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** Misesarus abaantiuo mel, vt salobnis ama-
ritudo salutesnt dare ture possit, cum muixto,
trmperata dulsore bt poternt. “—i. ¢, planiora
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e, prepared, hy prayed asd fasung, to tecerve

-~ [them.  Thev are the well plonghed field, pre-
pared to receive good aend.

Oh' great and eublime <nbjects are pot want-

o e to " .
sarerzotis meme e Bew ficorwm Der, cam da-; 1N 10 the preacher, dvo o the forty days of

lore pro peceanss - - ir

St Bernards, S per. Cantie Cantee, Ser, LY : queh an area opencd to t,
which the preacher mav Iead tus flock s infinite;

Brang tears, we negd then .11 10 mourn
Our sinful hfe with sorron deep,

For ali! the past can ue'urretum,
¥ hat have we left t» do but weep ’
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To fast, to sigh wit® lenely Luit,
Meekly to nurse a contrite heart,—
To bid thie voaico of murth be mute,

th
‘To watch, and wake, and live apart.

Gladl; to welcome malice, spite, d

The ruling tongue—as all deserved—
To bow to persecution’s night,

For rack, and denth in horror nerved.
Such 15 the life that v.c . hould iead. d

I'roma early youth to latest eld,
Who have in word, or thought or deed,

Proudly with opon front rebell’d. g

Yot happly it is well, the v inle o

‘The long and bitter cup we dram,
At times to raiso a chasten’d smile,

E'er we look down to wesp agatn
To lift to Cod a grateful oye, h

For all His hidden love so vast,
With honeyed gratitude to fiy

The over worn wood of tho past.
Wath watery eye to look above, d

And watch hope’s arc of brilliant light ,
By crystal streams to show thy love,

The while ye nurse a heart contrite.
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Thuy mingled shall our souls advance
In strength, and temper'd hdpo, and foar;
Thos may we meekly wait death’strance,

To wake in lovo’s whole atmospl.cre !
—————ad

LENT.
THANSLATED FRe3t THE Fneven oF tag Vis-
couNT pE Warsn.®

When the inclement seventies of winter have
pasaed by, but before the mild warmth of spring
has:shed its balmy influence, when socieues in
cities begins to grow tired of the noisy and bar-
zen pleasures which have agiated 1t during the
soason of frost and srow, of a sudden a death
sllence pervades cach town; folly, with its re-
anarks and 1ts senseless shouts, its balls and us
cavaleades, 1ts disgusting saturnabix, and 1s m-
ious childlessness, becames mute.

And what is it that has thus so suddenly re-
stored reason to the crowds who before appeared
attacked by a vertigo ’—Religion. She  has
stattered a few ashes on all those heads which
were smitten with delirivm, and now they have
become calin; those men who were now but
more bossterous in their mirth, have heard a
voice issuing from the sanctuary, and which c:n
«d to them, ‘¢ Man, remember thit thou art bat
dust, and that unto dust thou mnst return.”

This memento, given by the Church, has been
the remedy ‘o the strange madness of the crownd.
Ash Wednesday has opened the whole forty
days, and the days of fasting o2nd the days or;
prayer, of retirement and of mortification, have
<commenced. He who shall now remiin inig-
noraance, he who shall not shake off the shadows
-of deatk, by which he was surrounded. will iu-
deed be culpable; for religion, the mother of al!
mankind, offers on all sides her succor and ner
mstruction, her peace and consolation.

See all those churches, heir portals ace thrown
widely open. Look at those aliars, tapers are
burning, and incence ascends from thein. Lisien
beneath those vaalted cells, and you wil) hear
the priests of the God of mercy, wiv.bag you to
Tepentance, ané annoeacing his forgivene.s

During the scason of folly and of riot, we have
all, more or less, tas«d of worldiy pleasurs.

