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Mission Hield.

MR. Uxkonrax (. McLAREN, who has been
Principal of the Birtle Indlan School for the
past five years, is roaigning his position to the
groat rogret of the Foroign Mission Com.
mittoe.

In a lotter from Formosa to Rev. K. P
Mackay, Mr. Gauld, the Presbyterian mie.
slonary, says :—'* Wo are well, and aro stil
onjoying life in Formosa very much, Itisa
source of groat encouragement and spiritual
aspistanco to meet snwac of these native
Chriatians who aro passing on to perfection.”

Mu. Prren Hevten, an intelligent Indian
trained {n the Bird Tatl Sioux Mission {n
Manitoba, has beon appointed to tho charge
of tho Pipestono misalon, from which Mr.
Thomas 8hicld was obllfed, b{ fll health, teo
rotire somo timo ago It has long beon Mr.
Hunter's wish to study for the ministry.

Fivx studonts from tho "‘rce and United
Preabyterian  Churches of Scotland have
arrived in the North-west to nwsist in Home
Mission work. All are supported by the
Students’ Missionary Socicties of thetr re-
apoctivo colloges, Two of thewn have ex.
resscd thelr intention of remaining a year
n the mission ficld and takiong the next
summor session in Maunitoba College. A
pleasant feature waa the recoption teudered
to thoze of them who werc ablo to
remain for a day in Winnipeg by the
Woman's Home Missionary Society of
Augustin church at the house of the Hon,
Chicf Justice Taylor,

Tux fov, George Flett, of Okanasze, our
veteran Indian inlasionary, has rcached the
patriarchal age of 77 ycars, but is atill active
and vigorous enough to carry on his work, at
loast, on tho home resorve. Ho has had,
until rocently, chargo of the Rolling River
and Lizard Point reserves in addition to his
work at Okauaso, [But the recent appoint.
ment of Mr, W. J. Wright to Rolling River
has relioved hitn of oneof hisoutlying ficlds,
and arrangemeonts aro on foot to nake other
provision for Lizard Point so that Mr. Flett
may have nothing to do but to care for
Okanase, whan it is hoped he may still bo
able for soveral ycars to minister to an at-
tached poople, nearly wvery oue of whom ho
has brought out from Paganiam.

AMONG THE LEPERS.

The Work of the Mission to Lepers
in India angd the East, in behalf
of the Untainted Children
of Liepors.

* THERE cxists some diversity of opinion as
to whether leprusy can be clmigod as a
heroditary discase. Nearly all tho authori.
tica colocide that if it is hereditary, it is so
to so vory slight a degree that heredity asa
featuro of the discase is hardly worth con.

sidering.

It is oxtremely diflicult to obtain very
accurate information reganding fawily his.
torios; but there aro so many inatances of
hcalthy children of leprous parents, and,
tice versa, so many cases of leprous children
of healthy parents, that it does seem &3 if it
could not be viewod as a strictly hereditary
discaso ; and this accords with the deliver-
ance on this point of the Goveinment com-
mission on loprosy, after a most carofol and
exhaustive cousideration of the subject.

Thore 1s no record of any congenital in-
stance of tho disease, nor does it often do
velop in early infancy.

All this tends to nake the rescne of un-
tainted children of leper parents, a most
hopeful branch of tho mssion’s work. Very
much may be done in their behalf to eave
them from contracting the diseaso, by sopar.
atiug thom at an carly ago from their lo
rous surroundings, and from the great risk,
it not tho inovitablo consequences. FKor
although not considered a very infoctive, or
contagious discaso, undor ordinary and
reasonable v«rmcam.lous againat  contamin
ation, pro by the im unit{ with which
the missionaries frocly haandloe the lopors,
etteading, when n . to the dressing
of open wounds, and such like, yot thore
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scemys to bo very little doubt that the dis.
ecase is infootions and contagious to a certain
extent, aud certainly so in somo types aund
stages of the discasc.

