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A Retail groer'8 Exporiollco,
The followving iiucoresting letf or appears in

tho .Vatonal Crocer, written by a retailor, andi
will suggtet an intoreilting lino of study:

'Mîîc lias bccn said andlrail h more can bo
said in laver of the *cullcct on dulivery' plan.
Fromn a two years' trial o! the crcdit plan and a
two yoaril' trial o! the cash plan 1 think I arn
conipetent to spcak on ihis aubjeet.

'During iny '.,vo yoars' oxporionce with
cretlit I bocailie disgusted with it ; tirnt, bocase
îny capital wvas ou, of niy rcach ndi beyond îny
control, and I wvas o! course c.mpelIed te carry
two stocks o! goods in order to do0 business ;
one being on tho books ail tho tirno, 1 could flot
siteet tic keen competition o! tlio larger de.alers,
who. handling a general &tni o! goodi, wetro iu
the habit o! cutting prices on grocerius to
cost, and ofton it wvas liard to stop at, tbht
limit ; but o! course wo snsîl grocors had to
treet thoîn, or thoy wvould gobbla up our trade.
This wvas liard to do and carry a lot o! accotints
in stock, which )lave a tondency to increase
faster than tho stock, as nxy cuitoniors being
farinera had no rognlar tinie e! paying, but
wantcca nie to wait until they vore in slîtpe te
pay up. And, îny friends, it is înuch casier to
open an account with a custonior than to close
iL lu tie firnt place, when au accou-it with
lio definito timo of payment is opened, the
niorchant in most, cases is ait the inercy o! the
customner. For instance, a mani coines and
starti a book accunt. Ife ger.erally wvill pay a
fow dollars at a tiîne, and ini nino cases out o!
tcîî the account gcts so far ahead o! tho pay.
lîtenta that it nover catches up, the dealer being
afrajd that if ho undertakes te limnit tho amotint
o! credit that lie will lose the balance on the
bomok, so. pour dolude<l mortal, ho cardes the
lino o! credit rigbt on, in the vain hope that
the debtor may bave a stroak of luck and pay
tip. WVhat dealer is there who lias not been in
a tlttndary miaoy Limes in regard to the nct o!
suo slow and easy custoiner, as to a'hethcr iL
would be botter te close up tic ac'coutit and
losn tha debt or keep on and try and get £von
tirnt, genorally pursriinc the latter plan, until
thero is no hope o! ever getting even. But
% ornt of aIl is tho dead beat, who geLs ie debt
and nover expects to pay, and every dealer wlîo
<lues business on the credit plan gets caught
with them, although the association bas donc
lnch to stop this.

'*A!tcr doing a grocery business for two
years, and suffering aIl the abovo aîinoyances,
1 resol'.ed to be frec from theni or quit the
businiess. I resolved to keep one stock o!
goouds only, and that in the store. 1 told an-
other dealer wlîat 1 intended dning, and hoe
said iL was imipossible, as I could net do busi.
ness on a strictly cash basis, but my mnd %%as
maide up, and %vhen I announcecl my intention
te the public that aIl goods wero to be sold low
and for cash, it mot witb no end of opposition.
But 1 was firin, and with a direct opposition of
a dozen other stores in my lino, and aIl giving
ciedit, it 'vas uphill work, and for tho fir8t few
nmontha my trade was vcry limall. But gratin.
ally people came te sec that 1 could Bave theîîî
înouey, as, buying for cashi and 2elling for cash,
I got aIl discounts, mnade no bad debits, bad my
capital where 1 could liandle it, and was in a
position te mecet ail couipctition and *down it.
Anti now 1 fcl safe in sayiîig that I trado as
inucli or miore tban any store in Conneaut
carrying saine amounit of stock. 1 now carry a