« Well, then? tae day being ended, its labors and
its busmess having ceased, row that our churches
are so beauutul, 8o snspiring, with the aastrays
of daghight fading from theie stained glass wia-
dows, letus enier them and sec whether the
priests speak traly | let us sce whether the yolic
of the Lozd bz really casy. Should there etilily
be noise without 1t will not reach those wio areft
assembled within the caurch, or 1t w:ll bo weak
ened and deadened. Those distant noises are
lost amid tuo chanting of the hymas, with the
faithful sing 10 chorus, while waiting for thei
priest, when, by the light of lamys, he appears

n the pumt, after the invitation, ** Holy Spirit

descend upoa us.’’ Tho atsentive crowd then

take their seats. Then, they in fact appear hike
one large family, asssmbled in the mansion of
their Father; then, the word of the mumster of
tha Gospel can fall with power upon that multi-
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tence, lost much of its austerity.

as gnief.

regrets and prayers.
Fasts are frequent amcng the Jews, hut as to

served,
prostrate beforc the ark, frem morciog until
evening, without taking food. After the defeat
of the Israelites beforo Ai, the eleven tribes,
which had taken arms against that of Benjamin

seeing that they could not stard against thesoldi-
ers of their encraics, prostraied themselves™ be-

veaching.  Never did jrutine elnguence have

th~ expanzn through

1stime 18 all oternity Lok at the gallery of
ictures he pres nta,—the earth, hell, hcaven,

repentance, penmitence, mersy, vittue, death !—
What holy inspirations* 2] those of the 3ument
Plophets.—What consalamon to bestow ! all

hase of the Goepel.—The majestic power of

Jehovah, aimd te thunder and the bightning,

ictating his laws from Mount Sina ! the touch-

ing tenderness of Jesus, blessing little children !
Agar in the desort, Joseph suld by his brothers ;
Tabias accomp inying the Angel : the Maceabees

efending their country . the Divine Son of t .c

Virgin consoling the afflicted, healing tho sick,

ing hife 10 the dead, the people hstening 1o

the parables of the Saviour, and weeping at that

f the prodigal sun; sueh aro the subjects wwith

which the preacher can move the hearts of the
crowd who flock to hear hum ; and if we leave
them cold and unmoved, they must inderd be

ardened, or he must have remained poor while

surrounded by such riches.

Ash Wednesday has, like all daye of peni
In former
ays, says the historian of the Pestivals of the

Church, this day was selected 10 oxpose in pub-

¢ peritence those sinners who were to be re-

ceived and reconciled, or to partake the commu-

ion with the faithful on Kaster Sunday, the
riests, first of all, heard the'r confession, and

covered them afterwwards with a shirt of haircloth
orasack, then threw aches upon their heads,
sprinkled them wuth haly water, snd recited 1o
them, accompamed by all the clergy, the scven

enitential psalms.
On the roturn ofthe procession, they made

thom walk barefooted, then drove them from the
church with a crosier, and they were not again
receised isto it untl Holy Thursday. During
the time that they were conducling them to the

oor of the temple, todnive them from n, the
riests sang the words which God pronounced

aganst Adam and live, when he exailed them
from the terrestnial paradise.
shut against them, and the Mass of the faithful
was then commespced,

The door was then

During the whole of Lznt, in towns as well

as in the coun’ry.1a tho vast cathedrals of the

ties as 10 the humble churches of the hamlets,

the words of the Gospel coatinually ave beard ;
God haolds tus coutt of forgiving mercy, and all
thosc who stand in need of pardon, may then
present themselves.

The Caurea has assemed its world colored
rnament ., and flowers are no lon:ger seen apon

M .
.ts aitars ; vers envelope the form of Christ, and
the images of the saints; and when the evening

eninon s concluded, 1t is the holy pyx which

the priest takes from the tabernacle, wherewith
to bless the kneeling fasthigh.

‘The Misercre, the Parce Domine populo two
avetakea the placz of hyians ot joy, and the

greater pant of these Chustians who have come
to listen to the word of God, have from early
morning obeyed e of his commandments ; they
have observed the part ordered by the Church ;
uotii nuon, they have talea no deseription of
fuod. and unless they hLave given almsto the
pooz, to enttle them to 2 dispepsation, tiey must
abstan {rom meat Joring the wholo of the forty
days of pesateuce , and 1t i3 only in the evening,
longz after the san has set, that they may sgeat
themschves and partake of a frugal collation.
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The ong:n of Fasting goes back to a2 very

remote age, fastin: s of alwtost 28 ancient date

Abraban, weepag fur Saralr, Jacob,
veepiny tor Jusepa, minzled fustiag wah their
Siuce the timie of Moses,

he Fasts which are now read in their Calendar,
ey are posterior o the Jaw.  The legislator of
he Ilebrews does not in his books order any

prrucular Fast, oscepting the Yast of Solemn
Lamation, which is strictly and gencrally ob-

Joshua and the elders of Israel remzined

fore the ark, and remained there withoat eating
until Lighifall, David fasted duriog the iliness

of the first bornsen he had by DBathsheba, the
wife of Unah. In all countries men an thee
days of trouble and terror and grief havc felt the
necossity of imposing upon themselves prisations,
in ¢rder to avert the scourges or the sorrows by
which they were threatened to be overwhelmed ,
and for long ages past, 1 order to arrest mise
fortune, man has raised tus suppheating voice to
God, and has placed hus tears and the pleasures
he has sacnificcd betveon lameedf and the a lver-
sutes which threatened hun.

