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CRL1IIC.

Messrs. J. F. Blanchard & Co., of Truro, have one of tho bost equippod
dry goods houses in the Maritime Provinces. Their warehouse isono of tho
finost in tho busincss—thoy carry a complote stock of the bost quality of
goods, having so specin! a reputation for millinery and fancy dry goods that
many Halifax Iadics profor to send to Truro for these articles to buying in
Halifax., They also have a most comploto nssortment of cavpets, this line
being cqual to most found in largo cities  Their satuples aro constantly on
the move, boing sont for by porsons in overy town in the Province. They
omploy over oighty hands, aud keop five travollers constantly on the road.
Thoey buy direct from tho manufacturers, sell atcloso prices, and their torms
aro as liberal as any  Tho cash reilway systom is omployed in their store
with groat success, and tho entiro building is lighted with olectricity.
Mesers, Blanchard & ("o 's is the only house, so faras wo know, in Nova
Scotia that has introduced tho cash milway systom. In all the cities of tho
United States it is in use, and woro a Halifax firm onterptising enough to
follow the oxample of Mossrs Blanchard & Co. in this respe :t, it would Lo
sure to pay, as cvery one would go to xeo it, and would uf course buy on
purpose to goe it work. Truro is nhead of Halifax in sotur respects, nnd is
certainly coming to the front as a distributing contro.

oo

CITY CHIMES.

Tho “early spring” has not heen keeping up its reputation  Monday
and Tuesday weroe fair specimons of what we might have expeeted in March,
Snow and slush, rain and mud, over head and under .vot the weather and
walking woro alike oxecrable, The little birde, many of which had arrived
and were thinking of going into summer quarters, suflered sevorely by the
cold and snow. Many trees in the suburbs were filled with our little feathered
frionds, and the kind-hearted and thoughtful lovers of these little warblers
spread crumbs whero the little birdies could get them, for with the ground
covored with snow they were in danger of death by starvation. Even with
theso reverses of fortune robin red-breast and chickadee-deo did not repine,
but kept up a cheorful twittoring in the cold, cold air, a brave example to
“ bipeds without feathess,” who aro,too apt to give way when fortuno does
not smile on them.

House-cleaning time is upon us in all its severity, and fow thereare who
can escape the epidemic, Carpets up, curtains down, and lots of things
turned insido out, there is uo rest for the wicked of the masculine gender.
Tho prudent housewife is busy now, and soon order will be brought out of
chaos, and all will bo well again. IHow the bright weather does show up
faded and dingy places, and soems to make it imperative that something
should be done to make the dwetling look in keeping with joyous spring |
New art-muslins, and pretty mate, tidies and other knick-knacks, arranged
with good taste by the mistress of the house, have a pleasant offect after all
the hurry, bother and uncomfortableness of cleaning jis over. So, by the
time that real bona fide warm weather comes wo shall be quite ready to
receive it in a becoming manner.

Bishop Courtney and his family will aliost immediately take possession
of their residenco on Tobin street. 1lis Lordship has just returned from
an extended Confirmation tour throughout the Province.

Several woll known Halifaxians have taken o trip to Bermuda. Among
them were Mr. John Doull, Mrs. Frank Doull, Mrs. Alex. Doull, Mrs. Alex.
Keith and the Misses Keith. They went on the Alpha on her last trip.

Another of those happy events which scem to be so popular this spring,
drew a gay crowd to St. Paul’s church on Tuesday morning to see Mr. J. C.
C. Almon united in marriage to Miss Edith Ritchie, daughter of Judgo
Ritechie. The bride was dressed in a whito satin costume with tulle veil,
and orange blossoms in her hair, and carried the usual boquet of whito
flowers. Tho bridesmaids, Miss Maude Ritchie and Miss Nellio Almon,
wore gowns of whito silk, white hats trimmed with ribbon and ostrich

+ feathers, and carried large bunches of roses tied with white ribbon,

Mr. M. B. Almon, jr., was best man. Tho corcrmouy was performed by
Bishop Courlnoy, assisted by Rev. Dr. Hole and Rev. F. 1. Almon. The
sorvice was full choral and very impressive. What a beautiful service it is,
this solemnization of matrimony. Does not every ons feel how solemn and
sacred aro the vows that are spokon that make the man and maid man and
wife? Then the music too is beautiful, from the hymn ¢ The voico that
broathed o'er Eden” to that grand, triumphant wedding march, as the newly
wed go to tho vestry to siga the marriage register, and then set out in the
strength of youth and happiness to face the world together. Mr. and Mrs
Almon will take with them to their homo in Montreal the best wishes of a
host of friends.

There will bo no lack of these events to chronicle as aftor Kaster a num-
ber of them will take place. The next one is that of Miss Sophie Almoen, a
young lady well known in Halifax, though Windsor claims her a8 a daug-
hter, to Mr Herbert A. lHensley. It will take place in St. Luke’s Cathed-
ral, on Thursday, the 25th, at 4.30 p.m,

‘The People’s Theatre and Comedy Compauy bave been performing in
the Academy of Music this week, but bave not succeeded in commanding
very cxtonsive appraciation.

The choir of Grafton Street Methodist Chureh will givo a sacred recital
on the evening of Mouday, April 15th, to commanco at 8 o'clock. Mr. V.
Powoll is organist and chotr master, and a treat may boe oxpected. Tickets
are lc. each, or two for 25¢., aud can be procured at tho offico of the Hali-

fax Piano and Organ Co., 157 and 159 Hollis street, or from mombors of the
choir. Tho procoeds will be in aid of tho choir fund,

COMMERCIAL.

