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iE ILD I D 1. 1 a suey Lord Caraven)," she answercd, "lthai I for oneè shait
Il 'hat is right," lie said. Ilif you keep ta that, ive @hall be gond

(G'ontinued.) fritnds."

"I camne dowîî to ind a book, because 1 could not sleep, and, .soeing CHAPTER XVII.
the lump burning. 1 i:îîcnded ta extinguish it." Awe fe ii tl tcdn re isnecfe ascî~

Lord Caraven toak out Ibis walch. Awe fe hsltl nietAlyl2snecle osclt
IFour o'click," litr baid. IlI arn late.-or rather carly. 1 have bCCfl daugher ; lie wislied to congratulate hier an lier success i society, to tell

playing ai billiardt SIlIce eleven." her ail thult he lad hecard in lier praise, aud lîow bis most sanguine dreatai
She lookcd conîemîplucously ai hit. were bcing realized. As the faîlier of L.ady Carav'en, people thought il

I bclieve," she raid, Il that your %vliole sou] is eiigrossed iii billiards.", worth their 'vhile ta conciliate hiru. lie wos invited ta houses w4îi
"1 have played th'î best gaine to.nliglit iliat 1 have cver played ini iny> befure ibis mlarriage hie lad neyer hoped ta enter ; lie liad becti made welc.

liue," hi o id lier, laigliung. cotait in the drawing roins of Blgravia aîîd MNayfatir. WVhat w.ts evt,
Slhe made ne reply. lie coîîîînxtd- better, his practice ivas'increasing. Arley Ransome wvas a happy mita.

I will iiote at liopIul.L litie- If you're wakingL, cati me cal'ta 's Il a shown iat the library, wherc the young coubatess sat aloane
saine tinie after noon. We shall have a grand match ai tic club to. ticarrow royally brautiful, in a closc.fatting drcsis af blacli velve.-vclvet that keil in
evening, rInd 1 have stakzed a small fortune on the champion billiard-jdla3cr richi flds aîid zi'ept the -round arbund, hcr. The Channing liead and tac.

ofEnlanrd. wokaa i-h adoi ae a vraadlagrteerc set off by thc dark drapery ; slie hel'l a book iii lier lîandil, but she lîad
Hysivebred and at Tm-he lîidsoîe fa vas tr rn on-h tiggard in not rcad ane word it cantained. Sue lookcd up whcn lier father entered

eyes~vec tredand îni Th pitur ~va a îriingone-he irlwii inand lic wvas strîîck by the desponderîcy of lier young face, the wcarincss of
ail the fresh beauty of hcer ynauth ; the liusband, still ini his evening-dress, the dark eyes, the clioocping attitude. lie -%vent up ta bcr and, as usual,
lîaggard, pale, yct haîidsoine even in his fatigue ; thc lovely light of the coiiipliiiieuîîed lier. She %va:; lookitng so ivcl, sa beautiful, lie inusi s.v, ani
morning stru.ggling with the garish light af tlec labial. -aascessela ciiv

llildred spoke ah. last - the valet liad discreeîly disappearcd. iha No sucles nsuc hîad-fi achîîeve sadtedsodnydeeid
Il1 thn i e rilt" o tydots ae" h adgaey l1d took a scat by becr side, and told ber ail that lie thought would intercst hr,
Dot thfn wer "s flott. watat i osi. %Vas slîe listenaing? lie did nlot know, for silo made zio rely

I f1wr you," returncd lier lîusband, I would no vseiny taille-an in;hc fhqie trldli-h rie e yst
thinking about fi. Yan knaw the aid sang- lusduy-n ace.okofi ut sate i-serie le ys

The b4t of ail wayl te letigtlien our days Il F-atber," slic said, "ldo you knowt whati manncr of alat this is to
Is tî al s few h-iure firltm the niglit. wy dear.- vhoin you have sold me ?"

muai~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~1 My adfryu evnt, u ad hagu îrîp ey~ dear liildred, uîuisla ! >ray bc aiarc guarded iii your stpeeccl."
It met c had fr yor srvans,"shesaid Ilthouh prhap vey 1reeat, dlo yaîî knoiv wliat nianner of man iuy busba'teis ?"

