
veuueea's comme8rcial and Econo-
1111 Ocll0iti9ls.

Trhe speuial co' respondont of tho Londonr
Tinios at Carrcrq. wvritinig on Do)eomber 21,
mid: ~commrercial iliterests iii Venezuecla

are suffering froni thé by ne means amnaim-
mon, but none tire lés inpléasant, expérience
of roaction after a period o! undué inflation,
thiq latter rêe; limg fromt large arnounts of
foreigu capitat beurg drau-li into theé courntry
for trac conqLrrrctien of railwvays amîd other
public %vork-r, thé bait lréld eut wvas thé oee
%vélI-known te Earopéan iruvesters-a govern-
niont guaaritoéa o! a certain rate of interest,
in thtis case 7 per cent. boing agrced upen.
Trhe total. value of thé capital su oîatainoit and
invcsted lu Venezuela doring thé ceveir
yéars fromt 1883 te 189)1 is stated tu exceed

t[1,000,000 sterling.
-Commercial busine.s s, la, oever, on a

fairiy gound footing ie Venezuela. The cur-
rency is on a souffdbasis, gold coin bain& théû
standlard cf thé country, and thé two princi-
pal banka being niannged ori sound business
linos, and are iii a perfectly solvent con-
dition. Thé vory hig-h rate cf intercat
undoubtédly checks tho progrosa et thé coun-
try, and thé only plausible explarration la thé
constant fecar cf révolution and thé wamrt of
confidence in thé administration.

IlAs regards thé tradé of Venezuela with
thé outsido worlcl, thé valué cf Eriglish goods
is greator than that front auy othér country.
Nextconies that ef thé United Statesq, -therî
G'jmmrtarry, France and Spain ln thé ordér
âamed. Engiand suppliés coltons, woolans
and général mérchandlze; thé United States
breadatuiffs, oua. and poion; Germauy
culémy and général méchniso; Franco
silks and faucy goods, Spain and Cuba winos
and tobacco. As traders throrrghout Vene-
zuela, thé (lérmans are certainly first in
importance ani anumbers.

*Thé value cf thé produce exported shows
thé balance of tradé te hé slightIy la favor of
Venezuela. Thé following is an approxi mate
list of thé experts in 1891 and values at thé
port of shipmént:

Produzt. Amorint. VaIne,
Coffoo, tons......16,000 £8.680,000
Cocon, tons ......... 7,000 60,000
Hides, tons ....... 170,000 90,000
Gold, ounoas ....... 50,000 180,000
Othor products ..... ........ 100000)

Total .... ............ £1,l10,000
"Thé econirni condition of Venezuela la

lma happy titan thé commercial. Men with
ne knowlédgé cf govermmét ohIala control
of aIl political offices, and thé country suifera
front their ignorance and propensity te rnaké
use of pou-or for tiroir persenat aâvantage.
Thé botter classof Vouezuolans hold alec! fromn
political life, asserting that ta enter polies
at once throws upon thera thé suspicioft cf
doubtful moralîty, and posibly desérvé thé
reproof admînistered by Plate when hé says
that thé fate of people who refusé te take part
lu thé govoraniont cf their conntry la te hé
govcrned by worgé mon than theinselves.

IlIn 188t thé, population cf Venezuela was
stated te ho 2,075,245; ln 1891. 2,323,527, cf
whem 826,000 avare cf pure Indian blood;
these Indians again weré classifimd as 6C),000
indopendont, 20,000 conquéred and 240,000
civilized. In thé principal citles and tewns
soe attempt is made te educate thé pooror
ulassés, but tbis la only supported by thé
authoritiés in a most hialf-hearted niaDnr.
lu thé counîtry districts thé educational ques-
tionise ntirely neglected. Evori amengat thé
Venozuelans who havé beoru educatéd ia
Europe thera is ne ides. of thé necessity for
the éducation ot thé péasaut classes.

