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THE CHILDREN'S PRESBYTERIAN,

as o fish drow tho ship over tho waters,
and killed the demon, and zaved tho holy
books, His sccond iucarnation was &
turtle, to mako tho drink of immortality.
The third was in tho form of a boar; the

forth was in o Man-Lion; the fifth in tho

form oi a Dwarf,  He then sppears as
Krishno and Puddba,  Tho tenth i3 yob
to be knova,: '
Idolatry isuniversal ameng the Hindas,
and every month bns its speeial worahip.
April, Octobor, and January aro the most
ecored.  Singors go from houso to house,
chonting hymag to tho gods.  The girls
buy rvice and flowers, with which they
worahip littlo ponds of water dedicated
to Siva, - Then thoy worship the' Cow,
pouring water on her fcet, and putting
oil on her forehead. Sometimes they
meke o vow to feed some Brahmin well,
for & month, They bathe their idols with
pious care every day, and offor thom feod.
y has some roligious coremonies pe-
culioy to itslf, The month of Junois
dovoted to the worship of Juggernaut,
which mezns the Lord of the Universe.
July is colebiated for the famous cere-
mony of moving the car of Juggernaut.
Thess cars ere in the form of a pyrhmid,
built several storica high, somotimes they

tre fifty feot high.
The month of August is ¢elebrated for
tho nativity of Krishna; whose birth re-

tembles the Gospel in this, that the Ty-
rant whoin ho came to deatroy, gought to
kill him, but a heavenly voite told the
father to fiy with the child acroes the
Jumna; the tyrant, like Herod killed the
infants in the villaga,

‘In this month also is a feast upon which
no fire must be kindled or food cooked;
and on which tho cactus tree, and sor-
peants ars wors’nipgcd.

In September' the worship of Doov,
wrife of Niva is held. A Brahmin sits be-
fare the image, with flowers, holy weter,
ead incense. H sings or chants hymns
in honour of the goddess. Trays laden
with rice, fruit and ot™er kinds of food
&ro-pear the imane, or given to tho Brah-
zin, Cocte and sheep are then sacrific-
cd €0 pa idol on an altar in the yord of

he house, YWhen the head of the victim
alls, the people allshous, Victory o
Theo, Oht mother. p>-ore waved
hofore the Ydol, and the Brohmin rexds
g&ﬁ;,ctbmg from tho Sacred Booke, Then
follows o dinner to which the poor znd
Jowr caste people ave invited,
Qctober, November - and - December
- there arg fewor ceremonics.  In Jon;
a good deal of yeligions bathing is dona.
This month the Brahmin's go from honse
to houee, reading and expounding the g2~

cred books.  Krishna is worshipp'c%ﬁg
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The month of March is devoted toascotic
oxaroises, egpecinlly to tho one of swing-
ing suspended by hooks. On tkeday be-
foro, the swingiag men thrust irun or bans-
boo sticks through sheir arms or tongues,
On the noxt dey thoy murch inprocession
to the swingnstree, whore they are sus-
pended by Looks. and whirlad round the
trce, four or five times.

Some very religious people will havoa
Brohmin come in the morning to wake
ug the idols, wash and dress them, and
offer them food.

In Trinided, often the old people con-
nut carry out &ll the worship that they

, once di({ in Iodie; the grand tomples, tha

wenalth, and loisure of tho high caste
closses grouceded, to havs it just asit
is in India. It is touching, somotimes.to
tco old Hindus, trying to go on yrith
their own ercnomies, 50 well remembor-
ed, this life in o strangs land, so wnlike
their own wonderful Indis.

Many of the young Hindus grow up
caroless, and ara inditferent to o.ng relig-
ion. I have sometimes stood und wwon-
dered how a peoplo, with such bright
Jkeen minds can worship such senseless,
horrid idols. Men who can readily speak -
8ix or seven languages, wio are gquelified
by education, and mental ability. to oc-
cupy offices of importange, 23 Judges,
Lawyers, Inspeotor of police, and many
other situations of respect and responn-
oility, can believe in, and worship such
things, as the sacred books, and horvid
idols of the Hindus; it iy almost too much
forhuman eredench; but it a sad, stern fact

_that raillions of Hindus do helieve thesa

doctrines, ‘and worship such idols.

Their religion and their caste have
kept them back, in ‘the race of progress,
They have no religion to unite theni in
the bonds of brethorhood.  Their God's
ang their religion have encouraged lecu-
tiousness, -greed, cruelty, and-suprome
gelfishness,  Thoy have nd trust or codfi-
dence in cach other, and we see that
mers hendful of white people vau vontrol,
and govern the veat populetion of India.
Christanity c2n lead thove people 1o an
infnite Friend, a porfect Féthar ando di-
vine Providencs,: and g0 make perrible
for them & new ‘progess, and ‘give to
that antient sud hishly endowed roes,
another chance in. hittory. - -

The lf\:Im deo-mind iz wingularly pians,
and sinculecly immoral. © Whot they
want is evidertly soral power, for ticy
have all intellectunl ability. The ofam-
Anste quality which hesmade them glnves
for Tyrants for two thousand yeors, will



