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Tho Church is Christ's body, aud all its true members aro
membera of His moystical body. As all members of the body have
not tho same offico but have their own soparate funoctions to per-
form to the body, so the members of Christ have their different
and separate parts to perform towarda the growth and edification
of the body of Christ.

This is tho atarting point in presenting the subject cliosen for
this occasior which is

THE MINISTRY—CHRIST'S OIFT TO THE CHURCH,
as presentod in tho passage before ua.

In no other passage of Scripture is given at one view so clearly
snd fully—the grant, institution, use, bonefit and continuance of
the ministry, as here, It is declared to bo tho gift of Christ;
¢ And Ho gave ete.,” v. 11,

Hero let mo say, it is the great fundamantal of all Church
order, power and worahip, as recognized by us, that the gift and
grant of Christ is the origin of the ministry. If it had not been
given of Christ, it had not been lawful for any of the zona of men
to institute such an office or appoint such officers. Had any
attempted go to do there would have been butnullity in what they
did, as their attempt would have been expressly againat the head-
ship of Cbriat or His supremo authority over the Cburch.

And, seeing that it is Chriat’a sole prerogative to give a minis-
tay to the Churoh, it was promised of old that He would do so:—
as in Jer, iii. 15: ¢ And I will give you pastors acoording to my
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding,”
as well as signally foretold in the 68th Psalm. And as His doing
of it is an act of His Mediatorial power, as it is declared in this
place, and in Matt. xzviii. 18, 80 it is » fruit of His oare, love and
bounty. Eph. v. 25-37.

Hence it follows that not ounly officers in the Chursh, which
aro pot of Christ's giving by inatitution, and officers, that are not
of His gift and grant by provision and furnishmont, have no place
in His Church, but are set up in opposition to His anthority, and
in contempt of His care and bounty.

That Christ alono—the King and Head of the Church—can
institute and furnish the ministry, abundantly appears from the
eminency of the gif¢. This is declared in varjous particulars in
our text ; and these are such that neither the wisdom, akill nor
rower of any or all of the sons of msn can have any share in what-
soever. Thisappears—

1. In tho firat plece—from the grandeur of ita introduction;
the great and solemn proparation that was mado for the givingout
of this gift. i

It was given by Christ when ‘“He ascended up on high, and
led captivity.captive,” v. 8~—taken from Ps, lxviii, 17, 18.

The glorious appearance of God in Mount Sinai in giving of the
Law—His deacending and ascendirg unto that purpose,isintended
here, and the description is applied to Christ because all the
glorious work of God in and towards the Church of old wers either
representatory, or gradually introductory of Christ and the
Gospel. The glorious ascending of God from Mount Sinai after
the giving of the Law was a representation of Him ascending ¢* far
abovo all heaveng that He might fill all things.” Ard as God then
led captivity captive in tho destrnction of Pharaoh and the
Egyptians who bad long held His people in eaptivity and under
erucl bondage ; so dealt the Lord Christ now in the destruetion
and captivity of Satan and all his powers.—Cal, ii. 15.

Next it is said ‘“ He gave gifts unto men.” In tho psalm it is
said thas *“He recoived gifta formen.” Somesupposeda diffioulty
here, but the reading according to the record and the sense,
pleinly is that Christ received gifta as Mediator, that He might
givo them unto mon. Firat of thess gifta was the gift of the
ministry, and along with this tho gift of the Holy Ghost.

Now, to what ond was this glorious thoeatre, as it were, pre-
pared, and all this preparation made, all men and angels being
called thoreto.

It was to sot out tho greatnees of tho gift Ho wonld bestow,
and the glory of tho work which He would effect. Thia was to
furnish the Church with ministers, and ministers with gifts for the
dischargoe of their office and duty.

