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ANNUAL REPORT OF Pl SFATE OF
THE MILITIA FOR 1870
[CosTiNveD )

The Honviably Sir Grr.;‘g:‘ P tien [l

Mindster of Militia &, e

Rrronrt or DIRECTORS OF STORLS.

—

Miana DetartasNT, Stoni: BraxNcu,
Ottawa, Jauauary 20th, 1871,

Si,—1 have the honor to submit, for your
information, the following stutement of the
operations of the Branch® under my direc.
tion during the past year—a yenr in which
the servico has Leen rendered exceptionally
severe from various eauses. More notably
from thoso occasioned by the Fenian Rud,
tho equipment of the Rid River Expedi
tionary Force, and tho providing supplies
for its maintenance * en roule,” t.king over
the forts and their atmaments, and the lands
therewith transferred to thie Dominion Gov-
ernment by the Imperiil authorities; and,
finally, the reception of the Reserve Stoves
and smmunition.

Nowwithstanding these extrancous ser-
vices, [ am happy to be able to report, that
owing to the cheerful and willing assistance
rendered me at all times by tho stuffof the
Branch, the dutics entrusted to me have
been successfully performed without a hitch
or complaint—a f.ct which merits fuvorable
consideration, when it is understood that
the operations of this Bianch extend from
Halif x in the Ewst to Fort Gurry ia the
West., Each district over that large ex
tent of territory, having its Starekeeper,
making his monthly returns to me it head
quarters, and in almost diily communica-
tion, thus involving a large amount of cor-
respondence, and u contintied adnunistrative
supervision.

‘I'o save delay, and the expense of re-tran-
shipment {rom Ottawa to Halifux, arrange-
mouts were made with the Euglish contrac-
tors, to ship by the Inwan steamers to the
latter place, the following articles of cloth-
ing, viz:

Cloth Tunics.......... 500
Artillery. < Serge Lrowsers, pairs.. 1,000
foruge Caps.......... 500
Cloth Tunies.......... 30w
Infuntry. <{ Serge Trowsers, pairs.. 1,500
Forage Caps.......... 2,000

From this consignment the Storekceper at
Halifax was enabled to supply the larger
portion of the Active Militia in Military Dis.
trict No. 9. ‘eaving a small residue in store
there, There were also forwarded to tali.
fax from Ottawa, for the service of the Na.
val Brigade:

500 Naval Serge Frocks.

500 do Trowsers, pairs.
500 do Cloth Caps.

500 do White Daill Frocks.

These. however, have not been requived.
The Halifax Naval Brigade having changed
its organization, is now constituted the 2nd
Brigade of Halifux Garrison Arullery. The
clothing conscyuently bas ot been issued,
and remains in stote at Halifax.

OFFICERS CLOTUING AND EQUIPMENTS,

Of these wo have but a very small quanti-
ty remainingin store, and itis not theinten-
tion ot the Department to re-stock. In 1862,
when the Volunteer systemn became moro
lurgely Jeveloped, for the sake of uniformity
and cfficiency, it was considered advisable
to obtatu these supplies for tho officers of
the force, to whom they were sold at cost
prico, with a fow departmental charges

added to cover oxpenses. This system
worked well, and prove a great boon to the
officers concerned. But tho ends intended
having been attained, this mode of supp'y
will now ceaso, and the Officers henceforth
must depond upon the trade of tho country
tor such articles of clothing and equipments
as they may necd.
AMMUNITION,

Tho ammunition in the different district
magazines, at the close of 1809, is detailed
in tho following statement, which aiso shews
the receipts gnd issues for the past year,
and tho remains at its close. During the
year all the old Enfield or muzzle loading
ammunition, cXecepting a small quantity
which still remains at St. John ond Haulifax,
was sont to Montreal, thore broken up, and
made into cannon cartridges for practico
and salutes. The lead and pereussion caps
wero sold, tho latter having been previousry
destroyed.

1t having been considered unnecessary to
maintin store establishments at Hamilton
and Prescott, in addition to thoseatToronto
and Ottawa, in such close proximity, both
the formeor establishments wero broken up
in tho onily part of the year, and their stores
Ransferred respectfully to the latter places.
By this arrangement, & storekeeper being
no longer required at Hamilton, his services
were dispensed with. At Prescot, thero had
only been a caretaker in charge, who still
remains in chargo of tho Mulitia property at
that place.

