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geod things provided for him, will Le a
more contented and happier man, and
prolably more ptu-uituus as well,

N0 USK FOR THE OOMHMEROIAL IN-
TERESTS.

The Commercial has had conslderable
to say regarding the proposed changes
in the grain grades. Our criticisms od the
action of the inland revenue depart-
ment In this matter, particularly In
our issue of October §, have been con-
gidered by some as rather harsh. Sub-
sequent events, however, have proved
that the criticisms of the Commercial
were guite moderate, In view of the ex-
traordinary action of the department
in this matter. Indeed, the actiun of the
department {3 simply Incomprehensible.
This whole question concerning the Man-
itoba wheat grades has been handled by
the depastment i & st pucuilar man-
ner. The department has treated the
vast comimercial interesis Insuvived wnath
complete disregeard, 1if not with absviute
contempt. in fact, we mught say, with
out exaggeration, that the puilcy £ lluwed
by the department has been sne of studled
insolence toward the cummercial inter-
ests connected with the grain trade.

Prominent members of tne new Federal
government, including the premler him-
self, have assured the peopte of Canada
that the various cummercial intrests ot
the country would be fairly treated and
would recejve every counsiderativn. No
changes affecting the cummerdclal intet-
ests, we were tuid, wouid be 1atrvduced
untit thuse interested would have been
conterred with. The grain trade is a
commruial interest of the gicatest mag:
nitude to Western Canada, yet the In-
teripr department .suddeniy announces
a serles of changes in the regulations
governing the inspection of grain, with-
out even constdering, much less consult-
ing, with the commercial Interests in-
volved. The department has even gone
turther than this. The minister even re-
fused to discuss the question with an
accredited representative sent to confer
twith him, by those who are so deeply
intrested in the matter. Such arrogant

treatment .of a commercial question of.

such far-reaching: imvoortan.ce has not
been witnessed In Canada for many a
day. This :3 the more strange as the
head of the department, Sir Henrl Jolly,
has always been represented to the peo-
ple of Canada a8 a man posgsessed of a
keen sense of justice, who would treat
all matters in & mocerate and Impartial
manner.

The strength of a chain, it is some-
times sald, is measured Ly its weakest
link. Perhaps, it would not be a falr
comparison to say that the strength
of a government would be measured by
its weakest department, but the compari-
son is not altugether vut of place. Cor-
tainly the weakness of any siugle de
partment will reflect upun the guvern-
ment as a whole. The Cuinne tvial  be-
lteves that the new Fede.ai! government
{3 anxlous to promoute the wclfare of the
commercial and industrial intrests of
Canada. But if each department were
to avopt & pulicy toward the commercial
interests stmilar to that folivwed by the
intenior depattment s deasing wilh Lhe
commercial side of the grain question,
the whole country would soun be thrown
into o state of confusion.

We say *“commercial side of the grain
Question” advisedly, for the matters

which the department have been dealing
with are purely commercial in thelr na-
tur  The wutrest of the agricultutal Jass
in this’ question is almost entirely of a
sentimental nature. It is true grain
questions have buen favurite themes for
demagugues and professivnal aglitaturs
to prate upon. They have afforded scope
for designring persons to push themselves
to the front as champions of the rights
of the farmer. In order to gam some
notorlety It was first necessary to create
a grlevance, and secondly to champlon
the cause of tho aggrileved. Questions
connected with grain matters have been
handled in this way in Manitoba to a*
considerable extent, and some unneces-
sary discontent has accordingly been
worked up among the farmers. The
agricultural class, as a whole, however,
were apparently contended with the
grain grades, and there was no appar-
ent desire for a change at the time
the department sprun® the changes up
on the trade

Th e tal w1 ot agaly at thYs
time djscuss the questivn of the changes
i the grain grades up  n 1ts merits This
has already been fully discussed It is
sufficlent to say that the changes would
have proved most damaging to the trade.
nout unly un accuunt of thelr nature, bLut
alsv on account of the unreasvnable tlime
at whith they were announced. The
most lnappropriate time In all the year
was selected to announce the changes.
A more unleasvnable thing could not well
bLe Imagined than this propusal to change
the graln grades right In the middle .f
the rush of a new (rop to markct and
with the ¢levators already crowded with
wheat.