Lent 18 a commomoration of the fasting of vur
Lord, whea he remainod in the desert for forty
days and mghts. Ife, who hid never snned,
had no  :acon ta perform penance; buthe had
como to teach men to mortify their passions, and

18 was his will that cach set of lus hife should be .

to them a model, anexamnle forthem to imitate.
Therefore sohitudu, retirement, stlence, and the
throwiag sside of worldly affurs, temperance
and sobriety, were good things to teach manhind.
Awndd tho noise, the turmonl, the agitatious of
society, there 1s but htile room for grave and
pious thoughts ; the 1nspirations which eclevate
the soul come not from the public squares  Ehjah
was 1t the desert wheu the Spint of the Lord
caused hum to ascend the chariot of fire, So-
litude and silenco do not resemble death—n them
there isa wholo hife for the mind. It might be
thought that God has permitted angels 1o rémain
in the desert to communo with the saiata who

reutre thero to seek repose.

When from tho public walks of our citios we
garo upon the vault of heaven, sparkling with in-
numerable stars; when we enjoy the calmness
which night and sleep have cast upon the busy
haunls of man, onr sou) feels itself already un-
fetteredifrom many of those bonds which attach it
to the wnterest of the world. In the desert that
seeling is much stronger, and the wings which
raise us towards heaven, there spread themselves
more freely. There if you hearsome murmuring
noises, it is the wind moaning 1hrough the trees
~it is 2 torrent which 1s roaring i~ the distance ;
these noisgs are far more soul inspiring than the
measured steps of the patrole taking its nightly
rounds, or the obscene songs of drunkards expel-
led from some law taverns.

The soft and plaintive sound praceeding from
the waving soand of the palm tree or the cedar,
seem to you like the voices of friends whom you
have Jost, and who bewail your fate because your
soul has not yet joined theirs.  ‘The noise of the
torrent which vou hear remiads you of the stormy
scenes of life ; yo v davs are 1s the waves, they
pass on hurtiedly and can never return,

This truce which ie ordained during Lent ~
this alienation from the business and pleasures of
life—1this absence from festive meetings, is, there-
fore, good and salutary. Men hising in the world,
we all know the alluring attractions of the sea-
sons of banquets and of balls; but 1t is with sin-
cerity we now ask : Is it around the festive table
—is it amid the throng of an assembly, that great
thrughts flash upon our minds? No, we must
give 0 every thing its due.  The noisy tumult
of the world, which is not without its charm, has
a stunning effect upon the senses, and socmetimes
occasions us, momentazily, 1o furget our sorrows
Retirement bestows pease and holy enthasiasin ;
the one intoxicates, the other exalts.

In order to reach the great weak, that week of
suffering to the Son of Ged, Lent 1s a holy pre-
parati>a.  Toa celebrate Easter duly, we should
be puare ; we shorld put cn our sandals, and take
our pilgrim’s staff ; we should be prepared fur
our long journey. The instruction we receive
during the forty days, teaches us that Jeath de~
lights in surprising men in the midst of gay fes-
wities ; and that he takes pleasure in cowny
like a thief in the night, to strike the heads that
are crowned with diamonds and with flowers.

Religion incessantly cries out to us—* fn or-
der to keep Eastor as it should be kept, you must
not sit down quietly ; you must be watchful, and
break off from those pleasures whith enervate
and delay yoa. Tho Christian is 2 travciler ;
the earth is not his resting place ; he shoald con-
sider it but as a hostelry, which he leaves after
having sleptin it, oras a tent which he has
planted on the road side, and which ho fulds ap
and carries off whea the night is spent. We
must not praise before we have reached the habita;
tionof our father. And tho habitation of our fa-
ther * in heaven ! Avd this is s2id, is repeated
every morning and evening to Christians "who
come to meditate, to recruit their strength, and
to obtain repose within our churches during the
forty days of fasting, of prayer, and meditation.

