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ter to the Governor-General of India, asking whether she was to regard
Sir Charles Elliott’s speech as the answer of the Government to her first
letter ; and if so, why missionaries were to be denied the rights granted to
British subjects in general, when it was a well-known fact that missionaries
had ever been to the front in entering new countries with the Gospel, and
by their peaceful operations had opened the way for trade and civilization
to follow. At length, on May 27th, an answer was received from the seere-
tary to the Governor-General saying that the Government had issued no
orders in the matter, and that her letter would be passed on to the Lieu-
tenant-Governor of Bengal as being a matter coming within his particular
province.

From some of the Calcutta papers it would appear that the Government
is afraid that any movement of missionaries toward Thibet will embarrass
their political officer in certain negotiations with the Chinese authorities
which are said to be still pending ; and one of the papers in question, under
a paragraph headed ** Meddling Missionaries,” says :

“ As it is not likely that missionary fanaticism will be influenced by
considerations of this nature, it will be all the more necessary for the Gov-
ernment to take a firm stand and absolutely prevent any members of the
so-called Thibetan Mission at Darjeeling from crossing the frontier.”

Possibly the publication of sentiments like these has encouraged the
adverse action of the Bengal authorities, as they do not appear to be under
any orders from the central Government. However, the pioncer party arc
fully convinced that when they are themselves prepared with the language
and ctherwise, for making an advance into the conniry, God will assuredly
open them a way in spite of all the barriers that may oppose themselves to
the progress of the Gospel. In some respects the opposition has been a
blessing, as it has undoubtedly had its measure of influence toward drawing
them closer together in the one aim of their lives.

The Licutenant-Governor of Bengal is not personally averse to mission-
ary enterprise. On the contrary, he is believed to have much sympathy
with it, but probably looks at matters from an exclusively official point of
view—a very common failing of Indian official life. Sir Charles Elliott,
the Licutenant-Governor, subscquently invited the party to a missionary
‘“ At Home,” given by himself and Lady Elliott. They were most cor-
dially received, Sir Chatles conversing with some of the band about their
Thibetar studies, and Lady Elliott introducing Miss Taylor to some of the
Government officials present, with whom she conversed about Thibet and
Thibetan fecling toward foreigners.

Noga, the treacherous Chinese guide, who robbed and nearly murdered
Miss Taylor during her perilous journey through Thibet, has recently ap-
pearcd in Darjecling and has favored her with a call!  'Whether or not he
has any truc penitence for his actnal and attempted crimes, he judged it
prudent to bring some fine cloth and some beans as a peace offering. His
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