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The Ministry Chrlst's Gift to the Church.
fEph. iy. 7-iS.)

Sermon preachod at tho openhng et Algoma Preshyter~ at Atm meet-
ing lai Woblwood, Marel 101h, 1890, by thé Mo erator, Mev.
J. C. Robenîmon, M.A., Gare lIay, sud puhllshed by requostot
tbe Presbylory. To b. raid whh Bible lai ~aud for tort sud
citations.

Tbo Chnroh i. ChrAsVm body, aud aIl ita truc memberu arc
marnIons et Mis mysticai body. As ail menihena et LIe hody bave
net tho wam~ efface but have thele own soparate fuaictiena te per.
tornu le tho bedy, mc tIi. mombera et ChrIst have thoîr different
sud soparate part. La perfonni towards the growth anti edification
et the body et Christ.

Tht. i. tIc atart~ug peint in prcsentung tii. subjeci ohosen for
thia occasion which As

TUE MU~iSTatY-cliRt5t's oit-r 10 'rats caruncu,
a~ presentrati in tho passage lofer. us.

In ne other passage cf Seniptuno la given iL anc view se cleanly
sud tully-thc grant, institution, use, benefit and centinnance et
LIe minuatry, as haro. IL la deeiared b ho bbc gift cf Christ;
" Ând Ho gave etc.," v. il.

flore lot mc may, IL i. bIS great fundamantai et ail Church
order, power suai worahlp, as recognlzed by ta,, blat île gitt sud
grant o! Christ is the engin et the min l.try. If it had net bon
giron of Christ, iL lad net becs lswtul ton any et tIc sens et mon
ta instituts snch au office or appelait sncb effacer.. Mati any
attenipted se te do tbere wouid have beon bubnuliiby in whattbey
diti, as their atteanpt would have leen expreasly against LIe bead.
ship et Christ or Mis supreme sutbority ovor the Church.

Aud, .eeung tht lb i. Chrlst's sole preregative te givo a minis-
tay te tIc Chunel, it wsa pronuised cf aid tht Mo weuld dose
as in Jor. iii. 15: "Anti I wlU givo yen pistera scoonding te my
Ieart, whleh mliii feeti yen with knowledge and nuderatanding,"
as traîl as signally toretolti lu the OSth Psalm. Anti as Mis doing
o! iL la an sat e! Mis Meduatonial potrer, as it la declîreti in bIle
place, sud lu Mati. xxviii. 18, se iL is a fruit et Hlm cire, love and
beunby. EpI. v. 25-27.

fonce iL fellotra that net euiy efilcena lu bIs Clurol, whicî
are net ai Christs giving by institution, sud oflicers, that are net
cf Hi. gitt anti grant hy provision anti tumnishment, have ne place
lu Mis Church, but are sot Up lu opposition ta Mii authority, anti
An coutempt et Hlm cars anti bounty.

Tht Christ alono-the King anti Head cf tIc Chunol-can
instituts sud funniel bbc miuuatry, ahundautiy appaira frein the
ominency o! the gitt. This i. declared lu varions particulara in
our bext ; anti blets are sncb tbat neither tIc wi.tiom, akili uer
power et auy or ail et thc sens et mou eau have any tIare lu trIaL.
meover. TIi. appears--

1. lu tIc OraL place-tncm the grandeur o! iLs introduction;
bbc groît sud solemu propanstion that tras ruade for lIe givung eut
e! tIi. gifi.

It tras given Iy Christ trIes "Hc isceudeti up ou high, sud
led captivlty.captive," v. 8-taken tram Ps. lxviii. 17, 18.