general stock and c_~ nîcot the comlpetition o!
othor goneral stores. (lad 1 continued on tho
old plan I fcol sure tîmat 1 should ho riglît
wbero I coinnencod. If ny dealer is ini tho
saine place 1 was two ycars ago I hope ho will
bave the grit -to niako the change, bclioving
that ho will bo botter off in the end. But bo
înnst oxpect a struggle, as no reforai wua ovor
mado without stroîîg opposition. 0f tho two
ovilb I lîonestly believo tliat the credit svstoim
lîurta the rotait dealer far worde tlîan any comn
peti tien or cu tting pric es does. (.oDds soltlow
for cash> brieg custoiners among the bettor clais
o! poopîe wlîo bave monuy and psy .for wvbat
they get. Theo buse credit systom not only
worries the dcalor'a life out, but ni i ny anl
bonost poor marin is often the victim, paying
higli prics, aîid o!teni tho msnbars9 o! tlîo
fainily buy what thoy could bave got along
withoîit just as wcll, and wvould if they had to
pay cash at ticite of purcliaso. Bills rmin rip
vtry fast, aed of tcn the dealer is thouglît to bo
disbon.ist ou that account. So on the whiolo I
believe the credit plan is a (lelusion and a slure
for both the rotait dealer amîd the lioat poor
nin wlîo buys bis good. andI belp3 to psy the
decil beat bill b>' payiîîg higli prices for lus
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Pricos Wliolosale at horonto.
lour-Slow dem imd. Gir prices are: MlluI.-

tuba patenît, $3 25) te e..30; %Ianitob«t strong
bikerà', S3 to $3; 0.àtri , ptents, $4.50 to
S1.75; straiglit rolier, $4.40 to $4 50.

Ilran-Qaotetl lit $16.50; îmid-ilings, $17 to
sI',.

What-0al cAîl No. 1 M wnitobt bard offorecl
to arrive at $15 and $1. 10 war bid. No. 2
bard offered at Carlton .Junction at $1.06 and
$1.05 wus biîl; 1 càr s-)ld to arrive at$l.05. and
2 muore olfered ait $1.05, wvitb $1.041 bid ; a!tor
tho board a sale at 81.05 was reported. No. 3
biard offored a, 95. to arrive ait Carlton J ulnc-
tion or North Bs>', and Oic wat bid; it was
offéred ta arrive at Point Edward, witb grindiug
in transit privileges, at 97c, and 96e was bid for
à cars ; thero wero spot sales at fflc Ontario
points. Twyo cars No. 1 frostcdoliered lit Point
E Iward at 88c; with 86., bid ; a car to arrive by
C. P. R. offered at 85e.

Barley-DuIl. No demand andr but lîttle
offered. No. :3, 48 ta 49 cents.

0.tts-Higlier, with a gool deînand and liglît
offenings. On cail to.day Sic was bid for Mani-
toba whijte et Carlet-n Junction; for March
delivery whiîte olla-ed at 55c, with 53o bîd for
3 cars. White sold north and west rit 45.) and
thera were sales on trackc bore at 47jc and 48c.

Butter and cheese--t;oodl roll and tub la
scarce sud firin, but otlier grades are plentiful
and bard to soit, especiall>' low grades, which
are going et buyer's prices. Quotations are:
Creameriea, pur pouad, 22 to 25c; dair>', Broci7-
ville, 18 to 22c; good to choice wvestern, 16 ta
18c; dairy, mediums, 13 to I c, common and
store packed 5 to 10e; large raelis, 12 te 18c;
pouaîd rols, 18 ta 20c. Cheoe, Soptember,
101 to lic; skims, 7 ta 7jc.

Eggs-Not so plentiful and lîrices firnier rit
16c te 17c, witb lots ait 15à te 16e.

Apples-Green applos scarce and aIl wantod,
at *2 te Z3 par barrol. Dried apples, te 2 c;
ovaporated, 12J to 14c.

llogs andI provisinab-Drcssed lîugs lîcîI ait
Zq.75 tw $5.25. Cureci products quoted: Mess

pork, Canaîlien, $15 to $16; bacon, long, ecear,
por pound, 71 to 9c; lard, Canada, tubs aiîd
pails,o9to lc; smoked nîoate haumîs, por poutnd,
Il te lic; boilies, 10 tw lie; relIs, 9 to 9ýc
backs, 10 ta 10bc.