angor oxists fromn inoculation from opon
sores, oither through direoct contact, or ina
loss chrco, through infected clothing, con-
taminated tanks and wolls, ote., otc., or oven,
it has been stated, through the medium of
fiics, carrying tho virus from tho open sore
on tho leper, to the, %)orhnpa casual, scratch
or wound on the healthy subject,

The discaze {s cndemic, depending, no
doubt, in a groat measure, for its dcvelo?-
ment, on habitsof lifo, diet, and predispos
tlon to its attack, probnblr not very well
understood.  Unsanitary habits and con.
ditions all conduce to the risk of contracting
the diseaso.

‘T'he dangor the children incur, inthe froc
intercourso between tho leper paront and his
child, in their highly leprous surroundings,
will be readily understood. It must be a
very pitiful sight to seo a aweet hoalthy babe
in the arms, or at the breast of a loprous
miother.  Or the children at their play, with
all the usual risks of childhood of scratuh or
abrasion, and tho imore thaa ordinary danger
to thom, .

Ao extract from a letter of Dr. Fry, from
Neypoor, well fllustrates the danger children
fnrur by free intermingling with lopers.
He writos : ** Onc of the saddest cases which
have come under our unotice, is that of o
child whosoe mother is ono of tho cook-women
of tho home. Tho mother had often been
warned not to allow her child to play about
umon{; tho lepors, but she disrogarded tho
warning, and tho result is, the child appears
to have contracted the discase. This iz an
other proof of tho danger of ullowinq tho
healthy children of lepors to remain living
with their leper parents, and it is kindness
in overy way to provido homes for such
children, when tho parents can ses themat
stated intervals,”

\While there is the greatest danger in
allowing the children to remain with their
leper parents, tho chances are greatly in
favour of the children, who are ueganted
before the discaso has taken hold of them,
cscaping the danger altogether. This has
beon fullf demonstrated by  results,
cespecially thoso of the Almorah Orphanage,
where out of many children rescued from
loper paronts, in only one the disease had
afterwards derelo The commissioners
ground their suggeation, on the asogrogation
of the children, upon the experience of this
orphanage.

tc Mission, in all their asylums, provide
for aud strictly enforce the complete segroga-
tion of tho eexes. Thelaw cannot be invoked
to enforce such a scparation. Thereis no law
cnacted againat the marrying of lepers, nor,
of courso, for the forcible separation of
children from their leper parents. Butit has
boen found to bo quite possiblo, in most cases,
capecinlly in those brought under Christ.
ian influence, by reason aud Christian kind-
ness, to persuade and bring the parents to
see how very desirable segregation is for the
children, and to mako thom willing to give
them over to the care of the Mission.

Although living entiroly separate from
their parcots, the rescued children aro still
permitted tosoco them and be visited by them
at statod intervals and under certain wise
restrictions, so that parents and children
are not altogether deprived of all intercourse
with one another. It may bo sad to think
that thero can never moro be porfect freo-
dom in their intercourse, but what will not
a parcnt sutter and endure for tho sake of
his child, and ho must como to seo, sooner
or later, that it is for tho good of his child
that tho manifestation of his heart-true
atloction should be kept under such wise
roatraints, and, for the sake of hia child, he
will not shrink from tho sacrifico? It isall
sad as can bo and part of his melancholy lot,
but surely his heart will be checred by the
thought that he can riss superior to self and
1aake tho sacrifico that is to conduce to tho
woll-boing of hia child,

Rut, bosides the ghyaiml bensfit to the
children brought under the tender caro of
the Mission, the Mission Homo becomes a
nursory for the living temploof God, Theroe
is the momentous oconaideration of the resouo

of the children from heathoniam through the
evory-day suporvision, tcaching aud io-
fluenco of tho Mission ; their boln%brounht
to the knowledge of tho truth—tho saving
truth—as it Is in Jesus, to bocome, in their
turn, missionarics, or alds to missionaries,
and tho results moro than justify tho hopo;
their becoming personally, morcover, living
cpidtles of the Gospel, through their Christ-
fanized and regonerated lives, to their own
kith and kin still in heathenism, are suroly
great objects, to say the least, to add to the
aims for their bodily woll.Leiug.