The reasons gliven ty the minister for
announcing changes in the grades do not
aprear to te su.h as should have in
fluenced the department to take such ac-
tion, and certainly not without first con-
sulting with the trade 1t was the busi
ness of the demartment to inquire fully
into the matter and not accept the rep-
resentations of two or three membters
of Parllament. These members of Parlia-
ment at best represented only & sectional
intrest. It was the duty of the depart-
ment to stand between the various In-
terests involved, and see that all wore
dealt with fairly and reasonably. But in-
stead of doing this the department ac-
cepts the views of those who at best have
only a sentimental interest in the matter,
without even considering the actual ana
practical interest. Here is a purely com-
merclal question, affecting an Interest
representing a. business of over $10,000,000
annually, passed upon by the department
witaout the slightest reference to, and
we may say with the coolest contempt
for the vast actual interest involved. The
repsrt of Secretary Bell, of the Winnipeg
hoard of trade, whirh xwas published in
The Commercial last wecek, shows that
the department nevir onsidered th-
cummerclal interest in annomuncing
changes in the wheat grades, the actlon
bLeing taken sulely on the alleged grouna
that the farmers desired the changes,
though, as we have already stated, there
is no proof to show that the farmers
wanted these changes. But even i{f the
rarmers had bLeen agitating strongly for
thes changes, a icasonable regard for
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the uther Intoresis ro1ned vouty hav
prompted the department to consult
with the trade wifure ann-uncing the
changes.

The action of the interior department

quite as sharp criticfsm as the Commer-
clal has applied to the case, the princl-
Plo ivolved 1o folluwing vut the policy
adopted by the department being such
28 to call forth the strongest condem-
natiun. In fadt, the propused dchanges
In the grades are of less impottance In
themselves than tho principle involved
in the action of the department in ig-
noring the commercial Interest, together
with the wunreasonable proyositlon to
make changes of any kind . the middile
of—~the—season.

/BATEST REGARDING THE GRAIN
———  STANDARDS

The resolution pased by the standards
buard, which met in Winnipeg un Wednes-
day in vppusitivn to the changes in the
Manitoba wheat grades, was at once
wired to Ottawa. Later & reply came
[tutn LUavwa o the eftect that the de-
partment would act upon the resolut.ou
afid would withidiaw the new gltading The
new grading would have goue futou effect
oy daturday, Ul <4, bul the awu.n
of the standards board gave the depatt
ment a luophole through which tu es-
capo the cunsequence of its hasty and
unreasvnable action. Ails wetl that ends
swell, they say. and with all this fuss
over the standards there will be no
changes after ail. The uncertalnty, huw-
ever, has been a cause of much anngy-
ance to the trade and has prevented ex-
purters frum dulng business., Regatding
scoured wheat, Insprclors will be in-
structed nut o admit scouted gratn into
the grades of No. 1 and Nu. 2 hatd aud
No. 1 Northern, as requested by the
standards buard.

There 18 a dispusitivn In sume quartets
W biame the Western ueibets of Fat
nament fur alt the trouble abuut the
grain standards. These men, undoubt
edly made a great mistake 1n meddiing
with a matter which they did not under-
stand, when they undertook to press the
department to cJhange the Manitoba
wheat grades. They were, however, act-
ing as they supposed, in the interest of
the farmers. T.ey made the mistake of
thinking that the dozen or so members
of the Farmers' Institute who asked for
the changes,represented the general feeling
among the farmers. The action of thuse
Western members, however, does not re-
Heve the department in the least. Tne
department is wholly and entirely re-
sponsible for the muddle. It was the
duty of the department to inquive into
the matter, rather than accept any one-
sided representations. Instead of doing
this the department even refused to lis-
ten to representatiuns frum the commer-
cial Interest, and that in a matter which
is a commercial question principally.

The standards buvard alsv passed th
following resotution:

That this buard request the Dominlon
government tv establish a coutninissioin
tv inquire into the whole Inspection sys-
tem and practice, its different Interesis,
facmers, dealers and millers to be rep-
1esented equally  on commisston, vhick
shall make such recommendativns tv th.
government for any changes in the in-
suecuon system as they may deem neces
sary. This buvard alsv urges that ti.
abuve cummlssion shail be appuifited .
an early date.”

The Bank of England has advanced its

in this matter is certainly worthy of

rates of discount from 8 {o 4 por coat.