‘The gonoral condition of trade has uundergoue no real modification, but
a fair volumo of Dbusiness has been roachod 1in mnost departmnonts, and on
that ground no very serions complaints are made. The matter of profits,
payments, and the unpleasant frequency of failures of Iate, espacially in the
Westorn Provinces of tho Dominion, have, howover, attracted some serious
attontion, which has oxprossed itsolf in moro or less anxiety, and has pro-
ducod a more cautious disposition in granting crodits and forcing business.

The sudden chango at the boginning of the weok from dry and warm
weather to blustoring winds and suow and rain falls has soriously checked
the dovelopmont of the spring trado. Tho country roads have been thus
suddenly rolegated to o state of almost impassibility, and tho delivery of
goods has boon rondered vory diflicult. Still, in nearly all lines tho spring
trado progressed during the provious two or three weoks of fino woathor as
favorably as could have beon oxpected, and our country merchants have; as
a rulo, fairly well suppliod themsolves. Leading houses report that pay-
ments are coming in a little moro freely, though they aro not yot quite
up to tho mark. As soon as the weather becomes soitled again sorting
orders will come in.

"The following aro the Assignmentsand Business Changes in this Province
during the past week:—Shaffnor and Fishor, genl storo, Borwick, N.S., sold
out to Jas. Shand ; Acadis Organ Manufacturing Co., Bridgotown, assigned
to W. M. Forsyth ; W. I, Crosby, picture-framos, Marshalitown, removed
to Digby ; Mich'l McPhorson, grocer, Spring Hill, assigned ; Wm. Wallaco,
tailor, Wolfville, assizned ; B, C. Munro, stationer, Annapolis, selling out ;
Wm. Robertson, gen'l store, Wostville, sold out; M. Starr Esaton, gen'l,
storo, Canning, assigned ; Layton & Frooman, grocers, Amherst, assigned.

DBradstreet's roport of the weok’s failuros :

Week Prev. Weocks corresponding to

Mar. 29, week  —~——Mar, 29—

1869 1889 1888 1857 1886
United States.. 161 242 230 207 900 546 3053 3144 3339
Canada........ 20 38 20 44 18 534 528 369 360

Dry Goovs.—The volume of orders in dry goods shows a steady
improvement, doubtloss owing to tho promise of an early spring. Travellors
throughout the country districis report having wet with a very satisfactory
dogreo of success. Some of tho buyors for Halifax and other Nova Scotian
houses have begun to return home after placing their ordors for fall goods.
‘The Montreal Zrade Bulletin says:—'* Whilst in no wiso discouraging
home industries, wo have ropeatedly shown tho absurdity of Canadian miila
attempting to compete with the production of English cotton prints, for the
reason that our market is much too limited to turn out the diversity of pat-
torns that are offered in the Knglish market, to say nothing of the supe.
riority of finish in the foreign goods. The Magog mills have undoubtedly
mado a plucky fight in trying to satisfy Canadian tastes and establish a home
industry upon a paying basis; but the Company have failed to accomplish
their object, and consequontly s meeting of the directors have beon called
for April 8th, to "consider an offor mado by another company to buy out
their plant and stock, tho latter being preity large. Whother or not the
Company which is negotiating for the purchase of the Magog mills,
machinery and plant, intend running on print goods is not stated.”

Irox. Harowane axp MeraLs —Thero has been a fairly active business,
and trade has a fair foue throughout,owing to strong cables aud the geuerally
advancing tendency of the market abroad. Great excitement has occurred
in tinplates, which aro cabled 6d. to 9d. higher than a woek ago with indi-
cations of a further rise. No quotations can be given because makers refuso
to state terms for future delivory until matters become muresottled Canada
plates have also advanced, being 5s. to 7s. 6d. per ton dearat than two weeks
ago. In Philadelphia prices continue weak ia all dires ‘ons. An activo
demand for steol rails is oxpectod to spring up in the current month all over
the country and a largo spring trade isconfidently loaked for, but at present
ovorything is quiet and buyers and makers aro waiting for a general
improvemout.

Breabsturrs.—The demand for flour continues slow and the market has
ruled quict with only a small volume of business in progress owing to the
fact that buyors aro holding off and only taking sufficient for actual wants.
Manitoba strong bakers has boen in moderato demand and some business
was accomplished in a jobbing way at steady prices Boerbohm’s cablo
reports wheat and corn cargoes both off const and on passage and for prompt
shipment vory quiet. French country markets quiet. Liverpool spot wheat
quiet but steady. Corn heavy. Ijnglish conntry markets quiet. Autwerp
spot whoat steady. The Chicago wheat market was active and stronger and
o fair volume of trade wasaccomplished at an nversge advance in options
of about %c. In Now York aud Toledo wheat was weak and foll off 3¢ to Zc.,
while in Detroit ana Milwaukeo it was strong and moved up 3c.

Provisions.--The feeling in tho local provision market has been steady.
The demand in pork was slow and the market has ruled quist with only a
small jobbing business. Tho demand for lard has been fair. No changoe
has occurred in the Liverpool provision market but prices have boon steady.
The Chicago provision mnarkot was fairly activo but weaker,and pork declined
10c. to 124c. Lard was ocasier and foll off 23c. There was a strong tone to
the hog market and prices advanced 10c. to 15¢c, The cattlo market was
quiet and steady.

Burrer.—Tho tone of the butter market has continued firm. New
butter comes in very slowly and what is recoived -meets roady sale at full
prices. The steck of old butter remaining over from last summer and fsll
has boon fairly well worked off and the new season will open with a very
small amount of surplus butter on hand,

Failures for tho year to date.
1859 1888 1887 1886
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