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ment having already been prepared lxi England, and a stili niewer book being pro-
posed not many years hence. Soime of us have been looking with strong yearn-
ing. toward this English collection of the future as that on which we could ail
unitt. If the Montreal book is so excellent as to command ail suffrages, it lias
the great advantage of being earlier ln the field; if not, it will divide us once
again.

One reason of the superannuation of former books is the great advance that has
been miade ln hymnology durixxg the last twenty years. Watts was an immense
ixnpîovement on his predecessors; but the Watts-olatxy with which the first and
second hymn-books of the English Union had to contend la passing away. Keble's
£ristian. Year set up a new itandard of devotional. poetry. The treasures hid in
ancient breviaries have been brought to liglit and " done into Englizli"; the
Christian songs of ether lands, especially of Germany, have been made our own;
modern writers have fiumnihed new and precieus contributions to the store; and
the resuit la, that a great deal of pious doggerel lias been rejected by universal
consent. Moreover, there is a wise demand for more hymns of praise, snd fewer
sermons iu metre. A Roman Catholic writer has made the just criticism, that*
Protestant devotional poetry is too subjective, too much descriptive, that is to say,
of our own feelings, often of a very special character, and does not occupy itself
sufficiently with the objects of worsbip,-God aud Bis Christ. There is a lack,
too, of happy hymns; the miner key of darkness aud doubt toü much prevails, and
tends te, perpetuate weak believing. We miss aise hynins for Christiantjiving and
werking; the books seem te be mnade for the closet aud the church, not enough
for the field. There is appearing, moreover, a different style of metres. Instead of
the monotonous ding-deug of long and common maire, shorter Uines and more
springing feet are cemiug inte play, Our ideal, therefore, of "The Coming Hymu-
B3ook"' is very high.

Will the Mentreal selection meet these requirements te, such a reasenable de-
gree as te, be worthy of our general adoption, te, the abaudoument of the hope of
the unborn volume which has been cenceived iu the mother-laud? That-is the
question for us of other churches. Until we see the volume we caunot answer it.
The werk is iu good hands. But we will net conceal our apprehiensions that the
local enigin ef the book, the restricted use at flit coutemplated for it, theqlimita-
tien of the sources of selection, aud the extemperaneousness ef thre choice, may
lead te, soe disappeintment. We shail be very glad te, flnd it otherwise. Mtany
have wished te sSe a "1Canadian Cengregational Hymnn-beok-. " Such a book,
framed by united counsels, and adopted by the Union, might suit us better than
any British or American, collection. Five hundreci hymus might be more than
any single congregation would use, but ne t-WO ministers would choose the sanie
five huudred. Hence the siza of modern collections. 18 it tee late te, havle sore
co-operation or consultation lu this inatter 7 Foreour part, however, we shalh judge,
the 1beel «'<on the anants" u if it is good we shall net insist upen techuicalities.
We trust, bowever, that these whe have the matter ini charge will give the book


