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tbat the ascent for the firat time of an unknown river for a distance of upwards of
600 miles is a great achievement. In absence of information as to the breadth of
the river and the nature of its ehannels, and as some of the principal cities were
known, and several of the fortified places were suspeeted, to be in the hands of the
rebels, 1V was deemed prudent to proceed with au efficent squadron ; accordingly,
Her Msýjesty's ships Retribution, Furious, and Cruiser, and ganhoats Dove and Lee
were selected for the purpose; the Retribution, however, owing to lier great draugbt
of water, ivas left at Kew-Shien, about 90 miles above Nanking, and the reinainder
sacceeded ini ascending the river-overcoming ail obstacles in the shape of rebels
and shoals-to Ho.n*kow. Within the last fev ycars the channel, of the river up to
Na-nking is sn entirely changed, shoals existing where thc charts indicated deep
water, as to neutralize the advantages derivcd frein the experience of former sur-
veyore; nor is this transformation confined to thc bcd of the river-the same occurs
with its banks, and former Iandmnarks hiad either disappeared altogether, or were
so, completely altcred as to bie undistinguishable. The direction of the current fol-
lows the same Jaw of' change, and to such a degree, in thc opinion of the author,
as te render, in our altered relations witb China, an cxtendcd survey esseatial to
the intereBts of commerce. Pas-sing the Impcrialist fleet, -'which was blockading
Nanking, tIen hlid. by the rabeis, the latter fired on a flag- of trucs which was Ioist-
ed, the resuit of which was thc siîencing and partial demolition of their batteries.
Continuing the ascent, and leaving behlind severai towns, here, hield by the Impe.
rialists and there by the rebels, the squadron entercd the coniparatively narrowed
passage by the Eastern and Western I9illar Ils; the former rising to a heiglit of
fromn 300 te 400 feet ont of the water, crowaed with a crcnellated Wall with batteries
-the latter 8haped like Gibraltar, on a, sniall er sente, and covered with fortifications
extending some distance along thc shore, effectualiy commanding the passage, and
rcndering sudh a position, ia the bands of a European Power, imipregnable. Leav-
ing Keov-Shien, the expedition procecded on their voyage-tIc hua on tIe banke
rising to a beight of 2,000 feet, richiy wooded-and rcached Ta-Keang, wîare this
range winds rapidly away in a soutberiy direction, thc river foilowing an opposite,
course, and widening into noble reaches of great depth; and a range of his to thc
north then commences. UJp te, this point tIc navigation. is unattanded wita any
great difficully, and thc soundings are regular. Coitinuiug their course, large lakes
wcre visible from tIc mast-Iead on both sidas; in summer they are fillcd by thc
overflow;iiig waters of tIc Ta-Keang, and arc subjeat to annuai, inundations. TIc
author lere notices the principal towns and villages, and thc chie? features and the
claracter of the country on cither batik With tIc exception of tIc Tsung-yang
river -,hieh joins n lake a little above Nanking, ail those tributaries marked as such
in the maps -%er e mers ditdhes, almost dry ia the wintcr; but here Uic Great Lake
meets a mighty feeder ia tbe Poyang Lake, discharging into it the whoie drainage
of tIc province of Keang-si. Througbout the wbole length of thc voyage tb Han-
kow tIc banks, and tIc c'uitivation on tîem, retain mnuel of thc same cbin-acter,
Tbe cotton of the district of Kin-kwoh is celebrated. Tîcre caobelittle doubt tînt
the natural, advantages Hlan-kow possesses must always render it of great impor-
tance in a commercial point of view; and it is not easy te estimate tIc effeet whieh
tbe concentration of a foreign eommunity, and tIc accumulation of forcign capital>
may produe upon the rivertraffie generally.
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