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INSUR &N -EB Y TIH STATE.
Several of our English exehanges have recently

referred to the propositio'n made by Mr. W. A. Hunter,
a member of Parliainent frorn Aberdeen, for a compul-
sory insurance and annuity sehieme for workingmen.
Briefly, the plan provides, first, that a weekiy pension
of ios. be paid the far-nily, iu case of the early death of
the assured, until the youngest child attains the age of
16 ; second, a pension, weekly, of ios. to the assured, in
case he becomes permanently unable to work ; third,
when age 65 shahl have been reached the assured is to
receive ios. per week during life. These benefits are
to be secured by the payment at ail ages from 20 to 6o
of one shilling per week, one-haif to be collected froni
the workman's employer and deducted from his wages,
and the other haîf paid hy the governmet.

Conceding the dlaim that it is one of the funictions
of the State to p2u-ion the dep endents of its workiîîg.
men when dead, or the men themselves when living,
after a period of incapacity is reached, this plan is
in the main commendable. We, however, most em-
phatically deny the existence of -any snch functioxi.
Its exercise is impracticable, and if practicable would
l)e nnjust. There are thousands of sinaîl trades1 11eu
with families, whose support as much (lepends on the
littie stock of goods kept for sale as does the support
of the workingman's family on his employed muscle.
If the State shoul d i nsure the latter against death or in-
capacity, s0 it should the former against fire. The
principle once conceded that the State is bound to
provide xîot onîy for its existing incapacitated poor,
but prospL'ctively for ail who may becomne so, and the
Government becomes little more than the manager and
provider of a gigantieclîharity hospital. Such a schleme
as above proposed may be very creditable to the hearts
of those who favor it, bnt is far from comiplimentary as
to the sounness of their heads. Tflic State cannot justly
guarantee indemnity or p)artial indeninity for a certain
kind of loss to oneC ch-ss, with ont extending its guaranty
to ail classes where loss of any kind shahl produce
correspouding disaster. The " paternal idea," inîpar-
tially applied anxd carried to its l(>gical conclusion,
would ineati in aiîy country littie less tliai national
bankruptcy.

We have preferred to refer to the first principles
underlying this whole question of governument insur-
ance rather than to the weak point of Mr. 1-lunter's
plan, considered in itself from the insurance stand-
point. The plan, while assuming that one hiaif of the
premium is to be paid l)y the workingmnan, saddles
upon the Government a good deal more of a burden
than appears, for the proposed premiumn is a good deal
too small to purchase the stipulated benefit. That,
however, is of small consequence, for if the State nîay
legitinîately pay 9ne-half of an adlequate preiniumn, it can
legitimateîy pay two-thîirds or ahl of it; the principle
conceded, it becoines only a qucstion of expediency.

We have given this plan of the Aberdeen visionary
more promineuce than in itself it deserves, mainly
because soîne wily politician or sonie impracticable
philanthropist is pretty sure to revive the scheme

proposed last winter at Ottawa, and sprilg 't Mr.
our next Domi;nion Parliament to do just what W

H1unter woul(l like to have thec British goverlIlî do.

The people, however, (10 mot want anid w11 "t0hae
goverumnent insurance. Tîmat lias alrea(IY f tlle
mionstrated, for îîot even a respectable nlnOrity 0..ls

governient emiployees thenîselves patrollize ahe ve

post-offce nsurance plan, bt o hecn gaye v
recently, as if to emphasize their repudiatoll2rele
with a strong comipany (the North British) to take

their insurance by !special contract. Even in GerotnaîIY
petitions and protests are becoming omfinotOs'y teà
erous against the goverument iîîsnrance -sclleflC 'a d01pin
at the last session of the Reichstag. Thecre j
to '' paternity'' even ini the Fatherland.

THE ROYAL AND QUEEN. elo
The sharehol(lers of the above companies l'a',,alla

yet taken action on the amialgam-ation proP0stO1lýei~
just when their meetings will occur for that purPl/
somnewhat tîncertain. The New York Coin me/CI a1 

1t of
le/hz reports the following as the latest statenelite
Mr. 1'. F. Jîedd ail, the United States manaer 0tO
Royal. Th le assertion of what calamnities W,11ll ll,ç
those who attempt the sednctiou of the present ixielte
of the Qneeu's household fromn their allegiall eco
prospective bride is sumfciently entertaiiig t(>
interest. This is what Mr. Beddall said : lj

Large b)odies, as you kuow, miove sîowîy Of be
miot yet l)een a(lvised of the approval or rejectIOti fe
agreement, nor am 1 aware of the causes that l1ave.tude
duced the delay. Iu a transaction of this uîag"9ld
and importance it is of course necessary to P ttl
with the ntmost care, and that every stepItakze
der the best advice, in order that the agreemnielt 1ay
legally unassailal)le wheu,,i once couîpleted. el

So far as tlhe United States business.oftc> 011t
is concerned, wlîîle I am miot authorized to spea
behiaîf, I would say that it was to be expected tl'ati
agents would be auxious to know what their îdlo
relations to the comipany would l)e ; and it WOtU cif'
be surprising therefore if, under the preseîttI alla
cunmstances, a temiporary suspension of its LrO'- 0 t1l
(leveloplelIt sh1oll( occur. Its conîpetit(r5Ifo'itb
inost part, I Iear,î, have treated tîhe coliipaîîY hose
faîýirness anti(lcoiîsilerationi, whîle there are others W ei
sense of honor neyer rises above tîhe level oftlt
1 )ockets, wlmo have miot hlesitate(l, ly fialse stateuivail
and( otiier conteniptible means, to try and gain ae
tages to theniselves ont of the present situatiOll &«10

Trhe relations of the Royal to the Queeii aete5
akin to those of a lover trb his _fiancée, anmd 1 tî* ge "of
relations have either been colisummated by a ularr-e Oufscvered by mutual cousent, we shahl make her Ct'ïpl
own, and any attack upon hier rights or inlts tî S
her good mame and faine must be answered for to
For every agent detachied froin the Queeu throtigh 0îlidpresentation or nnworthy meaus, and for everYP 55
so proctired, the Royal pledges its word anit a"tsof
to procure froinithe offender two for olle b beYl
reprisaIs, let the cs an(l consequences be whaet o

ma.The Queen's agents have nothing whate 001,
fear ; and if the coutrol of the business of that ic ef-
pany shahl ultimately pass over to the ROY11 1
interest, if not a sense ot com mon fairne'swillcteY
us to respect their power and riglits. Trhis atOà
fully appreciate, and will govern their actioni a
ingly.''


