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rarety seeri eqilffdi, ilrrd, as to fila ùae1.z aid cornrfort of tile wirole
of tireir internal arrangemnent! it woUIl bu~ gildlig rerirrtýd golti
te llaýve thoin slirpassed.

As a portion of thre lino is still tuiballasted, tlice traordinary
rapidity with whîchl tire train ioveti down sonneo of file inclines,

ofcoureberatriallydinni isi~1en the ballastitig iscorapleteti.
Ive do0 trot suippose, however' tirat, it is iii coniteruipiatiolit, pre.
sent to rtn regulr etsrgrtris i ir pei a e nedy
ahirideti to. After sanne nioirs trallie thic irregtilar oclain
ivill probably cceaso by fic iincreaseti steibility of tlic track.

Tro fie etiterprise anil energy of Mr. Gooti of 'Toronrto,
tlic publie ia îndelbted for tie construiction of the p)o%-
erfiti locomotive, whiclh brinrgs flche ikes witlnin au hroues ride of
one aniother; audtoi Mezss. McLean rnrd W it for tlire hrxrr-
rions passenger car,,, %%iici exhîbi. a neai. faste in desigt) and
rrpproprite sk-ill in ivorkii<ashil). The gentlemten %vlio pirtici-
patei flic treare pleilstre of tlie trip, ire indebteti to flic Polite.
ness of Mr. Cunrtberthund, tice Cliief Enginecer, anti toMr. Brune],
tire Sirpenintendeni. of tlic line, %Vi10 added. to thre obligationis of
tiroir grrets, by providing »vost abuirdant and. dclicieuis refrts-1
zPents, ippropriately arralinged in at second clA.i carniage. Md
have becit favotred. with. ftie dimensions of thre curves, inti data
conneeteti with tire gradinly of tie lino as fair as Bradiford. The
reniarks %vllich %ve hmave, prepairet on theso anitt otirer wwsociateti
subjeots, ivant of spacte ceniupelii us to %vithiolit, iiitil tlice Anguisi
nuniber of tie Jourral.

Plortseal Naturai Ilistory Socicty.

The tiventy-fiftlr nitaiel report uf tie Nrrttral litury &eiiety
of Montreal is at very citeoungîng doctiinent. It inidicites thic
revival anong its prient, nrremberi of tiai. vi'gorUllt s,irit Ulii
inspireti iii; first Proillotcrs, %virer tiy furrdcti :nrdtl suItst:tind for
a season, Iltfic pionr<xer in tis conrrtry of tlie de% clopinenti of its
Nattiral Ilistorv."

Wae notice ivitir inuil plersrsnre flt-iirpimoei paid by tlic
Council to tireir iuc;tgbePresident, Major Lia:n. Every
ineniber of fie Canadian Institte, realling tie imridennis of fie
liste Amii Ce ewzoriili recaiiy acknoivledge tlice infli-

eno eiii ve»l ole e ative lrnd 7eahous indivîduai nnay exervise
uipon tile utsefutlnese anrd prosperity of a Scientifie Society; par-
ticulanly in a couintry wloerici demnains of Natntral H-istory andi
Science ]lave Iiitlierto fouiiid fei dL-seeverers ivillimrg to conrninli-
cate te, tire publie tic rcsits of their eviquiries. We trantscribe

iil cordial feeling, tire foiloving, allussion, by fice Montreal
Naturai Ulisi.ory Society, to, the variable ser-vice of their Presi-
dent.

"IlI roferrinig te Ille transactions or theo pastycar your Cetilrdil expe.
ricure, seme diiltcnrlty ini belctiing tinose of ie trrout îtereît but tiney
VoulI bce waating in due rei-gard to Ille genri felUnn. oif tlle Sonciety,
were lircy to refraini frontu asing especl attolitioi te, the 'er valziable

services cfeunr Prcsidcint, M.njiur Xt L.tclil.it, whno skic<tecdcd t.o theo
chair in October kist, ernnaequrernt cet tihe reteiot il front thec citv of its
lornier occurpantr, Dr. Scwdfel. Youzr 1'res;idett bas bvem ndcrial
in his endcavors to rcsrns-citite c ueluit), , jnucbun. I.LbcNr uît coin-
nection therovwith bave bee» linreinittilng, and tlle value tinereof 13Ilmlly