1t is a grand opportunity, this, to traia
u%ohlldron in the way they should go, thet
when thoy avs old thoy may not dopart from
it ; an opportunity to the Mission and o
come nearer hume, to all auxiliarics, and
cach individual worker for the Mission,

All tho indications of success are of the
most hopoful kind, and tho results, hitherto,
most encouraging. Tho Mission, in thie
branch of its work, is leading no forlorn
hopo. The Master, who so tendasly loves
the little ones,is, without doubt, leading the .
way. Lot none hang back throu%h indiffer-
enco or want of courage from followiag in
His blessed footstops.

In tho aunual report for 1892, under tho
heading of Almora, wo find :—** In tho year
1863 the firat attempt was made to swve tho
untainted children of lepers by removing
them from their parents (with, of course,
the consent of their parents). This being
the fitst attemnpt of the kind in India, so far
as wo know, and from that time to tho pres-
ent it hus been carried on with singula: suc-
cess, Of more than thirty children thus
rescued only one has become e leper, and
that one is now a teacher at a loper asylum
in tho Plains, Of him tuo lady superintend-
ent says: ¢ Ho is a great comfort to me.’

‘Some have married, havo healthy child-
ren, and continuo healthy thamselves, others
are doing well in mission service. One who
knows them well writes of somo of them : —
*The most interesting thing, to my mind,
with respect to these girls, 1s their wonder-
ful dovelopment into true, earnest Christ-
ians, purs-minded, refined women, and most
efficlent mission workera.”

In tho samo annual report, under the
heading Neypoor, itis stated :—* The Child-
ren's Home was bogun in March, 1891, and
then thore were seven children on the roll,
while now (1892) there are tweaty, ten being
the healthy children of lepers,”

Mr, Byors writes from Asansol: ‘I want
to build a place for the children, Two have
como and wmore ore coming—untainted
children with their leprous parents.”

Mr. Hahn writes from Lohardagga, of
the happ{ settlement in lifo of various young

ople who had been separated from their
oprous parents: ‘“Three boys have lelt the
home recently, one doing work asa teacher,
and the other learning carpeutering, tho
third being a groom at present. *I am so
glad,” he says, *‘ that I am able thus to pro-
vido for them all. Ono of the girls, who
marricd, is a Biblo woman, I am so happy
that nono of them show, as yeot, any traces
of leprosy.”

Writing after Christmas, ¥ra. Hahun tolls
how happily the children kept it, and
dwells on their comfort and progreas.

From Mandalay, the Rev. A, H. Bedtall
writes: ‘*I havo three bonnio children, and
havo the consent of tho parents to caro for
thom in our mission school. Thoy are nicely
clad, well fcd and cared for, aud will do
well, I boliove. I lot them visit their loper
parents occasionelly. and tho teacher goes
with them.” And again from the same re-
port (1892) : * Friends have undertaken to
support tho threo children alrcady men-
tioned, aud Mr, Bestall writes of them:
“ Thoy are somo of tho very nicest wo havo
in schoo), and will, I fesl sure, turn out
bright uscful women, if only thoy remain
frec from the awful discase. I watch them
constantly.”

The roport from Parulia states: The
children, too, burdened with their sins,
como to Mr, Hoffman, wishing to live forthe
Saviour, and to conlcss their sins to God and
to those thoy havo injured. 1t is hoped
that many of thom will mako good cat-
ochists some day; they seemi made for it.”

Mr. Hoffman continuca: ¢‘Last month

Ny e R I e R Ll SRV -