12 ealled ratonalism, succeeded i sivn 210 sacy-
.y those manners whi hit has dreamed of 10 51«
vissionary ideas of peife cialulity and progress,
ho wha'e year wonl be somlar, and would pos-
sessnane of those varcd aspeets vhich rehigien
has guven to i, every mouth, eveey day would
be i.ke the preceding one ; there would e no
festival of holy 2Vwdatse. o inoutetul solemni.
tes © The year from e commencement to the
end, woihl be hike a flac and moaotonous country,
without effects of either hipht or shade.

Religion ¢ a better app coiate that which ;s
beftting for mankind.  * e koows that to our
higtt .nd inconstant nature, diversity is neecsary,
and has accordingly bestre ved it over tho Chrrs-

3

“han year.

In former davs, nctuag could be mare strihing

i Cadoliz countries, than the advent of Lent
after the Secies of joross festivals of Ciristmas
Nuw Year's day, Twelfh night, and Candlemas.
On Ash Wedacsday, sucicty at onco assumed a
widely different aspeet , in the towns thera was
w0 lo.ger the same nowes, the erowd bhore a
totaily Jifterent appearance; there were no moun-

tebanks or jugglers 1o tho streeis, but in thege
stead, congregations of penitents and pilgriins.—
‘The gay songs were hushed, nor as there my |
dancing in the evening ; but piogs hymus were
sung befura the statuts of the Virgin, or tho ty.
telar saint of the patish. TIa the houses no joyous
feasts, bat repasts which from sheic frugality
called to mind the love-feasts of the primitive
Christians—and therefore was there among the
fervently ‘aithful tho most eager impatience for
the arrival of that magnificent Faster day, when
all shonld again sing Hallelujah ! Then, that
sweet hilarity, the daughter of innocenco and
peace returned 10 the Jawn and fields, to the pres-
byteries, and to the mansions, and our forefathors
who had fasted wit™ <ubmissiveness, broke their
fast with gladness.
——— e
RELIGION IN PARIS.

In rezard to religion itself, one of the mast
striking features of this Revoletion is the univers
sal respect shown to the Churches and 1o the
Priests whilst the ‘afuriated mob ransacked the
‘Tuileries, 2 few persons managed 10 secare the
Crucifix and the Hosts in the chapel. A youth
bearingdhe polytechnical uniform tonk the latter
in his hands, whilst the former was borue by
another person, 'nd the multitnde accompanied
both barcheaded and in a sort of procession to

the neighbouring parish Church. At the houco
of the Jesuits, yea, atthe house of the Jesuits,
the prople after visiting the ectablishment came
to the chapel, where their leader tade them to
respect the sanctity of the place and 1o kneel
dowq before God.  And the people kaelt down,
and after adoring their God, they cameo out in
peace. This, I have from the Jesuit who ace

companied him. The Abbe Desgenettes was
begged, hrough the intermedium of his now
revolutionary mayor, to reopen his Chureh, n
thing which he had done as early as Friday last,
and as the venerable Cure passed along through
files of armed mdn in order 1~ ay avisit 1o the
new mayor, they spoatancously opened to mako
room for kim, and he was greeted with many a
friendly salutation. This, also, 1 have from
himself. Priests passed and repasse d through the
barricades in their sacerdotal dress, and sume
were openly cheered by ihe people, wkilst more
encountered o insult. 1 shoul? never end wepe
I to produce the numerous examples of respect
shown to the religions establishments and per-
sons.

Ifyou add to this that the Christian Brothers
are now agam seen 1a the stizets at the head of
their schoals ; that Nuns and Sisters of Charity

do not fear 1o go aboot upoen their usual dutics,
you will acknowledge that never wasa more

extraordinary revolution accomplished 10 so
shorta wune.— Correspondent of the Toblel.
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Died.

Aprd §—Marw Ann, daughtor of Patrick and
Mary Vaughan, nauve of Cork, lrelard, aged 6
years. G—1William Cashen, Privato of23d regt,
native of Ireland, ¢zed 34 yoars. 7—DBridget,
daughter of Mr & Mrs Walsh, aged 25 vears,—
11—Thomas, infant son of Thos & Ellen Gor-
mon, aged 12 months and 15 days ; Thos Gilj,
native of Galway, Ircland, aged 42 years ; Wil.
liam Burns, natve of Halifax, aged 24 years,
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