dclightful ta yourself." "Oh, now you put the quezti>n in better forni, 1 cani auier II*: o
IlYou forgcî aur compact, Hlildred,"' lie saild, hi., face c.uig Vou really thould nai us~e Ille word «'sold,' as though, you were a slave; 'cd

go your way, and 1 go minc; but 1 will allow no inîcrference j my otgoings i fot selî people in Eryland."b
and incomings have nothing ta do ivîlî you-do flot farget." She lauglîed-surely tlie mast drcary, the saddest laugli tliai ever !Cil

:1I do flot forge:," suie told luim hauglitily. I tram such yungj Elle3.
« 1 will never allow any anc ta make any comment upon my actions, IlWe will flot dispute about a word, papa. Answcr my quesin-eta

hce said. I please ivself, and I always shall." you know wrhat mariner afiinan my husband is ?"
«I 1 mate no comment." rejoined lais wifc. I knowv the carl is considcred a very handsome, fascinating mîau by aul

lie ecovredbis good hunior-it was imîpossible ta lool. ai lier aund do ivho arc ricquainted %vitli hiîii," he replit.d.
"Wc M bath, it appears, steal a fewi hours framn the niglit, but mille are 1*~ ansm sorpaedsrafll."hilisiitta<an

ten froua the beginning, yourd Irani iho end. (ioad înrning, jildredI and Do you kaîow that lie is utterly incorrigible-that hoe spends his days
11adnights ini playing auud betîing-iai lic contes horne at sunbrise- that ht

and thic next moament she was atanding in the hall alane. neîcscer uy?
She went int the drawing-room and opened tic shutters, letting in aîli " lLittle faibles, my dear," lic replied quickly ; you nmust liai thiîk too

the glary of the suusbinc, ail tic fragrance of the niorrming air. She apened 1much of îhem."
the windows and looked oui ai the tell green trces. How fair it %vas-this iShe foilcd lier liands, aîîd they lay listlcssly on lier dress.
%varld on 'wlich she looiked :The sky iv:ts glowing with cinisan and gold. L Iittlc foibles, pal)--? If incil cal! those ihirgs litile faibles, 1 bliouU
tic dcw lay shlling on ulie grass, thc western ivind was fragranti wtl sivect like to know ivliaî ilhcy catisidcr grcat sins 1'
oadots. "W'%V wilh waive thai, my deat-it is not a malter for discussion," siid

l.eckisîg ai thi îîorning sky, suce rcmninbcred lier isbaîid's liandsonîu the lawyer, almost wisliiîig- ilit lic liad nlot calcd on ltai particular morn
liaggaxd face under the garisît lighat of tic lattai, and slic turned away wîith ingb
a shudder. Whai a false unnaturai ice it wvas 'Ilow sho loatlet.l iî Shc But. the was flot tai bc silcnccd.
laid bier bacad againsi. the cool green heavcs af tic plants iliat hlI filed tue I id you knaw uvhau lic %vas whicra you aillawcd me ta matry lîm ?" s'ai
%window, and, looking still ait the marniog skit.s, dreanied af uIcl wotld, of contintied.
hife as it might bave becii-sa diffeicit-ali. so diffcrcui, if the hîad anlyl "I1 kncw thiat lie ivas Lord Caraven-and, surely tia'. was eîîough-2 1
married nmre anc who lavcd hier: ¶ lacer of the rcalni, a bilanî ofancicît, descent."

The beauty af th ic arring slcy, the lragraiîcc of thi lowers, awoke in DIid you know that lie likctd ganabling and bettfing botter thian any
ber baxir a longing for love. If she, bad only înarried a liusbarîd whîo lo,.cd ulîîng cisc in thc vrorld ?" she askcd.
hir-wha would have talkcd to hier, carcd for lier-wha uvould fiai have IlMere faibles. AUl icix hiave ilîcir ivcaknesss-thosc arc lias. le:
placed bier outsidt lus lueé, and have trcatcd lier as a strangecr-slie coula j musi have patience, îny dear."
have livedl in the green lîcari of the land, aiviy froein Uic brilliarii city, the IlDid you ktiot," she caîîiinued, "ltulai lie dues alai cvcîî like îailc, -irA
sun would alwaya ]lave sbaiic for lier, never did ?"