IlAnother fact rnilitating against rapid
conomie dévelcpmont in Venezuela ia thé
gregaricous nature ef the Venezuélans. Their
habit is te flook itl thé cities and towns

rathor thair te devote thénsélvea te lin' cuiti-
vatien ef cofYee or cocée o4tates or agrictil-
tural pursutits. Lité in tiré citie lia, teo s me
éxtent, asldod a surfacé voircer te tir aw
material. but littlo boyorrd tis. Amieng thé
Vonezuelaus 1 do net flnd that steadfastnesa3
of pt rpnsé whioh is su marked a fcature with
thé Clrilians, nor ia thora that polirrh o! rnan-
ner se froquontly met with Li Argoutina.
As t,) thé posibrhity of Venezuela iu thé fut-ire
producing mon capabe o! admainiarering tiré
afTaits ef thé country in air olfactive aurd
qtmong mauueci, 1 cau omîly quote the opinion
of a woll-inforînod Nonm'znélnu ou thé matter.
His ivords iveré: a'Venezuela mnuaI comne
under thé inmédiate influence et thé United
States or sema othér streng nation, for thé
réason tIrat ne satisfactory admnista'rationî
wvill hé obtaitréd by herasol!. 1 havé watchod
govorrumeut aflter govérnment for forty years
past. anrd thé clasa o! moér you seo nt tIré hoad
cf affaira rmcw la typical o! wlîat hms gene hé-
foré and what mnay hé éxpecto.i iii thé
future.'

ICoffée la thé main stapleocf Vénczîoilan
weaith, but manuy draw-backs exist te doter
Enropéans front émbarlsing lu th(, enterprisé.
A rrvolution breaks eut, and maie laborers
are requisitionéd te serve as tsoldiérs ou crie
eidé or thé othér.

"lAil thoeé dangers are equalîy preseut tu
thé grewth of cocs. and, indeed, te auy uinder-
taking necessitatimrg thé empîcyment cf large
numboers cf laborers. Thé sugar industry
ouiy survives in Venezuela ewing te thé fact
that thé importation o! foreiga sugars las abso-
lutaly prehibited. Thé restalt cf thé extremo
form e! protection es that a pound cf coarsé
brown sugar coats from 8d, te 10d. Of oathér
baranchés cf agriculture thé most important are
thé cuitivalion e! Indian cerni, L!.arrs, and thé
ordinary tropical fruits and voe>rables for
1local e.easunrptien. Thé number cf catl la
thé country is estimatod at betwoen 4.000,000
and 5,009.000; théy are mostly long- homrd,
small-bodied. animals of ne gréaI valué except
for their hides.

1Thé miniz;g industry shows a very grea',
falling off, la 1890 thé valub cf gold expom-
tod was £319,280, as compared te £180.000 in
1891; lu 1890 thé coppér ores shipped wae
wemth £97.990, white in 1894 ne copper was ex-
portéd. - bld la fouand chioflv te thé south of
thé Orinoco, andi in thé Andine states, ia thé
western section cf Venezuela. In thé fermer
district la thé once famnons Callae raina, which
paid fabulous dividends for a limne. Most cf
thé Fold is alluvial, and la, as a mule, ' peck-
ety se fat as expérience bas yet gens. Itai
knewn, howévér, that payable quartz exista,
as in thé case o! thé Callao, lu révérai districts,
and oaly requirés cheaper transport te allow ef
working at a profit. Thé principal copper
mine was siluated net far frein Pueérto Cabello,
but thé minéral complotely gavé ont after
semé years of workin&. Ceai is foued near
Barcelona, but as yéî its exploration has net
proved profitable.

IAu approsimate estimate o! thé number'
of labomers employed lu thé industricq whicha
r have mentioned la as fohlows :

Total yearly
Industry. Average Niumber "ainge

Coffee, cecu aànid r.ardaly ige ernpioyed. 3cC>dâas.
plantations... sq. .11,000t,815,000

Gold mining .... (as. l,.OO 135),000
£2 li10s o 2o0Catie ranches per month800 2000

ý nd food
Othor farmnrg. . 38. 10,000 '150,000

Total. . 60,500 £2,670,000
"At firmt si"'ht thé rate cf wngés inay

appoar hi;h. ta %iroepans, but whén thé cos'
cf living ra cousidoed thé valué eareed la by
ne meanýa tuac greaI. Thé nccessit.és cf Eila
are costly te pumc!.ase ori uccorînt et thé high
protective, tariff, thé dut>' on fleur being over
loi. par 100 pounds for thé ordinary and
additlonal enstent house charges.

