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SUNDAY ElVENYNOG SERVICES IN TUE THRATRES.-A VCTy Ilproper"1 Pcer, Vie-
count l)ungannon, proposed to the lieuse of Lords recently, a resolution
condemning the new services in the 'rhentres, on the grotind tlat they wcre
"highly irregular and inconsistent with order," and so on!1 quoting somnestories

froin the newgpapers to the ellèect, that refreslîmcent8 ivere ais frcely passing around,
during ilie services as on anr ordinnry night. Lord Shaftesbury, in reply, made
a right manly and Christian speech, - net te justify, but te ixlain,"- ivhat hiad
been donc:

- The noble Viscount said ginger-beer botties, nuts, apples and oranges were
hawkeil about while the serviees viero going on. lie (Lord Shaftesbury) soleinnly
denied that : lie knew it te bc untrue. WVhit xnight hatve been going on outside
the theatres lie did not know, but hie could brittg florward ihe niest credible wvît-
uecsse.,-clergymen, Nocoformnist iioisters, and City tn issionatrie8-wheo had
licou at aIl these mieetings, and %vlio would testify to the utter untruth of the
noble Iorti's stateiment. Ile hîmiself had :ttended tlreeocf these services in suc-
cession, in cach, of which there wvere *';,200 people, and those of the very lowest
descriptitoi, and lie soenly declared that neyer in the %Vhole course cf bis life
did lie e'cer sec a body of men se attentive and so iinpressed witb the grent truths
of rei .W'ith regard te preachingp by these persehîs in tlicatres, ]et their
lordiships renieniber that it was not the loelty that %vould deseerate the word of
Gqed, but it was the ivord of God that wold consecrate the loealit y. The noble
lord theîî read a commnicai(tion frein Sir Richard M.avne, the Chief Coinmssioner
('l' Police, statiog : The conduct of the people itxeniioig these services continues
te ho most deuoreos, andi 1 have been able te reduue the number cf policemien on
duty :at etîcl of these placees since îoy letter cf the Gth Eebruary ;' and ti (said
the noble Lord) simudlaitemisly iiliM t/weccssity (f scitdi*is; sixty policemen» in *fuit

uiI/r o ttend t/e religieus services al Si. Ger'sit/cEs.(Cheers.) W bat
the peopfie cf England wanted %vas not patronage, but sympathy-that heart
slhfuld ho brought to hieart-and that persons cf ai conditdons -nd ail1 degrees cf
we.aith should show that they regîîrded the poor as persotîs cf like passions, like

feig.and like hopes with theînielves. If this symnpathy were sliown, the
difficulry et' governing the great masses cf' seeiety would be niaterially lessened.
Ile would procecd te show the numbers cf thobe upon vrhom influence lbcd been
prodticed. i'hese services lhad beeti going on since the lst cf January-during
the precediog, five wveeks at five, andi last Sunday at seven theatres. The total
num ber atteîîding these services on Sunùday last w'as 20,700, and if ten per cent.
were dlueted for persons w-ho wvould otherwisea have attended other places of
wership, that would leave 18,630 persons coming te these places t'i hear the word
cf Gmd who neyer had attended any place cf wership, ner would be likely to do
se but for these iiinistrations. It liad been satid that these services drew frema
the ehuirches and chapels many wlio were in the habit of attending thin. That
was; an assertion thiat could be cm phatically disproved by the statements of those
clergymen, City missionaries, and others who assisted at these services. The
noble lotrd rcad communicatiens frei varicus inetrepolitan clergymen and non-
CiîiJ'iriiiist mninisters, including the incugubent cf St. Mathew'8, Stepniey, the
Viear of Plumstead, Rey. Newman Hall, Mr. Brook, and otîmers, te the etèect.,
that the people who attended the Sundity services in the theatres were thobe Nwho
nover wvent toeburch .or chapel, and that since these ministrations liad begun the
City missionary mecetings were better attended and the moral toue of the lowest
stations cf soeiety had improved. 'They Nçere told that the elfect cf these special
service,, had beeîî te reduce the cengregations in the ehurches and chlipels around,
and that nany had been drawn away te these services simiply by curiosity, but it
tVas1 j ait the reverse. Mie hadl the testimony of a large imumber of cler.gymien and
Nonconformist ministers, statting that there hiad been ne ttuatemient whatever of


