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"Tho following interesting lotter has been read by the Secretary
of the .M ¢. Mr. Goforth, the pioneer minmonary in North
Honan, 18 a nan of immence energy and a hope that nothing can
destroy, o suys his hoalth is mn: h better since he dropped scmse
work —and now auly preachoa two hours a day 1n the chapel,
besides the two Ssbbath sorvices and the woek might prayer-mooting.
Ho adds ** Besides tho preaching I have to hold private convorsation
with enquirors and others which takea up much time, but that s
what wo aro here for.  Wo are not to be pitied but to be onvied.
\Wo can undoratand Paul's joy when hs was preaching in regions
where othera had never been. | have no hesitation 1n saying that
the yoy found in leading heathen souls to Josuw is the highest
cxperienced this side of heaven.”

Mr. Goforth relutos the following intcreating tucident, which is
ono of many ' 1 must tell you of an intercsting enquiror wio
came yeaterday from the Provincial Capital 100 nules away. 1o
satd that six or soven years ago a colporteur was selling books in
tae stree. of that hostile city Kmi Feng Fu, and that he stood
ixtenng to whut the bookseller had to say, when an old nan, &
echolar, & B.A., came up, and becoming enraged, scattered the
books over tho atreet. The colporteur seemed frightened and made
no resistance, nor attempt to collect the books, but left the city.
Ho (tho cnquirer) gathered noveral of the books and took them
home and tead them and belioved in thems.  Neoetng that the books
had been printed in Hankow, he had about decided to go to that
~ity and find out more about this wondrous doctrine, when two
teachers from the American Proshyterian Mismoun in Shantung came
to Kai Feng Fu to preach.  He invited them to his house and they
spent the wholo mght talking about this] grest salvation. e
forthwith destroyed his honschold gods and began to worship the
true Ged.  Now hie son and deughter and her husband have become
believers, and they with soveral neighbors meet regularly in his
house for the study of the Seniptures and prayer.”

That 12 interesting.  Another illustration of the unexvpected
ways i which the Holy Spint works, ** He blowoth where He
Listeth.”  This ncident had a apecial interost to cur missiovaries,
inmsmuch as Mr. Goforth and De. J. Feasar Smith nine years ago
vimted the aity of Kai Feng Fuand were refused admittance —armed
men standing at the gates to keep the foreign devils out.  They
cannotl keep out the hght of the sun howover.  Jesus Christ has at
last mude for Himself a nams and place 1 that city that knew not
the dav of ita visitation. ‘The whole Chinese Empire has been
secking to shut out the ight, but in vain. It seems asif the dawn
werz ightening into midday. and that asin Indi, European arms
were about ta break down the barricra,  Should the Church be less
eager to securo a footing for the hingdom of God than Giermans or
IRussians aro to plaut their national tlags?

But the reader will be interested 1n knowing what becamo of
tho other parties 1a the scene. 0} the colporteur nothing s known,
1ut what of the scholar who acattered tho books: He has been for
three yoara a raving madman, he ordiparnily goes about the streets
of the city, or in his parexysm of madness, has torn tho skin of his
own Lady until ho is a mass of sores. 1o about twenty yoars ago
composed a book agsinst Christamity so vile that the Britush
\inister last year had 1t suppressed and tho plates deatroyed.
This man who pulilished such unmeutionable blasphemies about
Chrst and His rehgion, now goes about the aity a raving maniac,
Liedautnug his own bady with such filth as ho tinds 1n the street.
\When he becomes dangerously violent the magistrate binds him
with chans.

Ihe enquirer, Mr Chu, who brought this report believes this
man’s wsanity 1o be a direct visitation from Heaven, for his great
crime and which cf us are prepared to dispute this conviction *

Mr Goforth reports great satiefaction aod comfort i the
Chnstian Clunese whom the Lord is raisine up to help -and who
are amumated by an atdent ceal for tho salvation of others. The
work i Chany: Fe 18 moro encouraging than at any time since the
work was begun two vears age  Thero aro many n the city and
surrounding villsges who are convineed that their idols are vanitics
but fear the consequences of open confessien.  ** It 1 not casy to
confean ¢ br.at here. [t means Jceat oppoaition feom {riends and
neighbors and i some cares tho rending of hmbs. To day an old
tndy of ity mned us. Her son theaatened her life with an axe,
1 ahe dud net abiandon Jeaus, vet sho stole away and has becn tn the
w nans et for several days  \lrs. Goforth, assisted by Mrs,
Mer 1ea and Misa Vyke, ato tosvling a class of women gathered
from different parta  Soven of thirs areaccepled as Catechumenas.™