2, In the second place—its eminenoy appoara from its original
wequisition by Christ.
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There was a powor acquired by Christ for this great donation,
This the Apoatles declares in v. 9, ** Now, that Ho ascended, what
is it but that He also desceaded first.” Having montioned in
v 8, the asconsion of Christ as tho immediate cause or fountain of
tho communiocation of this gift, In v. 9 ho traces it to its firat
original. \What the apostlo would teach here is, tbat in tho decp
bumiliation aud death of Christ lay the foundation of His
Mediatory authority, whercol the ministiy is an cffect, P'hil, n.
610. And it was appointed by Him to be the munistry of that
poace between God and man which was mado therein and thereby,
Eph. ii, 14, 10, 17.  For when Ho had mado this peaco by the blood
of the Crosas, He preached it in tho giving those gifta unto men for
its solemn declaration, see 2 Cor. v. 18.21,

\Whezefore, sooing the authority whence thie gift procecded
was granted unto Christ upon His deacending into the lower parte
of the carth, and the deaign of tho gif% is to declare and preach the
peaco which He mado between God and man by Hisatoning death,
this gift also relates thereu. to. The Gospel ministry hasits roots
in Calvary: it rests upon the blood of tho overlasting covenant.
Hereon depends tho honor and excellency of the ministry, on
account of which it is to bo esteemed and valued,—its relation to
the humiliation of Christ, and the authority bestowed on Him.
therefore.

3. Next in order, we notice, how eminent and aignal thoe gift of
the ministry in the immediato causs of its acturl communication,
so the qualification of tho Lord Jesus for tho bestowing of it, viz.,
Hia glorious aycension and exaltation.

By His death He scquired the right unto it; but His actual
invostiture with all glorious power was to precede the communica-
tion of it, vs. 8, 10.

He waa fitst toazcend up on high, triumph over all His and our
adversaries, put now uunder Him into absolute and eternal
Raptivity, before He gavo cut this gift. Accordingly, He is eaid
“to ascend far above all heavens,” i.e., the visiblo heavens through
which He passed on His way into tho glorious presence of God, or
unto the right hand of tno Majeaty on High.

It isaleo added why Ho was thus gloriously exalted, it was
“that He might fill all thinga.” Thie, not in tho essence of His
natore, but in tho exercise of His power. He had laid the founda-
tion of the Church on Himsolf—in His death and resurrection; but
now the whole {abrio is to be rearcd furnished and finished. This
Ho ascended to accomplish, and did it principally in tho grant of
tho ministry. This was the firat exercise of that glorious power
with which tho Lord Jesus Christ was vested upon His oxaltation,
the firat offect of His filling all things unto the glory of God the
Father, and the Silvation of His elect. And these things are
mentioned that in tho contemplation of their greatncss and order
we mray learn and know how excellent a gift is this donation of
Christ—the Ministry,

Hence appears also, how contomptible a thing is tho most
pompous ministry in the world, which proceceds not from this
original. !

4. Agsin, the eminency of the gift of tho ministry is manifest
from the nature of the gift itaelf ; for it consiats in gifts,

The expression is ** He gave gifts,” Thero is an act of giving
here expressed, and the thing given is *“gifts.” Wheroforo tho
ministry is a gift of Christ not only becauss freely and bountifully
given by Him to the Church ; but also becauso epiritual gifts do
easentially belong unto it,—are indced its life, and inacparable
from its being, A ministry without gifts is no ministry of Christ’s
giving, nor is it of any use in tho Church, nor of any other cffect
but to deceivo the souls of men. To set up such a ministry isboth
to deapise Christ and utterly to frustrate the ends of the ministry,
those for which Cbrist gavo it, and which aro here oxpressed. For

Firat—Ministerial gifts and graces are the great evidenco that
tho LordJesus takes caro of His Church, and provides for it 23
called into the ordor and to tho duties of the Church. Toset upa
ministry which may bo continued by outward forms and orders of
men only, without any communication of gifts from Christ, is to
despise His authority and call. Neither ia it His mind that any
Church should continue in order, any longer or otherwise than as
He beatows theso gifts for tho ministry.

Second—Thees gifts are the only means and instrumeants
whereby tho work of the ministry can bo performed, and tho end
of tho ministry attained. The ends of thoministry here mentioned
—called its work, ars ¢ tho perfecting of the Saints.” the editying
of the body of Christ until we como unto a perfcct man,” Hereof
nothing st all can be done without those apiritual gifts; and there-

fore & ministry devoid of theso 1a a mock ministry—and no ordin-
ance of Ohrist. .. . )

5. Agaip, tho eminency of this gift appears in the variety and
diversity of the offices and officers which Christ gave in giving tho
Ministry, v. 11, .

{Concluded next issue).
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