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FOR THE PROVINCE O0F NOVA SCOTIA.

THE ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETINGS.
M %mdéy P
HE tht ¢ 1 is the day on which

owr Schoot Law requirea the annnal School meetings to
Do held jn all the School Sections throughout the Province. To
the friends of Education, and for our Tublic Schools, the day
above nmnedis one of wuch interest, as the deliberations and
decisions of those School mectings muat assuredly be for good
or harn.

The following ig the usnal order of business in these meetings ;
2-18t, 0 elect » Chairman; 2nd, to clect a Sceretary; 3rd, to
clect new Trustees, or a new Trustee, as the cage may require’
4th, to.xeceive the Report of the Trustees; 5th, to determine, by
vote of a majority of rate payers present, the amount of money
to be raised by the section for the ensuing year.

We shall make a few remarks on some of the points in the
aboyo outline. After the organization of the meeting, the Chair-
toan being in his place, the meeting will proceed to the election
of a Secretary. Jarthis duty the Electors should exercise mature
Jjudgment and sound discrétion, and inasmuch as an accurate re-
cord of the business of the meeting is to be handed to the Inspee-
tors for the County, andanay become the basis of future action, the
record of the meeting should, as far as possible, be correct and
intelligible, thiat, when_consulted, the viill of the meeling may be
well understood. ~ With'a view, thercfore, to this desirable ac-
caracy, the meeting shiould elect for Secretary, if one such iy
cligible, & person of houes}, business-like habits, able to make a
corrett minute of the bysiness of the meeting, aud to reeord its
deciwions, "t T . -

" The presenting of the report of the Trustees for the year ndw

- expiring will be the next business in order ; and it is presumable

- School Law isa qualification I somay:

that this report has been prepared with carcful attention to all
the requirements of the scetions, and that it places before the
“rate payers a detailed account of the expenses of the past year,
sothat every man may uuderstand how school matters stand,
Not unfrequently confusion, almost without remedy, resalts from
tho negligent and inaccurate mavuer in which Trustees prepare
and present, in their report, the business of the Scction. Rate
Payers are not gencrally satisfied with reports of business which
they do not understand, doubts insinuate themselves, and the sus.
picions mind is prepared to believe that confused statements
era purposely confused, to conceal fraud. The report should,
therefore; be as distinet and definite as possible, going into all
necessary details, and making an honest and open exposure of
the whole intcrest of the school. Attention to this. we are per-
suaded, will prevent a large amount of needless debate, loss of
time, and soctional partyisn.  Trustees should feel it a duty,
owed to the section, to look well to the suggestions now made,
and the intelligent rate payers should, as an imperative du’
insist in having from retiring Trustees, an explicit statement
the whole income-and expenditure of the year. In this way e
" Section will understand its position, and have a fair opportuuity
for raaking provision for future success. .
- The choico of Trustees, or of one Trustee, will probably be thie
next bngix\z'qsg in the School meeting. Among rate payers the
qugstion is-frequently heard, who shall be Trustees? and the in-

quirg.isbue_of 1b littlo value to the School inﬁge/sﬂ Judsin
zom the nctions of SOME fett westions;we fearThat nd /fé:g
3{;3 atall

indivi:_luak'n\n’swcr this intkrrogation by replying, ¢«
no- mafter wHoM~~In_gomy few instances
Alasfor the Sestion
should

: ool "Law, the indifferent, tho 2t
Tating friends, are by nmeans, if escape from such is

‘whiérg such is the éase! Who
mobbo?  Encmics tg.she

_{ment is authorized by

possible, taq be exaited to the responsible and honorable position
of Trustee.) From such, the friends of education can expeet
nothing but §bstruction. and during their term ot office, the in-
terest of the deetion will know only peflect.

If a stern, Qutermined, uncopefromising conflict in a schoul
meeting is admidgible, it is whln o party hostile to the interost
to the school, or\with axlew toimpede progress, attempts to
force unsuitable Meyafbon the Scction, as Lrustees. Opposition,
then becomes th of every man who values tho education
of his children.Y Be assnred that enemies, or indifferent men will
not—cannot, exereise a fostering care for the interest they assume (¢
to enconrage and protect. If there is an intelligent, clear hend-
ed, and sound hie~rted friend to education in the Section, we urge
you by all means, to draw forth all possible influence and give
all your strength to have such an one elected Trustee.  The effort
yon make to accomplish yowr purpose, the object being secured,
iz well made and will be amply repaid. In placing the School
interest in such hands, you express your estimate of honest in-
telligenco, and have, in the character of the Trustee you elect, n
guarantee for deserved success.  The influence of snch Trustees
will appear in all School matters, and the wisdow of the choice
will be profitable to all. The necessity of having for Trustees the
best and most ntelligent friends of our School System ought to
impress itself deeply on the minds of the people, for as yet u few .
enemies of our School System lurk in the ranks of friends. ready
at any time, to lay unhallowed hands upon this essential app:n-
dage to the progress and elevation of our Conntry. An< whata .
field of usefulness is presented to Trustees inlerested in the work
to ‘which. fhey are appointed? Whethor we regard. it in its
progress or contemplate the future labors, we fail not, to perceive
every motive proper to excite a generous mind to honorable
activity. As ‘Trustees they are carrying forwardand giving:
increased momentum to ageneics which in their results can never
cease, and which from their very nature will gather increased!
force. and have a widened range for ggod, to be enjoyed in other
years and by coming generations. y :

IWhoare topote? ‘Theschajrman, it 48 expectedywill be sua-s; N
tained in his nforccmenhkhc aychich we subjolu. y
SECTION 2XD OF THE AMENDED ACT.

«2,  On dypositing with the Secretary of Trusjees, previous
to, or at any junual School meeting, the sum of gho dollar, any
person liable th pay such poll-tax, though not fated in respect
of real or persopal property, shall be qualifigh to vote in the
clection of Trusdees at such meeting, and y other meetiug
held for the electiyn of Trustees within a yeat from such deposit,
except the same by refunded as hereinafteyf provided, neverthe-
less, that a majority of the Trustees shall fe¢ personsrated inre-
sgcct of real or persdual property. Moyly deposited as above
shall be vrefunded on\ demand in every caso where no assess-
uch meeting ;
tained as payment of thy poll-tax o

therwise it shall be re-
¢ depositor.”

From the above it will De scen, it any person paying a poli-
tax of one Dollar, as well ay any person paymng tax on property
may vote for Trustees, thus hgﬁw wisely gives young men; for
the small tax of one Dollar, ti¢ privilege of voting on one of tho
great interests of their counjty Though they may have no pro-
perty they are made,in the vercise of this privilege, torealize that
they haveaconntry, andArerccognized as ideatified with its best
jnterests, and are holdiffy and excereising with those around them
the dignity of a commybn manhoed. Wy regard this fact asa most
valuable feature inghe present School L\w. It isnot somuch the
worth of a dollar. #The country can live anQ advanee without this ;
but will dobadly without just that manly\influence and power,
which young mén exercise and caltivate,whem\by vote they assume

[the valued and ipalienable birthright of Englishmen+ There is
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