Lhe reader should remetaber that when the musionaries are
panistivd 1he er purera have accepted Cing, they ate onrolled
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t stechmons but not recelved into full membership until they are
testol and ioatructed for a year. This makes the increass of
mambarship slowor, but makes the fouadation of tho futuro church
mure socure. 'This olass was to remain ten days for instruction and
thien return to their respective homes. Qoo of these women is
eighty-ono yoars qld and makes a clear confession of faith iu the
love of Jesus for hor soul. In her case the years' delay is not
carried out, bocauso of her age. Sho and three men wore baptisad
on the 3uth Oct. The Chucch should pray for the persecuted
convorte,

LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

AN IsTRODYIION TO 10E Litenaturk or Tne Oup Lrstamest. By
S. R. Driver, D.1). Sixth Elitioa, revised and enlarged pp.
577. Charles N:ribner's Sony, New York, 1397, Pcico $2.50
net.

Sines 1891 when the first edition of this great work way pub.
lished it has bocome unquestionably in America and Britain, the
most influential book in establishing the Wellhausen theory of the
arigin and growth of tho Old Testament Scriptures. Boforo that
time Western readors gat sustches of Giecmau criticism in worke
such as Robertson Smith’s **‘T'he Old Testameot in tho Jewish
Church,” but there was no complete prasentation of the problem as
affocted the sepirate Yooks of the Old Civenant. This was
furnished in De. Deiver's admirable ** Introduction.”

That it served a docided want is ovident from the fact that
between Nsptember 1591 and Ostober 1897 there have appeared five
editions and two rteprinte ; beside a tranlation into German (18%4)
by Peof J. W. Rothstein of Halle. The sixth edition, just pub-
lished, is fcomn now plates, the whola having been roset, so that
now, with the corrections and additions nccesvary to a first
editiva made, the work is as nearly perfe: as possible. T'nece are
many now refersucea to receunt literature in this edition ; hore and
thore several fresh footnotes, occasionslly a fow verbal changes,
an 1 improved indexes; but, on tho othe* hand, no radical revision
of viows [u his preface Dr. Driver says, *‘In all its main con.
clusions the present edition does not differ from tho preceding
ones, and the text is, as a rule, unchangod, I have, howeover,
rovised the work throughout , anl1 have, in particular, ~(1) intro-
duced from time to tims verbal, and even occasionally, alight
matertal, unprovements iat) the text, (2} brought the biblisgraph
1cal noticas ay fas as possible, up to date ; {3) given some account of
the principal critical views which have been propounded, with
reference to various parts of the Old Testament, since 1%91 "
(pp xiv. xv V.

Uae 18 struck wn reading tho new Preface, with his attempt to
butress the conclusions of his book by cataloguing thoss who
agreo with hum.  Fur example, after commentiug on the progress
which critical optnion has made during recont years esapeciully in
Rritain and America, he niys, ** So far as the Avoglican Church is
concerned, the essay of Mr. (now Caacn) Gore in Lux Afundi was
ono of the first tndications of a chauy? of froat on the part of thoso
w. ) were not, 20 to say, critics by profession. . . . . Scotland,
which twenty years ago removed Prof. W. Roverison Smith feom
hus chatr, is now amanget the foremt to honor those upea whom
it has devolved to carry on and develop his teaching.” (pp. xv. xvi).
12 quotes also Prolessor A. F. Kirkpatcick of Camuridge, Prof.
Sanday of Uxford and others as on his side—all of whom have
sigaitied thar accoptaace of the critical position. Henes he con-
cludes: * The concensus of so mwny acuile and able scholars, of
different countries, of differont commuaions, trained independently
in different wchools, and approachiog the subject with difforent
theological and intellectual prepossessions, cannot, as some would
have us believe, rest upon illusion : it can rest only upon the fact
that, whatover margin of uacertainty there may be, within which ,
as cxplaned above, critics differ, there is an area within which
their conclusions are deduced, by sound and legit:mate logical pro-
cessas, from a groundwork of solid fact ™ (p. xvia).

While this portion of s Prefaco is thus apalogetic, it hasits
juatiication in the fast that De. Driver's book from beginning
to oand evinces thorough anl cautious scholarship. It author
shows the utmint feniliasity not only with the facts and language
of the O1d Tustamen? 1tasll, but with the whole range of literaturo
upoa tho subject. Tho work is a monumsnt of patience and
erulition.  Even archae logy is moat elaborately cousidered in tho
discussion of overy pan: upon which it hws any special bearing.
Novhing of real importanse sosms to have evaded De. Drciver's
critical oyo.

Two instauces discusaed ia this new edition render it of peculiar
iaterest to the prescnt writer: (1) his permstent rofueal (p. 424 to
accept the Elithu.apeoches in Job as genuine, which is in direct
oppostiin W tho latost phase of Gorman criticiom, as lustrated by