TIc glerieus appearance o! Gadin Monut Suai in givingo! LIe
Law-His tiescenduug sud aseoudieg tante that purpome, i. intendeti
here, sud tho description is appiied te Christ becanse ail the
giorions work et Gadin sud tetraxtis Uic Clurol o! oldwerceibbor
roprcsontatory, or gnadualiy introtiuctory o! Christ sud île
Gospel. Tbe gioniona sscmutiung e! God mcm Meunt Siuuai after
bbc giring et LIe Law was s representation et Mini sscendiug "tir
shovo ail hesvens~LhsL Ho mîgla dii ail thinga." Aid as Ged LIen
led captivity captive lu the destruction cf Pharaol sud LIe
Egyptiaus trIo lad long h.id Mis peeple in captivity sud under
cruel bandage; se dealt tbs Lord Christ now in the destruction
sud captivity et Satan sud aIl bis powera.-Col. il. 15.

Neit il i. sald "Me gave gifLa tante nien2' lu LIe pealin iL la
iaiti LIai "Me receivedgiftmfaruien." Semesuppasedadiffionfty
lere, but LIe neadung accerdung te bbc record anti tIc seume,
plniniy is that Christ received gif ta as Mediator, that Ho naight
gîvo bleni unto mou. Firat o! theso gifLa tras tho glit o! lIa
uuiuistry, sud aleng titI tIi. LIe gif b ot lb. Hoiy Gloat.

Now, ta whsb cnd ta. this glanions bbeatro, as iL tronc, pro.
pareti, sud ail 11h preparation made, mli mon anti augols beiug
caileti therobo.

It tas te mot ont bIc greatuesa e! tIc gitt Ho wanld les tow,
sud île glory cf tho tank whicl Ho toulti effeet. This tas ta
furniah the Chunch titI minîsters, sud ministora titI gifLa for tIc
diacharge o! thair office sud tiuby.

2. lu tIc moeoud piaco-ita omiueuoy appaira frein iLs original
acquisition by Christ.

Ther. wss a power acqulred by Christ for tbf. greal donation.
Tbf. tho Apostîsu declarcs lai v. 9," Now, tht Ho aoended, what
la It but that Me also desoeoaled firat." Havhug montloncd lai
v 8, the ascension cf Christ s. tho Amniediate cause or fountaîn cf
tho communloatien o! this gift, lu v. 9 ho traces iL to iLs OraL
original. Wbat tho apoatto avould tcach hcro as, tbat iii tho deep
humiliation aud death cf Christ lay tho foauaidatacai c'f fias
Mecliatory authorlty, whercot the manastay aa an yucca, l'hll. ai.
O 10. .And IL was appolnted by Ram b ho tho nhîuîmlry o! that
poace betweon Ood sud mmii wbich was ruade thereun antI tiaereby,
Epb. Il. 14, 10, 17. ~or ~vhcn Ho lad ruade thi. peaco by tue bieed
of the Crois, Ho preaciîed iL iii tlao gI'slng Liiose gitta tinte mon for
its molemai doolaration, sec 2 Cor. v. 18.21.

Wherefor., soolng tho authorlty whencc thas gif t procecdcd
was granted unto Christ upon III. descendu8 unto tho lowcr parts
o! the oartb, sud LIe demigu of LIa gifL 15 to cleolaro md preach tIc
peace which Ho ruade bctween God and man by fils atonung dcatla,
thus gitt aise relates thercu. *o. Tlao Gospel mîaiistry lins abs reots
lu Caivary: IL roats upeai bbc blood et tho overlasting coveaisait.
liereon doponde the houer sud excellency et thé minlatry. on
accouait et which iL je to ho estecmed sud vaiucd,-its relation te
tho humiliation et Christ, sud tho authority bestewed on Mirai.
therefero.

3. Noxt lu order, we notice, hew animent and signai the gitt cf
tbo auinustry in Uic immodiate cause et its saLuai communication,
se LIe qualification et tho Lord Jesus for tho bcstewiaig et iL, vit.,
Hlm glanons ascension and exaltation.

By Mis death Ho acquircd LIc nigît unte it; but Hi. saLuai
luvostiture triAl ail glanons potrer was te precodo tlae comraannica*
tien et it, vs. 8, 10.

