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jremigo Tè1tle Oetre.

MýANCIIESTE.-Tbe fine spinning combina^ion promises to
lit a succesa froni ail accouints. One cannot say mucb âts te
the dividend prospects of the amalgatmation before the actual
working is known, but it may bc stated that tihe concerns
referrcd-to-have practicaily a monopoly of certain colins, andI
rank in this respect with the flrms composing the Central
Ageney. The idea is to capitalize the scheme withi about
14,oooo, andI I dtIae say it will go thîrough, successfully. It
nîay aiso lie added that prices are îlot likely to be foreed
tipwards to a " trust " lumit, no matter how successful the flota-
tien niay bie. There is an abundance of capital ready to enter
jte thse business, and, if necessary. textile maclîîtists are
always ready to heip on new scliemes of the kind. The pro-
posed flax spinning combination is another matter aitogether.
Tliere are between 8ooooo antI 900ooo spindles in the Irish fiax
inilis, the average value being at first cost about £3 a spindie.
A very simple suns in nmultiplication will, therefore, suiffice to
show the minimum capital necessary to work an amalgamnation
of the kind. There are, unfortunatcly, serious diflicuîlties to
face in connection with a combination of this kind, sucb as
thie existence of certain finms in Irelatîd who, both spin and
wvcave. It would be a diffcult matter to dispose of the ciotlî
nianufactured by tiiese concerius, who represent proba>ly elle-
third of the lonis in Ireland-3,4oo in ail. accordtng to Mr.
William Russell, wbo belongs to the Belfast boeuse of 'Messrs.
A. and S. Henry & Co., of Manchester. The principal bîouses.
botli weaving andI spinning, are WVilliam Ewart & Sons, liinited.
the York Street Flax Spitîning Co,., the Bessbrook Spitîning
Co.. tic Ulster Spinning Co., the Smitild Flax Spinning andI
Weaving Co., Lindsay, Tlîompson & Co., the Falls Fla-x Spin-.
nîng Co., the Belfast Fiax Spinning Co., the Brookfield Linen
Co., and otbers. Some of the foregoing concerns coîîid not
bc induccd to join bauds with the smalier bouses any more
titan a large calico printing flrm, would work side by side witlî
sîinail establishîments running five or six macbines, andI suffcring
from a clîronic over-draft. Tlle prospects of a succcssful flax
spinning amalgamnation are also, adversehy affectcd by tlîe faet
tiat, owing to the extended use of catton warps, the output of
lizen yarns has-iu some quarters for niany years been declining,
Laincashire spinners baving gained inucli of the advantage
resulting from the recent increase in the power-ioomn output of
the Norti of Ireland. In Fifeshîire tliere bas been a more
steady adherence to tic standard of punity as regards flax fabrics,
and Dunfermline conceruis have, as a rule, set theniseives
steadily against the use of cotton warps. The even-present
conipttition of Germany, l3ehgium, and France also acts as a
powerful check against any attenipted forcing upwards of prices.
Tite idea of combining the jute iudustry bas been referred to
by an authority of importance, as follows: Dundee does not
thiuk the sehemne wiil come to nîuch. Two-thirds of the jute
nianufactured in Dundee is sent abroad, antI a conibination
would not improve the positton in face o! tbe conipetition from
taldcutta and the French and German jute milîs. A union o!
jute factories would not enabie the beads o! the amalgamation
te monopolize the market for raw material. There are too
many competitors in the fild for sncb a thing to bc possible,
antI, more serious still, Dundee does not occupy tbe position
towards jute that Liverpool bolds regardiug cotton. Then,
again, the matter of linking fims maktng a profit witl those
%%hose returns show an annual loss requires to bc cotnsidered
Ille union of spînniug and weaving concerns aiso, prescrnts a
dbfculty, as is tbe case in the projected t1ax-spinning anialga-
ination. Then, again, the amalganatioui of milis -making the
hower grades of ciotlî -wîtb those providing carpets, cnuimi
clotbs, and superior niakes generally, requires te be considcred.
D'undee is at preserit undoubtediy suffcnîng scvcrtly frons the

compctition of Calcuîtta. During the past ycar jute lias bc.:,î
exceptionaily cheap, two large crops nu succession lîaving hiîîed
thc market. Stocks of the raw miateriali n Dundee arc now
vcry large, and-storige accommodation bas iîad to be increascd
rapidiy and on a clicapi scale. Jute usuaily costing f.-om li to
412 a-ton, lbas been boughit for soutle tttîie at £9 to lie, but a
short cro> will soon alter tic pqsition tif affairs, andI place
Duîndee nîanufacturcrs in an awkward position.

