de-
ionstrated, as relates to the fbrmer, in the course of se. veral di4ress g

epidemies of yellow fever and cholera. Yet, when war wi such a
power as Russia was impending, ià seems to have been considered 4mr
peitient to enquire whether our emasculated establishments Were ade
quate to meet the great danger.

When the Eastern Expedition hud been determined on, and wias in
course of prepamtion, Dr. Andrew Smith the Director-General of the
Medical Department, was kept in the datk, and received imperfect in-
formation fromn Government, both as tu thestrength and destination of the
troops. In Febriary 184, lie was directed by the Duke of Newcastle
to afford med-lial aid, medicines, &Ç., to a force 10,00, men going to
Malta ; a forinighut eftervwrds lie was officilly informed, that this force
would be dekub1ed, and wouild proced to Costantinople. He had
searcely time tu begin to act on this communication wlhen lie received a
third intimation, viz., that 30,000 men wuuld go to Constantinople, and
ultiiately to Varna.

Under these circumstances Dr. Smith appears to have exerted him-
self in a very zealous and judicious ianner. He selected sone ot the
best and most active omicers under bis comanud at home, and warned
then to prepare f4r immcditei erbarkation to Malta, and called from
the colunies othics tL tuke thieir duties. Ue prepare4 ajirge stock of
iedicines, and surgical appliaices, such as lint, banduges, &c., r the

samie destinatiui,tand uccording to his orders sent them to'the Tower for
shsipmsent. ien Dr. Suitih was informed that the force wotuî<l bc
doubled, and tripled, le proposed two add itional suppblie of nedicines,
for Conlistaitinuple udai Vern, inreased the number of mjditail 4icers
to aecompany ti expeditioni, adrdered nearly overy cavalry A tant-
Surgeun to do the same.


