
THE ACADIA ATHJRNÀUM.

In tho young and fair, dignity iS seen te
best advantage. Maiclens must have it or
be taboocd. It ie at once -their defence,
their ornamient, their recommnendation, and
their charm. Thosù ivho have it iiot siglii
for it.; danisels of sixteen cry for iL;
niany t.here are wheo iould do anytlîing
but die for it. This is because they feel
the truth se aptly expre8sedl in the follow-
ing linos by a recent wYriter:
Il'Tis lovelicat iii tlîo Ioveliest; it bocomes
A redhairod beauty botter tua» lier bangs;
These but reveal lier shy coquettish art,
Concomitant of cey virginity,
Wlierein residos a love and fear of men;

.t dignity's above these frizzled cliarms;
ïG wraps lier person lke a lovor's ai-m,
It i8 at once lier fortress and her slicld;
The arts of wicked mon by dignity aie foited-
The fond, true hicart is won.

SoITA.

THE TEINDENCY TO ISCOLOR.

Far be it fromi us tu dcpreciatc the prcs.
ent age or to, institut e unfair coniparisons
betweenit and the Past. Prince of des-
picable beinges is that muan ivbe, in Il1881,"1
is unable, or unwilling, to sec anything, to
praise and be preud of, but ivho, -a bis
miorosenees, ilI-temper and cr.bcdness,
takes a sort of unaccounitablo pleaszure in
giving vent to numberless growlings,
grtuhfblings, and fauWefindings.

There is, however, one respect in which
we fear that we of to-day render oursolves
liable to severe and mcrited censuire; .and
that is the readinesà with«which men per-
mit themselves te take one-sided views,
and sligyhtly to nzisrepresent. Surely we
need flot fear that ive shall approacli tot;
nearIy to correctness in our opinions and
d.ecisiens even wvhen -%c take the mo$t
comnprehensive and unbiassed view of
zuatters that it is possible for us to obtain.
Nor need we 'car that truth wilI suifer
anything by hoing told simply and plaitiJy
without anY additions. or embellishicnts.
But lîow frequcntiv are mon- sccu act.ing as
though indeed influenccd by titis féar ?
Men, Who, if youý Should tel! theni that they

1
Were dishoeet oi untrutbful, *would bc
highly incensed. And yet, nutwithstand-
ing tlîeir horror of beimug chîssed ainong the
dieregarders of Lrutb, thc probability'is that
nine out of teii of tîzeso poisons would, in
repoating some item of gossil) or newe
licard froni a fricnll, by wordis, gesture, or
toue, color it a littlç nmore Jtigltly in order
te increaso its attractivencss. Whio cannot
cali tg> mid instances in ivhich great mis-
chief lias been wroughit. by titis habit of in-
definite addition 1 A sentriict) concern.
ing 503110 neighbor or acquaintance if;
dropped, carelessly poî'baýps, but without a
dhadow of malice or evil jutent, and by the.
timne it -reachies the person in regard te
'whorn àt ý,ras spoken it bas suffered ton or
twelvc tiansfers, bas received su many ad-
ditions that it takes haif an heur te tell it,
and ir, se changed iu meaning that it'eans-
forms friendship iutoecnwity.

Sonie dispute or disagrce -ieuot arises bo-
tween A and B, ecd is conviuced that the
other is wrong. (C, being on friendly terme

wihboth, le muade their confidant. To-day
A meots bim and givefz hlm an acceunt of the
entire maLter. As A proceeds witli hie nar-
ration C begins te, wozjder hew in the world
hoe could have been se misguided. and un-
wary as te en tertain sucli a. higli opinion of
Bat ie li as up ýto -the present -N time' held
concerning him. Why, hie had ne idea
that ho wvas such a mnean, disagreeable fel-
low, and ho resolves to have very littie te
do with hini in future.

Blit te-morrow B cails on (J, and ho
will flot bc with him an beur before ho'
wvill Ohow huiself te. be oue of tha most
persecnted, ill-used, and dowu-troddeu
mortals that this cruel worid has ever buif-
eted, while A will bic - monster lu human,
form.

Nor is tVais tcndcncy te discelor fr.und
only ir. the affairs of, every day life,
-and in cases whiere men m!ay be fairly sup-
posod to, le unde'. the influen»Ce 'of somne
sudden and teîuporary tidè of feeling; but
we find-instauces of it N*Vher'e tlîerè bas bee»
ample time for carefuil thouglit, ffiid a cool