Fiah-Quotations are : 1iko, 4o per pound.
pickorol, Ce; trout, 6 ta Se; whlit-fish 8c; Nlani-
toba wliilul, Se; cnd, 7ýo; haddock, 5.1 to lCe.

emoîts, 5c; Ilouindors, 5&e; tonimy cods, 3e;
steak trout, 8.,; lake lierriagî, 4c; fianau bail.
dio, Oc; sea liorrlng, $2 por 100, niackorol, 12àc:
black bass, Oic.

Hides and WVool-ûured, 6 tw Cie; green,
steers, 60 potîndis and Up, No.'l, 5èe; No. 2, 4ýc.
No. 3,3àc; cows, No. 1,4to5e; No. 2.3to 4c; No..;,
2to3c. l>elts and lamnbskins-$1 to 51.40; veals,
8 pounds and up, green, No. 1, 8c; 6 pounds
and tmp, green, No. 2, 6c; 8 pounds antI up,
cured, No. 1, 7ý ta go; No. 2, Ob to Se. Wool,
fleece, ordiuary, 20.-; pure dowo, 23 tw 22_,
rajouts, 16 ta 17e; pullod suiper, 22j.

Cattle-A few buucbes o! extra choico butc>
ors' stock was un sale, andI ail such sold rea(lily
rit front 4 to 44c; (air te medium cattle sold at
frein 3J to 4c, antI inforior wont as low as 3e
per pound.

potatocs, per bag, 90c ta $1; do, on track, 5
te 00c; hîops, 1888 crop, 8 ta 10e; do, 1889 crop,
18 te 25e; do, 1890 crop, 30 to 40e; ha>', -timo
othy, $7 te $3; nîixed $6O w $7; straw, 56.50 to
$7 por ton; ciîickens, 50 te 70a; ducks, 50o te Si
per pair ; turkeys, per pound, Il ta 13e; geese,
do, 8e; onions, por barrot, $.'l1 ta $3.50.-Ii
pire, March 2.

A special train contaiuimîg tlîo officiais o! Lime
Duluth & Winnipeg railway andt trio reprsemîta
Lives o! Engîish capitalists wbo bave nogotiatutl
te purehase the bonde o! the road, madIe a tri1>
over the rmail ta its prcsent terminus last
week.

A ei~TOm xchenge, in quoting fiomu '1'îî
Camîîîaupon tho unrestricted reciprocit>'

question, speaks o! this journal as a '«neutr.tl
papier." If this is intended te menu that Ti m
Co3triEwîAm. keeps cloar (rom nmeddling witlî
political part>' scbeming, it is aIl right. Bmt
when it coines ta questions affecting the comt
mercial interests o! the country, this journal
is anything but nrîutral. Most political qîles
tions o! importance have a bcariîîg upou the
commercial intereas o! the country, andI ie ÀIl
such contingoncies this journal cin ba depende I
tipon te spoak in a wvay that will leave no cloub.
as ta cxactly what iL nîcans, quito regardless o!
the particular iîiterosts o! aey political part>'
The trade qluestion involvad in the recorît con
test ivas disetîssed on iLs monits, and no atteinipt
was made ie any quarter ta answer Tir>* Cou
%.miCeIAt articles, becauso they wero unausvei'
able. Regarding bigh tarifi, this journal lias
puised but one course from its inceptiois.
Whbcthîer iL lio a national hîigh tariff; or a stili
higher tariff on an international basis, the pat
utterances in, tl.es cabaines ixppe ont thi,
onl>' consistent course La bo pursuel iii thec
late coîîtcst. If a Iii.., tiriff bo oljectiocable,
a lîigh tarif! coîmîpact, which wvould tenid te iii

creasz theo custzns tax anud perpiûtuate tii..
pmolicy, niust bc regarded as more objectionable.
te say nothing o! tîo discrimination involved ini
-lic latter course.