Me tras OraL te ascsnd up on high, triumph ever ail Mis sud aur
adrersarios, put now under Hlm inte absolute sud eternal
~captivity, beforo Me gave cnt bIais gif t. Accordingly, lic is uaid
"te acend Lar above ail lacavens," i.e., the visible Icavens through
whiclî Mc passed on Hi. way into tIc gionieus preseuce et God, or
unto thé nigît baud o! tnc Majc.ty on High.

IL As aise added why Ho was thus gioriensiy oxaited, il tris
"that lie might dli ail thiugs." rîî~~, net in tIc essance ci lis
nature, butin tho exercise et Mis patron. Ho laid laid LIe founda.
tien et tIc Churel on ilunusoif-ira Mis death and rcsurrcction; but
uew the wholc f abria la te bo roarc& tut uisi.aod anti Çaraiahcd. This
Ho asceudoti te accomplish, aud did iL priaicipally lu the grant et
tho minumtry. This was the OraL exercîfo et that glorieus pewer
~rith tvhich LIe Lord Jesus Christ trac vested tapon liAs exaltation,
tus OraL offcct et liii fiiling aIl tlainga tante tIc glory e! Ced tue
Fatiier, and tIc Saivation cf lias eloct. And these thunga are
ancntioned that iii LIa contemplation cf their greatncss and order
tre u'ay ban sud knout' low excellent a gifL i. this donation et
Chniat-tho Miuistny.

fonce appears aIse, how contomptibie a Lhing i. tho meat
pompons ministry in bbc uvonid, which procceda not (rom tIi.
original.

4. Again, tIc emiuency et tIc gifL o! tlae miraiatry le manuteat
fronu Lb. nature o! the gift itacit; for iL consiats in gifla.

TIc expression la "lie gave gifla." Tuera is an icI, o! givung
bore exproa.ed, md LIe thiaig giron is "gif ta." Whcroforo tIc
rnunistry is a gif t cf Christ net only because freely sud hountifuliy
giron hy Hum to tIc Chunch; but aIse becauso spiritual gifle de
essentially heîoug tante it,-ane indced its lite, sud unseparable
froru ita bing. A munistry triLlent gifLais ne munistry et Clarist's
givirag, uer i. iL cf auy use in bbc Clanrch, nor cf any ethor effect
but te deceivo the enuls et mon. To set np sud a munisbry i. lotI
te despise Christ and nttorly to frustrato bIc onde et tho munistry,
thoso for whidh Christ gave iL, and whicl arc hero oxpre.ased. For

Firat-Ministeriai gitta sud gracce are tIc great evîde uce thait
tha LordJemus. takea caro et Hi. Church, sud provides for iL as
caileti into tIc order and te tho dutica o! tho Clureh. To set up a
ministry which may le continueti ly outtrard forma and endors cf
mon only, witbout auy communication cf gitta freru Christ, is te
despiso Mis subberity sud caîl. Neither i. it lus mmd liant amy
Cburcb sbouid continue An onder, any longer or othertriso than au
Ho bestotra tbese gitte for tIc nuinistry.

Second-Tîese guIs arc thé only nuesus anti instrumenta
wherehy tIc work o! tIc muuuetry cala ho p.rformed, anal the end
cf île muaia.try attained. The enda cf LIc minlstry here nacntioned
-calleti ite werk, are "tho perfcctung et the saints." tho edityiug
et Lb. body et Christ until tro come tante a perfcct min." Marmot
notbing at ail can ho donc triLlant these spanatusi gatta; sud tuera.
fore a miuistry deroïd et bbeso a. a mock munumtry-and ne ordan.
suce et ChrIst.

5. Agaun, the emiucncy o! tIi. gitt appeara in tho vaniety and
divermity et the offices and eAU c or. trhiel Christ gave in gîving LIe
ldiuistry, v. 11.

(Coacludrd ~a:.tt isuuo).
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