Sa tl:inkli.g, so drcamiîîg, shc feul aslcej>, vitlî lier liead auiniigbt uIle " onsciîse, hhildred '. Voit lave ail that yuu rcquire," lia said liasliy J
ieaves ad ilic tsu shining on lier face. " And a dcad licart," she nmurriucd-", a dcad hecart, P Iapa, did jas

Whîletî zdic awokc it was -. ith a slîuddcr : lier dreams laid ail laeen ai the rcniember thai 1 %vais yaung, and tai yauth lives on laoe?"a
eaxl's anger. She remembercd tic scene of tic catly xnarning. I\?onscnsc :" lic rcplied. IlVait hiave grawn sentimiental thirough haîu'q

l"And now," she uhatîghît, Ilhe will sacpi until noon, and dieu luI-y aobiigii Ia do, llildred!."Y
again until surbrise to-îîîarruw. Whiaî a hile ' 'May hicaVen pardonx us for 1 l t uvas a cruel thing, thiii uarriage. I was s0 youug-I might hait
the time WC wa!:Ie.", Ibcen slprcd. 1: uvas acruel dccd "

lu was nai until diiir-liîic the sainec day tbai site sauv lier hiusband 1 l' My dear Ilildrcd," said .ArICY Ransoiiie, grawing; alarnaed, I did e S
again, and ilien lie did liai look. very wchl plIcased. 1 dcccivc )-ou. 1 tuever tlId youi that Lord Caravcaî lovcd yau. hile asled i

IlIlildrcd," bie said sliarffly, 111 hojîc you do liai inîcrîd tu icleat dis; ycu Ia ha lus trucé; iliere mis iioalling said about lovc!'
înarning's performnîce. If yoit - >nt baoks, take itemn upsuairs with yau. Voistold aie tuait 1 coula hive %wtiîiout il," she said ail a low vaîc.
It is likc a scenc froa a lFrcîicl drama, ta open thc hall doar and ftnd onc's 1 dia;' lie asscnicd. l
wife w-aiiing thiere." !5iic struck lier hîands togetiier wvitli lassianatc fervor.

44lu was (luite an ;tccident," suic rcpiied. "l Ioi cala yotî iiagine il, ta "l i cannai I ste cricd. il Ileaven licllp me, h cannai . Nly licait
bave beena oatierise ?" jenailai), my icart is dcad, iiîy hile is vain. Vau dcccived mie wlicn )-cu tou

lic appearcd rathicr asliaîîîed ai ]lis hiarshncss. tac tiat. Vou, my faîber, whix sbould have savcd, inc-wlio shoîî'd hav li
4I b ave heaid sel inaray sioticu'," tie said. I 1 bouglîl. perhips iliait aught aile bciier -yau deccivcd nie, and 1 wish that I wcrc dead th

boinC oîîe lîad been telling you tliait 1 sjîcnd vliole nights ait billiards, and! You arc vcry unreason2ble, Hiildrcd," lie said slowly.
that yau wished ta fînd out for yoursclf wliethcr it wcîc truc." "Wliai have 1 ta livo for ?" she critd. "lI have no on c l v luC ai

"Tou do ziot understand nie," she reîuraied hiaghtihy, :1 if yau îhîink M.\y litisband is a stainger Io nie ; lie values me hess titan lus bise or Iý
tbat 1 'trould alaw uny ranc te sl»ak cvil ai yeti ta tne." dog; bce would ntua is me if I dicd îa-inotrw> lict lias sny moncy, lied cW l

lIe looiccd pieascid. not ant me. *1he-lre ia ofune in ail îlîis vide varhd sa forlort, sço dt,OhU
"Tahit is riglît,", lie said. I sec il, was accidentai. lIa nt ici il. as 1 amn." î

occur ii!dred. 1 slaould alot hike fi. ACier aIl, you know liberty of "Vou forget tit 1 love you, Illdrcd."
action is 1 le ont great thing. 1 ivill Ici no oue inteerc ,ita mine." "Nn, you neyer luved ine, val>;" the dcchared. «Il amn quitc-"


