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gcodl things provided for hlm, wIll bea
nmore contented and hîtppler man , and
liruiably mriu-LU aast

NO USE FOR THE 00OHUEROIAL IN-
TgRESTS,

The Commercial lias had considerable
to say regarding the proposed chiangc,
la tie grain grades. Our crîticisms oî. te
action of the Iland revenue depart-
ment ln titis maLter, partlculariy ln
our Issue of October il, have been con-
sidered by somne as rather harsh. Sub-
sequent events, however, have proved
that the criticisms of the Commercial
were quite moderate, ln view of the ex-
traordinary action of the department
la thls matter. lndeed, the action of the
departmoat la simply Incumprehlensible.
This whoie question coacerning the Mlan-
Itoba wvheat grades bas been handled by
thu departntea. it ri.a:zîoat p-.uÀÀAar mani-
ner. The department has treated the
vasi, irmltterela AnLîfîBla çatih
complete disregard, if îlot vith abevuu
coritempt. In taLt. %,t magli. sa>, wit
out exaggeratlon, that the pilcy florc
by the department bas Lieuit irie of.4tudid
Insolence toivard the commercial inter-
esa connectcd %%lth the grain tracte.

Prominent membiters ut Laie neîv Fttderal
goveraiment, intluding the premier hlm-
self, have assured the people of Canada
that the varlous commercial latrests ut
the rountry_ wouid be fairiy tr'eated and
wouid recehe e,ýery consideratua. No
changes a«ec:ting the commrerial lait 0 t
ests, tee %acre toid, %*uwd lie iutruducctd
untit thoSe Interestvd %1ouud hae buri
conferred wlth. Tbta gratin trace ls a
cçmmrLial Inter est ut the é;îeattSt mag
nitude te Western CJanadja, yet the ln-
teripr dtpartment .sudduiiiy annources
a sortes of changes la the rugulations
gGverning the insDeution ut grain, a tht-
ouit eea coasldering, mu-ch iess -usailt-
lng, with the commercial lntercsts In-
volved. The department bias even gono
further than this. Tho mînister eten z-e-
fused te discuss the question wvith an
accredlted representative sent ta -.')fer
with hlm, by those who are su deepiy
Intrested la the matter. Such arrogant
treatment of a commercial question or.
such far-reachng. imnort.tta..e lias not
been witwtssed ln Canada for many a
day. This ls the more strange as the
head of the departmeat, Sir Henri Jolly,
has always been representedl t0 the peo-
ple of Canada as a man possessed 0t a
keen sense of justice, who wouid treat
ail matters la a moderato and Impartial
mariner.

The strength of a chala. It is somc-
tîmes saîd, ls measured by Its weakest
link. Perhaps. iL would not be a fair
comparlson to say that the strength
of a governmeat ttould be mc-asurt.d by
lis weakest departiment, but the compari-
son la flot altugether out ut Iilace. C..r
talnly the %tteakntcss uf an> siat.gle a,
partment %,Ill refiett upun the guvera-
ment as a abi.Tht q,,, 1.lLt:-

Ilet-es that the new Fede.a! guyernmvnt
la anxious ta promnute the NLIfare of th.'
commercial and ladlustrial Intresta of
eanada. But If each department wcre
to t.opL a liuiic-y turtard the comffintlt.A-al
Interests sirr,îlar tu that f.là.tcd bjý the
interiur duliat tritïçî fl dca.a, ,t .lia
commercial aide of the grain question,
thc whule country nould souri be tbroten
lato a state of confusion.

We say "commercial aide of the grain
,question"» advisedly, for the mattera

mbitcli the department have been dealing
Nith aro purciy commercial la thlr na-
tuf Tht- ixALte t ut il,, agiitultutai Itts5
la thlsa question Is alinost entirely of a
sentimental nature. IL is truc grain
questionls hae bitta fat orîto themnes for
deniagugute3 andi profcaslon.cl agltatts
to prate upon. They have afforded scolie
for desigàa'ag persans to puait themacîlves
ta the front as champions of the righits
of the farmer. Ia order ta gain sorie
notorlety It was first necessary ta create
a grlevance, and secondly to champion
thc cause of tho aggricved. Questionb
connected tvith grain matters have been
handied la tbis way la Manitoba to aJ
considerable extent, andi sortie unneces-L
sary diacontent bas accordingiy been
worlced up among the farmers. The
agricultural class, as a whle. bawver,
acere appartântly contendei %%ith tho
grain grades, and there was no appas-
eut desire for a change at the lime
th(, departmneat sprur.E tht- Lhang--s up
on the trade

tîme distiss the question ut the çhangt-s
Ir. fls groin graiJ s ul.- ri Is n.. rti- TIti
has alr-adje bt-en f ulIy dis. usst-d Il la
sufficient t., say that the changes teould
hae proed moal damaglng to thet- rade.
nutly u n accuuia -if their nature, Lut
alsu unt at. ufit ut the ttrrvasunable Liite
at ahIh thej, tre annuunted. The
rrust Inalilruprlate tIme la ail the year
was selecteti to announco bhe changes.
A more uni easonable thing coula nuL %dIl
Le lmagîriod than this propusai te change
the grain grades rlght ln the nmiddle ut
the rush uf a ne%%, .rop la marktt ana
a lth the -lttal.o alrî aJý roilda *t
wvheat-