Rubstamntiated hy' Rncliog otlner anv: tagto greuntl, increcd suri-
izcritiîî<i, liNt. theo set's4 of tire tirrt 4fuifc belmi 1>1 th c<i enilng of theo
121t.April hast, amnd the p)rospe)ct of a volumne of Transattim beîlrg

litibliî,bcnl vre long. Tihe Cumndil lire 'lit vorvinred ifint the Society
lvili fnnly recognîze nunn acno Illi e irtr ' usf iu; Cltiet', who inas
corntnihînid be uioir in riîtvigoraring Ille character oif ils proccedings.

rand givinng ain imnpetus tincreto, whîcn, it Ls ilncertdy hled, ire imto-
iVRr( eicnnstcsnay airise ta arrest or ret:trclý>

Tr Musent» cf tie Socicty ]tels receisnŽti ilnany illportaint. ae.
e*sionsi-; eseilrefiŽrenee is iaeio by tic Comiîcil te tie iiberril-
ity of orre of its iiieinberq.

"Tire Connil, lnowever, trwri. it xvili not be censidered irrvidiorrs in
-rîkrrlseeh'i referetice t iit exterrýnve dloi)natrrnm. ci Dr. Gibb, crte

oils nICI)Irtrrumts of £Satuirai llistôrvnnr com.1 rti 1(lnr arrd nu
cilialiv large collectionr cf ,aisccli.'nnous ani rarc articles, froin ail
Quartens cf Ille Globe.,,

Anr extensive andi t'ei nrranged inusen is at a1dirabIle nie-
quisitiomi, and fumnisîre.s iri ifself et rrost îrrolific fidli for private
stud(y,.anti very dosimable opporturriti*i fur illnstratiag piublie lbc-
titres. ivo yeoice in tie reneov.ateti eliregies cf tire Montreni

Natrnl Iistory Society, anti condi:rlly wish tirant tiroy mîay ire
suztattin i eithy nd vigowul action.

The O.rvatory.

itn ottr hast ksnre; ive iniforiireti our ra--dons tirai. tie Magieti
Ob.erttory lit Toronrto, -establisire by tie iniprial Governinent
andispott by tirein fer a1 pvrioti of tivelve yenrs, hrad beenl
talkentilr charge by thre Provincial autirities, iviti tire inrtenrtion
of behnr retaimneti as ai permanent establisiset: -ie aire now
aible to give more detaileti inrformaition o» irle sirjeet.

Soaie tinie in Feblumu-y Inst Captaîni Lefroy receivoti entiers
fronti ihonne-govermaent to packl up ie iiistrunicnts' disn»aniitie
tire observaitery ait return horne iitr tic nrilfitary deinchnntt
i-iricir mati bec», under ]ris superintendence, emp iloyed irn tire oh-
servatiolis. witr iris Ilsiai zeai anticierr), ]IL lest no0 tinie in
brinrgiîg tire inatter te tie notice of iris ExcelIliicy tice Govemor
Gelnemai, u'ffing tic importanlce anti lîrteres. of tire scienîtifie
resuits tirai. nigirt be expected fr0211 retainnng -kit Obscrvatery
comîplote iii aIl points annrd Nvhicir Ilsd nircady camtret n reputation
gecomrd to Ilotto trronghrout tie %orid. lu tires represcntsrtiens

ir ispowenfuily baciret by tie petitions of ouir oivn anrd lin-
drei scieieslu etr sctins f ireProinc. Witiniost praLs-

%vorfiry promptitude aint iiberaiity, tirt Provincial authorities nit
onrce connuunicatei 'Witlrftie llnpcrial Govcrrxneli. offering te
plrreiase tie equipîneltri of tie observatory in 1h11, antli th ie
saixne spirit tirey were respondeti to, and: tire iiegoriatien cern-
picteti witrouri deiay. Tire nmunificeni.saur of £2000 voteti for

titis; ptirpesel tino hcast, session of Parlieunerit gives a si.nikig mmd
mosi. pieasing proof of tie esteenu lu %vinicir Science is iel in utitis
country'.

Inaftie meanwlrile Captain, Lci'noy irat retumneti te EnglIanti,
leavînge, iroNvever, tihe Military t)etacitarnt beiniind, nrd formeily
piacing fie Observrrtory aecording te iris instrtuctiotn.% intier tie
chrarge of r hmiin The Magnetical Observations 1usd
beom in part întcrmupted by tho introduction of Iron during the
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