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ET If NOLO GY AND) A CIiO O Y

PERUVIAN G.OLDEN 811ROUi.

lit a recent communication te the Xâtiowaîl Jattclflgeaiccr, a or:onnt
Mr. Thomnas Ewvbankh, gives sonie important information in regard te the discove-
ries made in Peruvian tombs anti tumiuli derived front W. W. Fviiis q, a gen-
tleman of êtrong anitiquarian predilections, antI n0w engineer cf the Arica and
Taciia Railroad, in Peru. Nir. Evanis states, that iiinîig excavations for the
railroad at Arica, hundreds of graves are demiolished in ail direction8, itt whichi
are numerous Indiant relies. The excavations are sevenltv féet deep, and as the
soit is lonse santl, as the %vork procecd.-, evcry ting-l froiti the top coniesq 8l!dinig
down-dead lndistns, pots, ketties, arrov-liea(is, &c. Attiong other interesting
mortuary relies, ant Indian was started out of his restiing place, rol)ed up ii et saroud
of gold. flefore Mfr. Evans had kniowlcdgce of tlue incident, the workien hadl cut
up this inagnificent '~nigsetand divided it amongý themiselves. With some
difficulty Mr. Evans obtained a fragmenit and dispatchced it to Mfr. Ewvb.nl<. Mfr.
Evans notices a remarkable, fact, thiat in hundreds cf liidians' skulis whici lie lias
examined, not one bas contained at decayeti tooth. Mr. Etwbankl thiffls the weigbt
of the entire shroud mtust liavo been eiglit or vuine pounids, and, liad it beeni pre.
servcd, it would have beeni the finest specinuien of sheet gold that ive have heard
of since the tîm)es of the Spanisl% conquest. lit seine renuiarks uipon the preserva-
tion of souvenirs of flie departed, Mfr. Etvbank observes:- it is tlie fori of features,
and flot the body, of flue demi, that should bc preserved. Thte rauruinies of Egypt
are qnarried for fuel, and, whether their %vives, tîteir priests, or thleir slaves, they
are split open, and clit)pcd up with the saine indiflièrence as so many pintr
legs. The guis aud balsains used in embalming thein have made theit a
geod stibstitute for biturninous coal; and tlius the very incans eniployed te pre.
serve thei have beconie tlue active agents of their dissipation. Se it is when the
materials of coffins have at highi market valuc, they are thetu eized as concoaled
treasure, and their contents cagt eut as rubbîah. Like heroes iu the Eastern bc-
naisphere, the descendants of Manuco Capec were so:netinies, if not ailwitys, eni-
toinbed in such, and with, considerable treasurc hesides, in vessels of geld and sil-
ver; hience we learn luow the Spanishi conquerors sough1t for, eften fonind, and as
often plunidered rich Indian scpulchres.

GREEK SLAVE OF TUE FTErE£,XTI CENTURY.

At a recent meeting of the Society of Antiquaries ef Scctland, Mr. Joseph
Robertson comnuunieated a notice of a Letter of Safe Conduct and Recommendation
gyranted by James Il., King of Scots, to Nicholas Georgiades, a Greec of Arcosson,
travelling through Scotland te colleet the aIa of the Faithful fer the ransoin of
his brother, takien prisoner by the Turks at the capture of Constaintinople in 1453.

This document sfforded a casual illustration of the feelings which, the faIl of the
capital of the Roman Empire in the East excited even in the farthest frontiers of
Western Europe. Six years after that niemerable event, a Greek who had lest bis
ail in the siege, and left a brother captive in the '-ands of the Mahometan con-
querors, made his way, mainied of a limb, te, the Scottisb shore. Rie bore a letter
frein the Cardinal ef Jerusalern, and on the faith et this, and nieved by the wan-
derer's story as heard frein bis owni lips, the Seottisb Ring, James II., issued a lette!
under the great sealt, ahitu the geods, person, and servants of the exile under bis


