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INSURANCE BY THE STATE.

Several of our English exchanges have recently
referred to the propositich made by Mr. W. A. Hunter,
a member of Parliament from Aberdeen, for a compul-
sory insurance and annuity scheme for workingmen.
Briefly, the plan provides, first, that a weekly pension
of 10s. be paid the family, in case of the early death of
the assured, until the youngest child attains the age of
16 ; second, a pension, weekly, of 10s. to the assured, in
case he becomes permanently unable to work ; third,
when age 65 shall have been reached the assured is to
receive 10s. per week during life. These benefits are
to be secured by the payment at al ages from 20 to 60
of one shilling per week, one-half to be collected from
the workman’s employer and deducted from his wages,
and the other half paid by the government.

Conceding the claim that it is one of the functiong
of the State to pzusion the dep endents of its working-
men when dead, or the men themselves when living,
after a period of incapacity is reached, this plan is
in the main commendable. We, however, most em-
phatically deny the existence of any such function.
Its exercise is impracticable, and if practicable would
be unjust. There are thousands of small tradesmen
with families, whose support as much depends on {he
little stock of goods kept for sale as does the support
of the workingman’s family on his employed muscle.
Ifthe State should insure the latter against death or in-
capacity, so it should the former against fire. The
principle once conceded that the State is bound to
provide not only for its existing incapacitated poor,
but prospectively for all who may become so, and the
Government becomes little more than the manager and
provider ofa gigantic charity hospital. Such a scheme
as above proposed may be very creditable to the hearts
of those who favor it, but is far from complimentary as
to the sounduness of their heads. The State cannot justly
guarantee indemnity or partial indemnity for a certain
kind of loss to one class, without extending its guaranty
to all classes where loss of any kind shall produce
corresponding disaster. The *‘ paternal idea,” impar-
tially applied and carried to its logical conclusion,

would mean in any country little less than national
bankruptey.

We have preferred to refer to the first principles
underlying this whole question of government insur-
ance rather than to the weak point of Mr. Hunter's
plan, considered in itself from the insurance stand-
point. The plan, while assuming that one half of the
premium is to be paid by the workingman, saddles
upon the Government a good deal more of a burden
than appears, for the proposed premium is a good deal
too small to purchase the stipulated benefit. That,
however, is of small consequence, for if the Stat,
legitimately pay one-halfof an adequate premium
legitimately pay two-thirds or all of it ; the pr
conceded, it becomes only a question of expedie
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THE ROYAL AND QUEEN. pave %
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