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tic shapes, wvhîle others forever un-
seen uttered prophetie w'varnîngs and
forecast the future.

Society wvas of low type. Feiales
%vere wvretclied and degraded, and
lîccntiousness wvas opetn. The îîunî-
ber of ivives wvas unrestrict.id, and
divorce and reniarriago wore subjeet
to caprice. There~as a liit to the
.period of divorce beyond which re-
marriage wvas prohibitod, and a mnan
nîight kreep) his -%vifc iii perpetuated
divorce by reinarrying lier just boforo
the expiration of the limnitcd terni,
and redivorcing lier at once. Dau-h-
ters were kîlled at pleasure or buried
alive. Womcen znixed in piublie as-
semblies -%vithout restriction.

THE STONE AGÇ SURVIVAL.
0f this pre-Islainic fetislîisin 31u-

hammad, retained the inost promui-
nent feature. M ecca is essential to
the communal life of Islami. It wotild
disintegrate -%vithout it.

What is it, thien, that gives Mecca
its importance? It is the Râlba ancl
the Kàba alone. And it is the black
stone built into it which renders the
]Kàba of any -îvorth. This lias miade
Mocca a place of pilgriniage froin a
porîod long anterior to Muhammad.
From " tinme out of record" M4ecca lias
been a place of pilgriniage from "ia
circuit of a thousand miles, inter-
rtipted only by the sea."1

The Kâba lias been rebuilt several
tinies. M1uhiammiadfounidit damagcrd
by a flood and falling into dccay,
being without, a roof and despoilcd
of sonie of its treasures, and tlie re-
mainder insecure. Ho biiilt itA. D. 60i,
and itw~as robiiilt..x16-27. Thbest
authorities tlîinkz it to hiavebeon con-
nectedwîitb systoms0f ilolatry preva-
lent in tlie southern part of the Ara-
bian peninsula. Somo hiave supposed
it devoted to Satturn, and it lias boon
the eniblern of four différeunt faiths,
Hindu, Saboan, Guober, and M-Nos-
lem. Thiis "Cubof-louse,"or Râba, is
called by tbe Mosîcîns "the liouso of
God." Itis fortyor flfty foot inii oit,
and fourteen by eigliteen paces jnecx-

tent, inclosod by a wall that is in turn
suirroundod by a colonnade of three
hundred and ci-lity pillars of inarbie,
gyranite and porphyvry, -%vhichi sup-
port one hundrod and two small
doios. It lias but one door, îvhich
is opened but two or thrce tiines a
year, and is roachced by a ladder. It
is wvhoily coated Nwith silver, and bas
gilt ornanionts. WVax candios are
burned before it igh-tly, and per-
fuingii pans of musk and aloos. The
wvater-spout is golden. Veiling the
'Kiba is a v'ery ancient oustoin. A
covoringr is stretchied ovoî* the buiild-
ing; sonmetirnos it is Yenien cloth,
sonietinies' Egyptian linen, sonie-
timos red brocade or even black sîllk.
To furnishi this veil is the einbleni
of Moslein. royalty. The Khalif
Sultan of Egypt and the Turk-ishi
Enîporor liave £urnislied it.

About one-third of the distance
froni the top a band of golden erm-
broidery of Koran texts is placed
across the building. Ppenis, for
which prîzos have been awarded, are
also hung iii golden text 'vithin the
buildintg.

The Nvhole territory about Mecca,
flve, seven or ton miles distant, is con-
siderodsacred. No twi gniiustbe eut,
no fowv1 înust be killed, wvithin this
precinet. Touchin- this line, the
pilgrini imust clothe huisoîf in two
woolen wvrappers, aud a pair of scaut
slippers.

Siuace the second year of the Mos-
Iemi ora the Kàba lias been the
l)ra3'or-poilit (Kibleli) for Mioslinîs
in ali the îvorld. The directionî of
.Mecca is marked in every niiosqute-
in the dosert of Af rica, oit the levels
of the Gangetic valley, on the high
tables of Central Asia, and ini the
cities of Turkey. Five tunes a day,
wherever the Mosleni spreads his
prayer-carpet, lie bows -%vith bis face
towvard mecca.

But remneniber wliat bias already
beon said. The black stone is csse7ztial
10 teKâba. It isafragniontof vol-
canttiesaitts, sprinkled wvitli colored
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