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ravely soen equalled, and as to the ease and comfurt of the whole
of their internat arrangements, it would bu gilding refined gold
to havo them surpassed.

As a portion of the line is still unballnsted, the extraordinary
rapidity with which the teain moved down some of the inclines,
naturally gaveto it a disagreeablo oscillatory movement, which will
of courso be materially diminished when the batlusting iscompleted.
Wo do tot suppose, howevey, that it is in conterplation at pre-
seut to run regular passenger traing at the speed we have already
allnded to. After some months tmflic the irregular oscillations
will prabiably veaso by the increased stability of the track.

To the cnterprise and energy of Mr Good of Toronto,
the public are indebied for the construction of the pow-
erfutl locomotive, which brings the lakes within an how's ride of
ong another; aud to Messrs, MeLean and Wright, for the luxu-
rious passenger caws, which exhibit o neat taste in design, and
appropriate skill in workmanship. The gentlemen whe partici-
pated in the rare pleasure of the trip, are indebted to the polite-
ness of Mr. Cumberland, the Chief Engincer, and to Mr. Brunel,
the Superintendent of the ling, who added to the obligations of
their guests, by providing most abundant and delicious refresh-
ments, appropriately amanged in a second eluso carriage. W
have been favoured with the dimensions of the curves, and data
connected with the grading of the line as far as Bradford.  The
remarks which we have prepared on these and other associated
subjocts, want of space compiels us to withhold, until the Angnst
number of the Journdd,

Mountical Natural IXistory Socicty.

The twenty-fitth annual report of the Natural Histury Suciety
of Montreal is a very ecncowaging docament. It indicates the
revival among its present mombers of that vigurous spirit which
inspired its first promoters, when they founded mud sustained for
a season, “the pioncer in this conntry of the development of its
Natural History”

We notice with much pleasure the compliment paid by the
Council to their indefatigable President, Major Lachlan.  Every
member of the Canadian Tustitute, reealling the ineidents of the
Inte Annusl Conversaziond, will readily ackuowledge the influ-
enco which even one active and zealous individusl may exercise
upon the usefulness and prosperity of a Scientifie Socicty; par-
ticularly in a conntey whose rich domains of Natural History and
Science have hitherto found few discoverers witling to communi-
cate to the public the results of their enquiries.  We transeribe
with cordial fecling, the following allusion, by the Montreal
Nitural History Socicty, to the valuable services of their Presi-
dent,

“Tn referring to the transactions of the pastyear, your Council expe-
rience some difficulty in selecting those of the most iuterest ; bat the
would be wanting in due regard to the general feelings of the Socicty,
were they 1o refrain from asking cspecial attention to the very valuable
services of our President, Majur X, Lachlan, who succeeded to the
chair in October last, consequent on the removal fram the city of its
former occupant, Dr. Sewelll  Your T'resident has been indefitigable
in his endeavors to resuscitate the Sucivty , his persoiral Lebors tu cone
nection therowith have been unremitting, and the value thereof is tully
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substantiated by, among other advantages, tho greatly increased sube
geription Hef, the sueeess of the first sviree, held o the eventng of the
Ik April Jast, and the prospeet of a volume of Transactions being
published ere Joug.  The Council are quite eonvincod that the Seciety
will fully recognize and acknowledge tho merits of its Chics, who has
contributed so much in reinvigorating the eharacter of its proceedings,
and giving an impetos thereto, whiel, it is sincerely haped, no vuto-
ward circomstances may arise to arrestor retard?

The Museum of the Society has reccised many important ac-
cessions; especinl reference is made by the Couneil to the Jiberal-
ity of one of its meinbers, )

“The Cmm'cﬂ, however, trast it will not be constdered invidious in
making speeial reference to the extensive donations of Dr, Gibb, one
ol our metnbers, consisting a9 they do of above 300 specimens iv vari
ous departments of Natueal History and comparative Anatemy, aud an

equally lnrge collection of misceliancous and rare articles, from all
quarters of the Globe.”

An extensive and well arranged museum is an admirable ac-
quisition, and furnishes n ifself a most prolific fiekl for private
stady, and very desirable oppertunities for illustrating pulbdic lee-
tures.  Wo rejoice in the renovated energies of the Montrenl
Natural History Society, and cordially wish that they may be
sustained in healthy and vigorous action.

The Obsarvatory.

——rn

Tn our Jast issus we informed our readers that the Magnetic
Observatory ut ‘Toronto, established by the Imperial Goverminent
and supported by them for a period of twelve years, had been
taken in chargo by the Provincial authorities, with the intention
of being retained as a permanent establishment: we are now
able to give more detailed information on the subject.

Some time in February ast, Captain Lefroy received orders
from the liome-government to pack up ¢he instruments, dismantle
the observatory alid return home with the military detachment
which hiad been, under his superintendence, employed in the ob-
rervations,  With his usual zeal and energy, he lost no time in
bringing the matter to the notico of his Excellency the Governor
Geueral, urging the importance and iuterest of the scientific
results that might be expected from refaining an observatory
complete in ol points and which liad already eamed a reputation
second to none thronghout the world.  In theso reprosentations
he was powerfully backed by the petitions of our own and kin-
dred societies in both sections of the Provinee,  With muost praise-
worthy promptitude and liberality, the Proviucial authorities at
once communicated with the Imperial Government offesing to
purchase the equipment of the observatory in full, and in the
same spirit they were responded to, and the negociation com-
pleted without delay. The munificent sum of £2000 voted for
this prrpose in tho Iast session of Parlinment gives a striking and
most pleasing proof of the esteem in which Science is held in this
country. :

In the meanwhile Captain Lefroy had returned to Englang,
leaving, however, the Military Detachment behind, and formally
placing the Observatory, nccording to his instructions, under the
charge of Mr. Cherriman,  The Magnetical Observations had
been in part interrupted by the introduction of Iron during the



