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of destruction fly not so thickly, and that the pestilence
now rarely walketh in the- darkness; still less do you
reilize that you nay now pray the prayer of Hezekiah
wih a reasonable prospect of its fulfillment, since modern
science has made to almost everyone of you the present of
a few years.

I. say you do not know these things. You hear of them,
and the more intelligent among you perhaps- ponder them
in your hearts, but they are among the things which you
take for granted, like the sunshire, and the flowers, and the
glorious heavens.

'Tis no idle challenge which we physicians throw out to
the world when we claim that our mission is of the highest
and of the noblest kind, not alone in curing disease but in
educating the people in the laws of health, and in prevent-
ing the spread of plagues and pestilences'; nor can it be
gainsaid that of late years our record as a body has been
more encouraging in its practical results than those of the
other learned professions. Not that we all live up.to the
highest ideals, far from it-we are only men. But we have
ideals, which means much, and they are realizable,.which
means more. Of. course there are Gehazis among us whô
serve for shekels, whose ears .hear only the lowing of the
oxen and the jingling of the guineas, but ·these are excep-
tions, and the rank and file labour earnestly for your good,
and self-sacrificing devotion to your:interests animates our
best work.

The exercises in which we are to-day engaged form an
incident in this beneficent work whic'h is. in· progress
everywhere; an incident which, will enable me to dwell
upon certain aspects of the university as a.factor iii the
promotion of the physical well-being of the race.

A great university has .dual function, to teach and to
think. The educational' aspects at first absorb all its
energies, and in the equipment of the various departnents
and in providing salaries, it finds itself hard ,pressed to
fulil even the first of these duties. The Dean has told us
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