LEED)s.-Bissitiss is fully up) to tîte average for this time
of ycar, wlîen it is spring requirements wlîich kee> the market
active. In winter goods tîtere is net cnouigh doing to show
wlîethelir prices have suffercd, but manutfacturers botlî on the
spot andI outside declare tiîat tlîey wîll stop the present produc-
tion of ordinary ovcrcoatings antI suitings tiowv that tiierc arc
lio large consigumients via Canada to Alaska. Opcrations in
spring fabrics indicate that there is little prospezt of lower
prices for suiel goods. andI the toile of the market as regards
the future is confident, both nianuifacturers nnd niercliants being
very positive that nothing can bc gained b ' waiting for lower
prices for rav material. Continental tradc conduntcs ab>out
the saine in extcnt. Frcnch buyers arc once more takcing a
sonîewhat active part in the purcliase of fancy and worstcd
coatifigs. Silk warp worsteds, blute twills, fancy tweeds. and
wool clicviots are their principal selections. Gerînan and
Dutch buycrs are iooking mostly aftcr pattern parcels of wor-
sted inantle cloths, wooi vicunas, grcy clieviots, andI best
tweeds. Trade witb the U~nited States is scarcely more tlîan
nominal. Ready-niade clothing finms are working stcadily on
ncw season's ordcrs, andI eniployrnent is pientiful. Each week
sccms to accentuate the previoîîsIy reported iniprovement iii
the clothing trade, andI factories are now in fuall work, and
orders more plentiful. As rctaiiers in nîany cases hîave a1 great
part of thecir winter stocks lcft over, andI tlîcir capital thuç
fastenied up, remittances are only coming to bandI badly Tiiere
is a better eniquiry for lieavy worsted coatings for the home
trade, andI neat fancies in these good% are being mucli more
worn. The American andI Canadian decinaxîd for worstrds is
also rather bliter. In the hcavy wooien districts buçiness on
the whole is still quiet, aithough a few makers of specialties for
the ciotbing trade arc weil empioycd-

HI!DtERSsrxrîn -The recently nnted inîprowement in the
H-uddersfield district continues. andI î eçpvt'iailv noticeabie in
the higiest eiass of woolens andI worsted coating Bianket
ninifacturcrs are bîîsy on shipping goods and Government
work. but gcneral home tradc goods aire in qluiet demand.

BR.AFOtn.-The telne of the wooi nmarket bere continues to
be distinctly languid. andI as users are avoirfing ail sperulative
purchases, anti confining their operationç to saiti-sfyitig ilîcir
irumediate necds, there bas been very littir increasc iii the
general turnovcr during the paçt week Frotu tht, consular
returns it appears that somne L5-7.ooo of wool lias been exportcd
from B3radford during the month of February; andI aithougli ini
the saine monti, of 1897 the figures wce 1184.oo,). it m'ist lie
borne in mmid that at that timc the large speculaUtvr puircliases
biad comnienced, iii order to avnid paviuig a luîty whiet the
.%cKinley duties on raw material wvere re-iimposeuil Fine
nieninoe wools andI tops continue to lîar<len i price. andI
althoughi the risc is very graduai, as cadi weck asses purcîtases
can only bceffected at advanced rates; anti as the supplIes of
the fincst colonial wools are not at ail likciy te ccecd the Iow
estîmat, of tue clip, wc arc probabiy in for a terni of çtill Iligher
pnices in thesc fine wools Althougli the fluer claesrç o -
onial cross-lired woois sharc tu sorte extt ii tuer imprnvînrnt
in prices of pure menino wools. referreif t<, alinv- the enirrr
classes of cross-bred wools andI nearly 1i' classes of lion-
lustrons Engiisli woois are ntiiy iii slow demand Tîtere is ail
the time, liowever. a steady business doing in lustre woois, lîoth
in bome-grown descriptions-antI aiso in bright colonial cross-
bred wools, whicb arc being used largely, both at lhnme and on


