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President Thornpson of St. Francis Xavier Collegoe

"IRegardinig the prontinciation of Latin and Greek, I have asked D)r. Alexander
McDonald and , ev. D. Gillis to give an expression of their views on the matter,
as the former is our professor of Senior Latin, wvhiIe the latter is professor of Grcekc
in this coilege.

Following are the renîarks of Dri. McI)onald

,Ail the teachers of Latin i our ('oflegear <tCither aluiinni of the Propaganda,
torne, or have been taughit the language by those w~ho are aliii. "'bey naturally

followý the prono-nciation of Latini whieh is i vogue tt Btorne to daýy andi whielh, in
1contradistilctiou< to what is now known as the ' Romian' rnay lie called the

'Modern Btomuan.' ht differs b)ut littie front the former, in the case of the vowels not
at ail, in that of the consonarnt, ahlost solely in the prontinciation of c, whichl is
soft hefore e andi i, andi the diphthtongs if, andi oe as, civis pironounced ts/ieevis.

lé Uniforinity in îirounciatin 1., no douht desirable. Nevertheless, the Faculty
"of titis College helieve they have good and sufficient, reamons for flot depîarting froni

"éthte jironunciation that is now in use. These are (1) the dificulty of lnniearning the-
present pronuncittioY which ntust ever corne first to the lips hy the force of iniveter-

"ste habit. ('2) Latin is tii day a living language in Ramne, and bas neyer ceaseil to bo
"a living language in that ancient and classical city, since the days of Cicerti. It is
"spoken there by the learned, by the isymnen as well as by clergymen, as fluelttly
"as English is spoken iii London or New York. There is an unhrokeni traditioin of

é" prontinciation in that ancient home <if the language comning down fronti the days oif
&(the oid Roman E~mîpire. Doubtless the lironmînciation of Latin bas untiergotte soin,-

"changes in thli course of centuries, as bas indeed the pronunciatitn ii f evely i ther
"llanguage. But the tradition in question bas been ltanded down arnong the learned
4,oniy-it is oniy the learned who hiave in tîte latter ages spoken the language and it
Iis weil known that the pronoinciation of the language as spoken lîy the Iearited is
"far lessliable tii cangei(. Aýtt ny raýte tte fat thlt Rouie is tle niotlher an(Ii nrse of

"the language, thiefact tlat Latinbas neyer ceased tiiliespoken thiere, aitîl the fact
" that the c-ity ever lias been a great centre of learning, warrant us in looking upon it as
"ésetting the fashion, so to speak, in the pronunciation of Latin, as Paris does in the
"pronunciation of French, and London in that of English.

"As regards Greek, the modern pronuniciation is followed here, foi mitl th(, saie
"reasions as in casie of Latin. Greek lias neyer ceased to lie a living lanutgein the

teachers of Greek in the propaganda tollow the miodern jîronunciattion.'

Tho following are thme renmarks oif tîme 11ev. D. C. Gillis:
lIn St. FUrancis Xavier ('îllege the prtîimciatiomî of 'îîTier hel- G i.e foiveuî d.

The Pirincipal points îîf difference between it andi tîme 1 tiulaiînf inidh i ni

a soiudîs as the ulisît ah1.

esoundis as Èhli Enigiý,li e/i.

t-Sounds ats the Elglisit ee in Séte.

1tle saille lu souînd us ai,' iu sa.~«

'ei alsîîundedas or

0V s<un<îed like 00 in inood.

av soutt(ls <s cilam, except liofore.

0, Kc,~ 7r 0, , (k X, *, when it sound-s as ahf.

,EU soids eltt ol( e/f, the conditîions being the Saute as in thto case

ofal. The saule ride hoids for 7/t'.


