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ter to secure -thé -annunl prize, It would
besides oroato a spirit of emulation and en.
terprise, from which tho:country would ro-
coivo much benefit.
{ Bave tho honor to be, Sir,
Your most obedient sarvant,
' T, AuynrauoLp, Major,
Commanding S. F, B.of A,
Liout:.Cbl, Bacon,
Acting Dpty,Adjt. General,
Montreal,
" MILITARY DISTRIOT No, T.
Quebec Field Batlery.
Qurseo,24tL Nov,, 1873.

Sit,—T'have the -honor to acknowledge
the receipt of your létter of tho 1Tth inst,,
xeﬁue'stiuf moto'state1f the present syatom
of supplying horaes for Field Battérles works
satisfdotorily in m§ case, and also if I have
sny s'u'%gestion‘s to offer calculated toin-
oroase the effitienoy of this -service, and at

‘the satde’tinie within the power of the De-

partmént to graut.

T'may state the presont system of supply

does not work satisfactorily, .

Asthe Balters of necessity drill during
the'busy seiigon of the year, aud as the rate
of pay "Allowed is far undor the present
value; it has bécomie impossibie {0 procure
poi_v,bﬁful firat-¢lass horses, such a8 are ro-

uired.’

e To rethédy this difieulty, a vital'one, and

at the same timo greatly improve the

efficiency of Fiold Batteries, 1 beg to sug-
est, =

8 ‘L hat the annual drill.b> extended from

sixteen to thirty-six dayp, eighteen at head

quarters and" bighteen in camp ; or,

That the rate of pay for horses be in-
creased, and ‘in addition a bonus,.of $L
per.borse;.be .allowed, payable to the pro
prietoz at,the end -of, tha year, on the.pre-

centation :af a . certificate to-the.effect that.
the,horae iz of the class.required, and has

been during the yasr a the service of the
Battergs v e , . - .,

I may.also. suggest .that the efficiency of
the Q.. F. B..would be .materially improved
by taking on- the .strength.ot .this corps tho
borses. allowed the School of Gunnery,; these
horsea. during. the .annual drill would -be
available for the Q..F- B., and during the
remainder of the year would be at the ser.

vics of the Sohool of Guunery ; o few thor- -

oughly trained lorses beinga matter.of
mych importarice. ! .
The present establishment and drill al .
lowed. Field Batteries has: been:pronounced
by.the .Adjutant-General .to be.intirely in-
suflicient. - . .
It is 10 be.hoped; -therefore, the Departs
ment will: give a satisfactory.solution to.the
queation of efficiently. organizing:Field Bat-
tories, the most importunt, and:at the same
time the moat difficult arm;of the service to
place on asatisfactory.footing.
I have-the honor.t0 be, Sir,
. Your-obedlent servant.
M. W. Basy, Brevet-Maj,
‘ Ge Commanding' Q. F. B.
Lt.-Col.,Lamontagne, Brigade Major,
. MiL Dist.No. 7. ..
ol o -
" MiLITaRY: DIsTRICT: No. 8,
Newcastle Field Battery,
‘MewoAstLE, Miraxtcut,dth Dec., 1878,

Siy;—I-havé-the honor to acknowledge’

the receipt f your leétter of 'the 19th ult,
with memorandum -from -the Acting Adjut-
antGeneral of Militia.
while' I have always had considerable
troublein -getting euffictent horses for our
battery, and-althongh I Havstaken time to
hink the-matter-over, and consulted my

! officors on the subject, T onnnot suggest any

thing Important in the way of improvoment.
Solong us horsés comimand highor pn{ at
ordinary work thanis paid by the Militia
Department, it < 'Ll bo difioult to get ther.
You must hold out some {nducement toa
man beforo you will get him to consent to
take hie horsos from thoir regular employ-
mont to go out for dight days’ drill. I think
2 Fiold Battoryshould drill twelve of fifteon
days, of six hours each day, and the horaes
be furnished with foddar in addition to'the
present pay.
1 have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
R, R. Cary, Captain.

N T Do
Lt..Col. Jago, N. B, Artillery,
St. John. )
New Brunswick A, tillery,

Sr. Johm, Dec. 11th, 1873,
_'Sir,—With roforance to the enclosed mé.
morandum, I have now tho hodor (o for-
ward to you the reply of Captuin Call, of the’
Newoastle Field Battery.

1t appears to mo that it might be worth
while to take into considerauon.whether a
regular system of reglstration of hurses
might oot bé durried cut-“the owaer of tha.
animal to receive .a small retaiuing fee
anndally, in addilioh to the drill pay for
the year; and io return he would have to
obtain leave frum proper authurity before
parung with the horses by sale or other,.
wise,

By payment of a sméll fizxed sum in this
ménoer it appears 1o me that ownera of
horses would have greater inducements to
allow their horses to be enrolled, commatud.-
ing officers would have & larger choics of
borses: suitable for the work required of
them,and the expense to the country would’
not bo materially iacrensed,

I have the honor to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,
D. R. Jaao, Lieut’ Col.

N. B, Artillery:
Lieut. Col..G:. Maunsell,
Dpty Adjutant-General.
Mil;- Dis. No. 8,

THE NAVY AS &4 LAND FORCE.