n" One great hinderancot, thé spoédy settie-
ment nd dovolopmnn of Venezicla lieq

in thé ptysiolal featurs of the country. Tite
groat mouintain ranges, begitiiiiugcluo tar thé
seashore anu extondrng sa undrodî of
Milet inland, lnakes ail transport a lon g and
tédioâ; matter, and te overcomoe thoe difii-
culi 3 by oxtending thé existitag railtray
systom is boyond tho pro sent mais of Venez-
nin. To.day thé pationt an" hardy donikey
is the sole médium of carryili illercharrli,;tî
front thé f riugo (,f thé coat-hîné tappd by
thO randWay, te SUpply thé 11céS Of thé it.-
habitants in thé far interior.

l Ir ait thoera are cevon sepirato railway
ce npaîries, six, of thoso beirrg Enelish, throé
native, one Germait and uné Itrnct. In
niost ca-és the gWrvmrnmuent subîcribe a por-
tions of thé capital for conqtrtîetion, and txe
sevon of the coniranit-n further gttaranted 7
par con t annually on a capit.tl net te excoed
£10.000 per rilét of railwvay barilb. This
guraianteo interest is nrow a bouie of conten-
tion batwoon the goveramont and thé coin-
pauies, the former allézing- thé inability o!
thé country te mneet suait heavy obligations,
and the latter boing unable te pay dividandag
te thoir sharéhcld6rs unlws the goernment
fulfills. thé terras o! its contract.

"aUntil the management ei thé country la
in thé bands of more respensible, administra-
ators thon those, who direoted thé destines of
Venezuela for tho past docade thera cari bc
siight hope ef any progresa."

E audiing Faro,
Jas. McMillan & Co., give the folewing in-

structions for handling furs: Fisher, toxes,
lynx, martep, mink, opossum, 011cr and
akunk, must he "cased," thst ia flot cnt
open. lu skinning eut aIthé rump andtiu
the skin insido out (like agloveî over thé body
of thé animal, Iéaving the pelt inside eut.

Serape etean, put a thin bgard insidé the
skia, eut thé natural shape of it. stretching
the skia te its fullest extent, but net su much
as te m-.ke thé fur thir. Tee muait stretch-
ing spreads thé for over a large surface and
makea it tibm aud lacking in iichnes. Re-
move board whén partlyldry. Neyer usé bén
sticks, bows or anything in shaple that
yields.

Muskrats must h, "cased, " but with fur
side la. Chop off thétala. Skina athé tail,
and ma . e rumps square. Mushrat skinnéd
frein thé nose, rtimps rounded with a bow,
have lés value and do flot soir well. Musk-
rata must flot be in;ared by shooting or spéar-
in&; tmap thonm.

Badger, bear, beavor. ents, racceor, welves,
and wolverine should be -'open," that is,
eut open, up the belly frooi the rump te tho
head. After t.zraping cleaning and drying,
stretkh a uniformaly oblong shape, bat net su
much as te makue thé fur thma. When thoro-
ughly dry tiait off legi, shanka, flippers, and
aay little pioesa that spoil appearance of thc
skin.

Beavem are sometimes stretched almoat
round, but appear very much botter strétched
oblong. Value by the skin, neyer by the
pnctd They rapidly looseiluweight. They
bming most sold by thé skin.

Trap f ors. Spearing tears thé péit and
shaves off thé f ur. Both do serions idjtiry
anîd losson the selling 'imice.

Dao etire witrî alum or salt. It irjurs therai
fer drossine and spoils thoirsal. Do notdry
skias ut a tire or in the sun, or lu smoke. It
Olten "-burns" théin and makés themn more
liablé te spoil or mtin on boirai dressed, Dry
ina thé open air urhere, shady. Meaty skies
Oflten Ilbora." Thé méat and fat un tliém
heats and Ilhumn a thom, and théy thon go
te pièces and rot on beîn$ dre<. Tee
mueh warmth curîs and spoils thé tep fur or
hair. Nover stuif fui-s of any kiad -dry andi
stretch as ezplained. Do net stretcb out thé
nose and malte it poiated. It gi"'îs a south-