During the year just elapsed, 195.400
rounds of Snider ball ummunition have been
sold. for which the Department has received
24,783 05, considornble increase over the
sales of 1869, which only reached 166.10U
rounds, yielding & sum of §3936 40. Tue
gross amount received during the yesr for
stores sold is $19,983 43, as shewn in the
statement underneath, It will be observed
that thero is a shight discrepancy between
the two amounts as shewn for ammunition,
but tbis is explained by the fact, that the
puyments for amugunition sold at Halfax in
December, did not reach head-quarters in
t:me to be included in the subjoined state-
ment. 'here are also somo surpluses in the
amounts transmitted in excess of the regu-
fated price, 4

No moneys are received by this Branch,
tho whole of the payments being made
through the Receiver-General, by deposit
receipts from the purchaser, through the
Bank of Montreal, the draft for the De.
partment, ziter being entered in the store
books, is then transferred to the Accouat

]

Branch.

The Department of Marine and Fisheries :
have been supplied from the Dominion
stores to the amount of $4976 00, not fnclu-
ded in the abovo statement, with Spencer
rifles, Colt’'s revolvers, sccoutrements, and
ammunition, for the service of the vessels
cmployed in the protection of the fisheries. |
The guns und ordnance stores required for
this service were obtained from Her Mujes-
ty’s Control Department.

CAMP EQUIPAGE.

Was issued during the usuad drill season,
on tLe requisitions of the District Staff O
cers, and under the regulations in force, If
it is intendod, as contemplated, to form
brigade camps in each District, the supply
of blankets should be increased for this ser-
vice. I was unable to supply the two bri-
gade camps, formed respectively at Sarnia
aud Prescott, without borrowing blankets
from Toronto for Sarma, and from Montreal
for Piescott, thus adding to tho cost of
transport, as the borrowea blankets had to

bo returned to whoneo they came, on the

broaking np of the camps. Ono blanket
I)er man, to which our present supply is
imited, is altogether insufficient for camp
ing purposes, and for the health and comfort
of the men.

The annual wearand tear and lossof camp
equippago is considerable, and requires the
strictest supervision toreduce it to its min-
imum, If the regulations on this hend are
only strictly enforced, and all loss and wil.
ful dimagoe charged against the defaulters,
the monoys so recovered would be sufficient
to cover such loss and damage. ‘I'hese being
made good undor the supervision of the
different storekeepers, after the camp equip
ago is returned into store at the close of
tho season's operations. The camp damages
recovered and paid to tho Department,
amounted in 1869 to $157 33; the nmount
recovered last year, was $131 48,

The tont poles of ash, munufactured in
this country, hav -t answered as well asif
they had been n, of red pine, whichat
the time the Department was unable to pro
cure. Gradually, however, as deliciencies
occur, and are made good, they are being
replaced by the botter material, which is ox
clusively used in the camip equipments of
the Imperial authorities.

Tents and appurtenances, with grey blan
kets, were issued in 1869 to the different
districts, in the following proportions :-—

Tents. Blankels

London, M, D, No, 1.... 300 1500
‘Toronto, “  No.2... 300 1500
Kingston, ¢ No.J ... 200 1oy
Montreul, %  Nos. 5 &6 300 15w
Quebee, “  No.T7....200 1000
St. Johm, N.B,, #* No, 8.... 100 500

Halifux, N. 8, ¢ No.9d.... 100 Mg
Ottawa in reserve & No. 4. ... 500 2132

Total. ...... teeeeeeneaaen 2000 10,132

After tho great fires, by which tho neigh-
bourhood of Uttawa was so much devastated
during the season of 1870, 1 received your
instructions to issue to tha Fire Reliof Com
mitteo of this city, fifty tents and appurte
nances for the use of the sufferers. ‘I'w.nty-
five of these have heen since returned into
store, the remaining twenty-five aro still
out, and in possession of the \ ommittee

ARMS AND ACCOUTREMENTS.

OF theso, at tho close of the yoar, there
remined in storg:

Cavalry Swords and Belts. ........... 261
Short Sniders. .......... e eaceen 412
Long Sniders ..........c... ...l 9%
Spencer Carbines. c.occvveeenninnns. 369
Starer Carbines .....coiieeiiianaa.. 282
Spencer Muskels..cooaimereiaienn. 1913
Peabody Rifles. .oevvvinveneannena.. 200
Infantry Accoutrements, about. ..... UM
Rifle Accoutrements, about.......... 200)
Infantry Koapsacks. ...ooeeeeenenne 419
Rifla Knapsncks. cove veeer veensnan 2

Infantry Great Coat Straps........... §242
Rifle Great Coat Straps....... R 362
Water Bottles .. . .coovvee coenneenn 215

It isimpossible, ina report like this, to
give in detail all tho stores in charge, the
above are given as patt only, and the most
important, and have no reclerence whateser
to the reserve storos, which will be spoken
of further on.

SOLDIBRS’ KITS.

Of these wo bad in store, at tho close of
1869, 5000 complete. From this stock was
supplied the outfit for the Red River Force
as ulso the additicaal supply forwvardedto
Fort Garry in September, to replace wear.
tear,and loss Therestill remain in store 30
kits availablo for further use.



