
ORIGINAL COMMUNICATINS.

especial seat of gout and 'heumatism. Dr. Goarod lias
succeeded in deinoisirating the presence of urate of soda
in the blood of patients labouring under these coriplaints.
He has collected the blood from a gouly patient, evapora-
ted it to dryness over a water-bath, and then reduced the
mass to a dry powder. This was digested in water ai the
lemperature of 100- for au hour. Having dissolved oui
tIhe urate of soda, and having evaporated the solution to a
small bulk, he added a little stroug acetic acid, acetate oi
soda was forned, and crystals of urie acid deposited after a
few hnours ; at tIhe saie lime that ie (iemonnslrated that urate
of soda existed in the blood of gouly patients lie shoawed that
urea was remarkably deficient iii the urin", and that iis
was especially observable immediaiely before a paroxyismn
of the disease, facts thnat clearly indicate that ihis peculiar
inflanmatory action of the fibrous structure is mainly de-
pendant upon, or greatly influenced by [his morbid produci
in the blood. The universal distribution of the urate of
soda throughout the vhole mass of the bood may, in somne
degree, account for the intense constitutionai irritation ai-
tending some varieties of inflammatory -otion of Ihe fibrous
tissues, and may serve to explain how every case of inlam-
mation that attacks the various tissues of the body will be
influeuced by the different conditions, and varying peculiari-
tics of the vascular fluid.

Without doubi, inlammation of tIhe structure of the liga-
ments may occur without tIe necessity of goui or rieuna-
ism being present ii the constitution, but should such

peculiarity liappen to exisi, il makes the disease bolli mare
severe in its character and more lengthened in ils duration.
The severity, however, is rather dependent upon tle pain1
and constitutionali irritation ihan upon the ongani change
which halippen to the part, for individuals may have oft-
repeated returns of inlammation, witiont complete destruc-
tion of the hip-joint. Inflammatorv action may arise frpe
a strain or otlier injury, and is constantly more or less a-
tendant upon disiocation of the joints, and in old peron>
the discase may remain for ycars the pertinacious adhjere
of the injured structure. The result of this conditioli '
that the fibrous structure of the ligament remains consideP
bly swelled, softcned and grcallv thickeuned froi Ilhe
creased amount of serons fluid in which it is, as it wCTC-
constantiy macrated, while the naturally transparent V*
sels continue to be filled and distende~d with Ted bio
marking a continuons hyperomic condition of these ve$e
in whnich the nighbouring lissues participate ; ene
ofien ihave scen effusion into the cavily of the hip.joint a
constantly find that the blood vessels of the areola strcte1