The current number of the United Service
Mdgazine contains an article on a subjéct of
a0 much importancs to an effective co~oper-
ation of our Naval and Military ‘forces in
time of war, that we are only too glad to
draw attention to and assist: in' promul.

.gating the views and suggestions of the

writer. The -subject is: **Naval Brigades.”
Inall our recent wars, Naval Brigades have
played a conspicuous part. Since thewar
with China in 1840,the sailor has been land-
ed to fight side by-side-with the soldiér, and
this, too, at 8 time when military -tactics
comprised movements not-at all suited to
the training of‘d ‘man-of-War's-man, Still
the Naval Brigades -always coveréd them-
selves with honor and glory, and-were ever
roaady for'any service when wanted'; solder~’

Jing—we do not' nean-tho fighting; but the:

drilling part of the fyork—wis never popular
with-our seamen, and although'its unpopu

larity is now somewhat modified, yet we:

often ‘raceive: -corplaints: of ships bemg
‘turnod into barcacks. In: the article to:
‘which we shall: freely quoto, the cause of
this' unpopularity 'is cléarly- shown, Too'
muach is -expected’ from both- officers anQ
men, and-the repugaances -hitherto- mani
fested by the fornier to-tho study of mili-
tary exerdises and drill,  mainly rdsults
from tho-faot that what littlo instruction

N
-

thoy now reée1¥o 1s far too elaborate, in.
appropriate, and based on & misconcaeption
of tho real clemants of suocess in'land war<
fare,” There.onn be no doubt that.both
tho officors and sesmen of the flest have
proved themuelves gapable of ! discharging
their duties in the field 10 4 manner inferlor
to none,” which .the recent .osmpaign-on
the Gold Conast has-fully .proved, ‘lge g‘aul,
Brigade haviog gained high:eulogiums and
won golden- opinions from. all the superior:
Military officers, with .whom.it. was brought
in contaot, and under.whom it was :more
xmmedmmiy engaged:in tha saveral aationa.
fgugl;t, as. also from the Generabin-chief,.
Nothing .could havo teaded ;mare so:bring
out the gptitude.of our .Blue-jackets.for
shore, work than. the general adoption.of
breech:lyading arms. of procision:naw.used;.
in consequence.of the tactical chahges:thoy.
have mada-necessary. in .handing troops in .
the field. :'To stiff mechsnical maovement
has succeed lovse, intelligant .00-operation,
each one working in the.most skilful man-
for.the common_end.” It is not-peceseary
tho sailor ehould bo:taught to emulato the
soldier in thaereotness of his drillon patade,
‘The blunder now committed is.attempting
too much in this.line, and t0.it may be
chiefly attcibuted the distaste to .t soldier~
ing,” as nifle drill .and field.exetoises are
termed.afloat, All this is fully .and .ably
touched upon in .the article,.on “Naval
Brigades.”” The most simple. manmuvres,
combined with: ordinary instruction in.the
1se of the rifle, and.all’ the seamen raquire,
The.intelligence and self relience, they so
largely.possess tha present day: will:more.
than make amends for any shortcomings in
more elaborate exercises. * If to the know-
ledge of how to skirmish, the cspability of
forming fours . in any direotion, and of
forming company, to:the front;, rear,.and
either flank be added, we: have really sum.
med up allithe ¢ Grill' necessary tomake s
perfect Ggbtingnian”  This, from onewho
evidently bears theimpress of knowing what
he.is writipg about, should go far toremove
a delusion under svhich Naval Officers as a
body labor, and that.a good ‘soldier-must:
necessarily be- maater of the:wholeof the.
Army field exercises. But.it may be aaid,
<=What is-to hecoma of. our Sailor element,
if they:are 10 be. turned. into eoldiers? . No
such metamorphose is,. however, necedsary,
Our sailors - will-not be:one. whit theworse-
as such, if a little more-judgment and-less
“ playing at soldiers” were 10 bo exercised:
in their teaching: If, ‘with:the -authorof ,
s Naval Brigades, ¢ we were not profound.
ly convinced that-we ocan retain—nay;.even
.exalt—all the chief and .most precious
characteristics. of the English seaman, and
still. make bim—such har been the revolu:
‘tion in-the.mode.of fighting-on shore ~the
ejual of.any.infantry man.in:theworld, .we
should he the- the first to raise:our voice:
‘against in.any -way. teaching, thesoimatters
to.him. Lot us.above-all. things be siilors.
‘fo whatever .axcellence. we are capaplie of
atiaining.in:other walks, let usnever.for..
getthat it is-:here our chief-atiention;has
;:been given, 83 it I3 here.our most.glorious.
lpurelshave been won,!’: ! e

| Nagal'co operation with'ths Astay, Whishe
.aver practicable; hashow become an estabi-
lished principle of dotion, and, thesooper .
Naval officers realise the fact by filting.
themselves for the duties they will be aalled
‘upon to perform, the sooner will eredit taka.
-the pluce of the reprosch which now.attaches
"t too fnny of them, for the ignoraroa dis:
played-when, calléd upon to'put only wamsll
‘arm company ‘through the. -most, smple,

movements.—London Untled Service Gazeties
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