The- rpasons gît tai tý the miaister r.-r
anaouncing changes la the grades do not
ajç,far t., 1-i suh as shuuld Lae la
Ilutaceti the department tu Laite suéh ttc-
bîcai. and ccrtalnly flot withu fIrat con-
sulting %, 11h tht. trade It %a.as the buai
nesa of the de-artment ta Inquire fully
into the malter andi not accept the rep.
resealations of ti o or tbree memblers
of Pariament. These members of Parlia-
nient at beat representeti oniy P. sectional
Intrest. IL wvas the duty of the depart-
ment ta stand between the- variotzs ln-
tereats Iavolved, and ace that ail %vzre
deait wllh fairly and reasonably. But la-
steati of doing this the departmeab ac-
cepta tbe vlews of those who at best have
only a sentimental Interest la the matter,
wlthout even considerlng the actual and
practîcal Interest. Here la a purely com-
mercial question, affecting an Interest
representing a. business of over $10,OO0,000
annually, passed upon by tbe department
wetnout the sllghtest reference to, and
.a may say a 11h the coolest contempt
for the vast actuai Interest Involveti. The
repirt of Secretary Bell, of the Winnipeg
board nf trade, whirh was pulilish-'d ln
The Commercial last ttceki, shows chat
the departmrt atti(r v.nsidtred th-
co..mmercil lterest la annnuriig
changes ln the- whbtat grades, tbe action
belag takiea suItl4 un the- aileged grnunôr
that bbe farmers desired tbe changes,
tbough, a-4 %vû have alrt-ady qtateti, there,
lS no pr-suf tu shou that the farrners
%,ated these changes. But een If the
tfarmers had i t-en agltating strçongly for
thes changes, a i-easonable regard for

prompted the deparîment to coasult
alLIh the trade bif-.re ana.uncing th-.
changes.

The action of bbe laterlur departaneat
in thîs matter la certalnly worthy ut

quite as shiarp crilim as the Commer-
cial bias applied tu the case, the prlici-
plue At,', ol'd in fliouitg ui, te liuli.. ..

adopted by tho department being ac
vu to cail forth the strongest condom-
rnatiun. Ia fait, tho jîruîtustd s.hanges
la thec gradeus ar-e uf lt-ss lipuztance in
themnseives thrait tho prineiplo Involveti
la the action of the department ln Ig-
noriaîg the commercial Interest, toàether
wiLh te unreasonabie prol-osition to
milie changes of any kinti Ir. the rld-4le
ot-the-serizon.

LATEST RELIÙARUNL JHE GRAIN
* STANDlARDS

The resolubion pased by the standards
board,% ahîit met la Winnipeg un Wednes -
day an opposition Lu te changes ln the
,Manitoba tvbeat grades, tvas at once
wired to Ottawa. Laber a reply came
£tutti t ttaa tu Lit%: efbe.t Littai. tht- de-
pertinent %,outi att upon the resolutuit

at',ot % aUl %NtlAdiat,% Lie iCa Adtîtg 11.,
n',' gradîng aouild h&ase gorie litto effeetL

t baturda.) * t.L. . L'ut Lil, .. tA n

ofthei standards huoard gave tht- depai t
irtunt a luouphoie thruugh %ahich tu es-
capo the cunaequenc of Its hasty andi
unreasunablo ac-tion. Ail s %1. ci hat end.i
aeLi, they say. and çvitl ail duls fusa
over the standards there %%,Ill be no
changes af cor ail. The uncertainty, hu%%-
ever, bias heen a cause of much ana» ?-
ance te, the crade andi bas 1pt-tenteti ezc-
porters a Luni duing business. Rtegaidtztg
scuured %aheat, isptctors %wili Lie la
stu udt-a nul Lu admtit scourt% grain Ilit.
the grades ut 1týu. .1 antd Nu. 2 haiti auti
No. 1 Northern, as requested by the-
standards hiuard.

There a a disposition Ia some quarteraj
Lu iame tie ',u, tetrn là.ettbc-A5 uf rat
uiment for a.il the trouble about teu
grain standards. These mten, ultduubit
vdiy made a great mistake in meddiirt&i
witb a matter which tbey dii neot undter-
stand, teben they undertook tb preas the
deparcment tu change the Mancitoba
wheat grades. They tvere, however,, act-
lng as they supposeti, la the Intereat of
tho farmera. T.iey maode the mistalie or
tblnkiag that the dozen or sa members
of the F'arinera' Institute who' asiceti for
the changes,represented te general feeling
amoag tbe farmera. The action of thus..
We-stern members, bon-ever, dues nuL re-
Ilevo the departmeat la the least. Tar
department la wboliy and entirely re-
apotiîbie for the muddie. Il was the
duty of the departmcnt to lnqu"ýe Int
te mabter, rather thon accept any one-

sideti represenlations. Insteati of dolng
chia the departmnent evea retuseti to lis-
cen te represencatlas frutt the comme r
cial Interest, anid that ln a malter whicli
la a commercial question prIncipaliy.

Tii, standards buard alsu passed th
folioteing resoitution:

That titis bouard r equust te Dumtrtluat
guveraxacat tu establo'h a cutriuîtlssti.
tu Inquire Inb thc vvloie Inspection sys-
cemt and practiue. Its dîfferent lîeeî.
fat mers, dealers and mllers bu be rep-
itsented equall3' un commissiun. thi.is
shail make suth recommendabluns tu ch.,
government for any changes an the lit-
sI.1eutton systemn as they mnay deum accesa
sary. This board aisu urges tiAat ti..
abiute Lufftitlestun allait bu al,litted
an eariy date."'

The Batik of Eagiand has advanced ii-
rates of dLscoxnt front ',o 4 par cent


