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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Among the grectings to the General Assembly from
other Churches none i3 more welcome than that from
Greotings from  the Free Church of Ttaly, one of the
Ttaly. most active and robust of the Protes-
tant churchea on the European Continent. Dlaced in
the very citadel of the Pepacy, this Church has had
her day of trial and of trcuble, but constant faith hus
been her helping cable through the surf of persecution
and poverty, until now quieter days have brought the
long looked for proaperity aud success as an evan-
gelizing agency. Long may her bhow abide in
strength.

It is stated that graduates of Union Seminary, New
York, are finding increasing dilficulty insecuring settle-
Unton Seminary Ients. Before the Bripgs agitation
Graquatos. seventy-five per cent. of them usually
had calls before graduation day. This year out of
twenty-seven Preshyterinng in the graduating class
only four are placed. At Princeton over 50 per cent.
of the class are virtually settled and at Auburn every
manis already taken up. The prejudice ngainst Union
men is becoming sv great that not a few of her students
now prefer taking their final year elsewhere to avoid it.
The McGiffert agitation is not likely to improve the
situation.

After much conference together tho three great Pres-
byterian Churches in Scotland have united on a Com-
A Common Church Mon fIymnal or Book of Praise. Tt
Hymoal. will be remembered that the Colonial
Churches hoped to have bieen included but the delay
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and difference, in Scotland prevented that happy con-
summation. The Scoteh Churches, however, and the
Irish Presbyterians have heen now able to agree on
one book and henceforward will useit in their services.
It is to be named **'The Church Hymuvary " a name
which has not given general satisfaction, but which
will be accepted as the best available, so many other
names having been copyrighted.

One of the most curious charges brought to an
Assembly againgt a minister wax that against Rev.
James Webster of the Free Chureh of
Seotland.  IHis doctrine seems to
have been all right, and his life and character has
been spotless, hut the complaint xet forth that he
“has no common sense " ! The Assembly experi-
enced the difficulty of dealing with such a grave and
unusual charge and could not trust itsell to dispuse of
it. So s commission was appuinted to vizit the con-
gregation and the minister, and by a process not
explained impart ** common <ense ™ to beth parties.

A 8Scotoch Congro-
gatien's Troublo,

The death roll of ministers during the pasy year in -hule
the names of brethren whao rendered long, faithf 11 and
Last Yoar's conspicunus gervice to the Master.
Death Roll. Among them are those of the Revs,
Dr. Jenkins., John BEwing, Wm. MeKibbon, John
Nicholg and 8. Boyd.

On Friday cvening the Assembly was shocked by the
accidental death of one of the Commisgioners, the Rev,
A Commissioner's R- J. Grant, of River John, Pictou,
Sad Death. N. 8, who was killed by a trolley car,
near Chaboillez Square.  The gad event was reported
at the evening Sesgiom and the newa ~eemed to paralyze
the meeting.  Mr. Grant was a bright young minister
of great promise and had been <eftled at River John
for about two years. T was a graduate of Dalhonsie
College and & native of Pictou. He and Rev. G. (.
Rohertson had gone for a hicyele ride after tea and
when near Chabuoillez Square a child darted aeross the
street in front of them.  Inan attempt to avoild run-
ning over the child Mr. Grant fell from his wheel in
front of the trolley which pa-sed oves i beady cansing
instant death. The aceident has drawn forth  the
sympathy of the community and on Saturday and
Sabbath day many feeling references were mitele to the
melancholy ending «f a bright theugh briel carcer.

The reports of the Colleges drew out an interesting
diacuaaion on the quality of the instruction and the
Theological equipment of studenta for the field.
College Reports.  We helicve Dr. Milligan's  view i
held by many in the Church that students require the
very highest attainable training.  The Colleges are at
present doing wonders, and the Church is placed
under deep obligation to them, but the way to realize
the higher standanl i3 to increase the College funds,
to endow more chairs, to found scholarships and to
provide apparatus and accommodation in heeping
with the rapid pace of the age. Profes-or« are but
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